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Thanksgiving Thoughts 
 

Of the 102 colonists who came across the Atlantic to the North America, only 53, just over half, survived that 
first year to bring in a harvest. More than anything else, this one fact tells us that the first Thanksgiving participants 
celebrated in spite of terrible suffering, hunger, losses and heartache. Yet, they still found room in the hearts for 
gratitude. It really is extraordinary. 

We’ve had our own horrible year. I don’t need to remind you of everything, between pandemic and politics that 
we have been through. We’ve all lived through this together. Can we be as exceptional as the Mayflower passengers, 
finding our own reasons for celebrating what God has done for us? I know that we can! 

For myself, I am endlessly grateful for everyone in the medical field. I have been cheering on and praying for 
researchers seeking vaccines and cures from the beginning. The brave souls who work with the sick have a most tender 
place of gratitude in my heart. 

I have no end of appreciation for the staff of the parish who have worked so heartily, whether in their offices or 
from their homes, to continue our mission of encountering Jesus and serving as His disciples. Under extraordinarily 
tough circumstances, they do so very much to keep us together, to provide liturgies, both in person and online, to serve 
the needs of our children, to offer us support in our ministries and to provide us adult faith formation opportunities. 

Our volunteers, sacristans, lectors, ushers, cantors, musicians, tech crew, and Eucharistic ministers have taken a 
hard situation and made it an amazingly beautiful experience. Who could have known that we could enjoy Mass outside 
as much as we have? 

I am reminded by the many parishioners who serve in the military just how blessed we are that there are so 
many good people willing to sacrifice and serve to protect us, our country, and the values that make America a great 
nation. 

I am grateful, in a most profound way, for the parishioners who have continued, in this stressful time, to support 
the parish financially. We have been weathering this storm with your amazing and much appreciated support. From my 
heart, I thank you! 

And then there are the many small things. I am grateful for the pleasure of autumn chill in the air, the first rain, 
the sound of children playing on the east side of the parish campus during their recess, the hard work of teachers and 
parents helping children grow in knowledge and faith. 

I am grateful for cooking adventures in the kitchen, the smell of onions and garlic sautéing in a frying pan, the 
heat of a tasty chili pepper, the taste and texture of cheese – oh how I am grateful for cheese. 

I am grateful for a good book, a warm cup of chai tea, whitened with milk, for a lit fireplace when it is chilly 
outside, and for my favorite playlists of gentle, uplifting music.  

I am grateful for my comfortable beach chair, for time on cliffs looking down on the Pacific, for pelicans and 
porpoises, for sea gulls and sunshine on water. 

I am grateful for socially distanced dinners in backyards of friends, for any picnic, for tuna salad sandwiches 
with tomatoes, for a glass of wine with good conversation. 

I am grateful for breath, and touch, and taste and sight, and sound and scent – how 
can I ever be grateful enough for any of these? 

I am grateful to be alive, even in these times. 
I am grateful to be here in this place with you. 

 
May you have a happy Thanksgiving, filled with your own long list! 

 
 
 
 

Fr. Patrick 
Pastor
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12 months to Grade 8. 
 
Little Church ~ Happy Thanksgiving!  
Age 3 through kindergarten. Session videos by Ms. Soraya will 
resume on December 6. If you wish to receive videos please contact 
soraya@padreserra.org 
 
Spark! ~ November 21 ­ 22 Happy Thanksgiving!  
Grades 1 to 5. We are grateful to all our Faith Formation Families.  
Resource packet pick­up this weekend, at the welcome gazebo. 
Sessions resume on November 30. For more info, contact 
tere@padreserra.org 
 
Three: Sixteen ~ Happy Thanksgiving!  
Middle School Ministry. What are you most grateful for this year? 
Enjoy your week off. We will see you all via Zoom on December 2. 
If you missed the Jr. High Retreat you can still catch it.  
https://youtu.be/Djtsd0OHSrY 
 
Online Mass Activities 
To be done at certain times during Mass, watch carefully! (see page 
14)

 Everyone 14 to 18 is welcome! youth@padreserra.org  
 
4:12  
Join Brett and peer leaders for fun and fellowship via Zoom. Ask 
brett@padreserra.org to add you to our GroupMe to keep you 
updated. 
 
Confirmation Y1 ~ Happy Thanksgiving! 
How are you showing your gratitude to others this week? Sessions 
resume on December 6.

High School

Everyone 18 to 39ish is welcome! www.padreserra.org/young-adults 
 
Bible Study and More  
We are gathering via Zoom twice a month on Thursdays, 7:00 to 
9:00 pm until the current COVID­19 situation is resolved. We will be 
doing a Bible Study with some other activities mixed in. See our 
Instagram @pspyoungadult or Facebook @PadreSerraYA for other 
events! For more information please contact brett@padreserra.org

Young Adults

Everyone 14 to 39ish is welcome! 
 
Peer Leaders 
Ask brett@padreserra.org to add you to our GroupMe to keep you 
updated. Peer leaders help engage our Confirmation candidates by 
acting as mentors and facilitators during our weekly Confirmation 
sessions, our annual retreats, and at 4:12 youth nights.   If you are 
confirmed and are interested in joining our team contact 
youth@padreserra.org 

Youth Leadership

Children

Men’s Ministry ~November 25 
Illuman is a ministry for men, by men, to honor the uniqueness of 
male spirituality. Bimonthly group gatherings are designed to help 
guys become better, more authentic men. 7:00 pm online. Contact 
Dave dave.mccormick.mba@gmail.com   
 
Caregivers Support Group ~ November 24 
Caritas offers support to those who are caring for an aging parent, 
relative, or spouse. Fourth Tuesday, 7:00 pm, via Zoom. Contact 
Patricia sentclan@gmail.com   
 
Blood Drive ~ November 30 
Give the gift of life and donate blood. Appointments are still between 
8:30 am and 12:30 pm in our San Juan Capistrano room. 
www.padreserra.org/news/blood­drive 
 
Advent Opportunities  
Visit our Advent page for opportunities to participate and give, 
prayers and blessings, daily and weekly inspirations, and Advent 
Conspiracy: www.padreserra.org/advent 
 
Advent Calendar ~ Sign Up Today 
Our parish Advent calendar can help you fully enter into this season 
of holy waiting with daily inspiration, activity, prayer, and some fun 
to prepare you and your family spiritually for the birth of Jesus 
Christ. Sign up now to receive a daily email. 
 
Advent Awakenings ~ Sign Up Today 
A four­week small faith­sharing group opportunity to renew your 
experience of Advent. Come prepare your heart and mind to fully 
celebrate the Incarnation, the birth of Jesus ­ the miraculous event in 
which God came into the world in the form of a child.  
www.padreserra.org/advent

Adults

An Evening with Terry Hershey ~ December 11 
Mary & Joseph Retreat Center offers an evening of spiritual 
sustenance and renewal with acclaimed presenter Rev. Terry 
Hershey, an author, humorist, inspirational speaker, and ordained 
minister who treasures “sanctuary” and sharing his practice of 
“pausing” to help us rest, renew, and live wholeheartedly. 6:00 ­ 9:00 
pm via Zoom. Register here.

In the Community

https://www.instagram.com/pspyoungadult/
https://www.facebook.com/PadreSerraParish
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/Dx4qcmq/advent
https://maryjoseph.org/event/major-fundraiser-with-terry-hershey/
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Pray for Our Sick 
Casey Allen, Lisa Alonzo, Shirley Brown, Katie Ceurvorst, Thomas 
Collins, Liesa Comeau, Baby Wyatt Davis, Kalei Durand, Noelani 
Durand, Claire Estes, Joe Flores, Sharon Garcia, Tawfík Haddád, 
Stephanie Hooper, Mary Hopple, Barbara Layton, Sue Leahy, 
Rosemary Maldonado, Evelyn McMillion, Lolita Reyes, Connie 
Rigney, Mike Robles, Jackson Soyster, baby Penelope Swartz, Linda 
Vesey and Tom Vesey. (Names are refreshed monthly.) 
 
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently. 
May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus. 
 
Prayer Opportunities 
Daily Readings: bible.usccb.org 
Parish Book of Intentions: www.padreserra.org/intentions 
Prayer Chain: Prayers anytime  
  Bette (805) 482·0067 bette_church@hotmail.com 
  Shirley (805) 482·2617 brownshehorn@gmail.com 
  or visit www.padreserra.org/prayer­requests 
Stations of the Cross: www.padreserra.org/stations 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help: www.padreserra.org/news/olph 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel: www.padreserra.org/prayer

Prayer Life

Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
 
Matthew 25:31­46 ~ Jesus’ kingdom is one of actions and deeds 
Today’s Gospel describes the final judgment under the figure of a 
king­shepherd who separates the good and bad animals in his flock. 
All of us will be judged by God as to how well they care for the 
weak and disadvantaged. Caring for “the least” of our sisters and 
brothers seems to be our highest calling. As you grapple with this 
very strong, direct, and demanding Gospel passage, name the people 
for whom you have cared personally. What can you do (alone, with 
friends, or with your family) to help those who are without food, 
shelter, or have other needs? When have you seen Jesus in the poor?

Faith Sharing Question 
We Welcome Our New Catholics 
This past week was a busy and blessed one for our parish! On 
November 14, Ron Spooner, a baptized Christian, was received into 
the Church, confirmed, and joined us at the table of the Eucharist for 
the first time. On November 17, eleven of our Elect were fully 
initiated through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and First 
Communion: Vivian Aldapa, Dan Armitage, Adrian Avalos, Aubriella 
Avalos, Christian Conley, Shane Conley, Leah Cowans, Lindsey 
Cowans, Lily Kirksey, David Mitchell, and Christopher Thompson. 
On November 18, Jim Ramey was also fully initiated. We warmly 
welcome them all and thank God for their presence among us and the 
gifts they bring to our parish.

Becoming Catholic

Catholic Campaign for Human Development 
Founded to break the cycle of poverty in the United States, CCHD, 
with your support of this collection, brings change to communities 
across the country and empowers those living in poverty to transform 
their lives. Please prayerfully consider how you are able to help 
CCHD and work on the margins. To learn more about the collection 
for the Catholic Campaign for Human Development, visit 
www.usccb.org/cchd/collection

Giving

Thanksgiving Day Liturgy 
Thursday, November 26, 9:00 am, online. Did you know that 
Eucharist means thanksgiving? Our local tradition is to bring the 
bread, wine, or cider that will be shared at the Thanksgiving table to 
church. We lay them on the altar steps where they will be blessed 
before we take them back home to serve those we love. This year, 
since we are celebrating virtually, please have the bread, wine, or 
cider handy wherever you’re watching the livestream. and we will 
bless it as you hold it. 
 
 Have a Blessed Holiday! November 25 to 27 
 The parish office will close at noon on Wednesday and reopen on 
Monday. In case of an emergency requiring a priest please call  
(805) 512·3208.  

Other Notes

https://bible.usccb.org/podcasts/audio
https://www.padreserra.org/prayer-requests.html
https://www.usccb.org/committees/catholic-campaign-human-development/2020-catholic-campaign-human-development-collection
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24/7 Toll Free: (888) 282-1775
Our Mission Estado Dela Misión

We exist to provide empathy, Existimos para proporcionar empatía,
reliability, competent, and confiabilidad, atención competente 

compassionate care for our y compasiva para nuestros pacientes
patients and their families y sus familias mientras enfrantan

as they face life limiting illness. enfermedades que limitan la vida.

Kathleen MacAller
Telling & MacAller Insurance Services

Group • Individual • Medicare
kathleen@tellmacinsurance.com

(805) 371-6276
5301-C Mission Oaks Blvd., Camarillo, CA 93012

Parishioner in music ministry since 1999

CA DOI LIC# 0M25202

A+

NEW ROOFS • RE-ROOFS • ROOF REPAIRS
SHINGLES • TILES • GUTTERS
METAL ROOFING • DOWNSPOUTS

QUALITY ROOFING AT
A PRICE YOU CAN
AFFORD

Liability Insured • Bonded
Workers’ Comp St Lic #599538

Mendezroofingcoinc@gmail.com

((880055))   664422--66111111

Alfonso
Mendez

Se Habla Español

PENNY TEAGUE
805-384-2652

“THE REAL ESTATE TEAM”
California Realty

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.

ACOUSTIC HEARING AIDS
Roger A. Caldwell (805) 482-1104
2412 Ponderosa Dr. North B-101

Includes T-COIL Near Pleasant Valley Hospital

Tom Cronley, CFP®
Financial Advisor
2360 East Ventura Blvd. Ste B
Camarillo, CA 93010

805-389-6699

Family Owned
And Operated!

Dine In
Take Out
Catering

Fundraising

Join Our Mailing List at PrestoPasta.com to
GET $3 OFF ANY PURCHASE!

Camarillo
805.445.7737

1701 Daily Dr

Newbury Park
805.498.7737
1025 Broadbeck Rd

Ventura
805.658.2898
5722 Telephone Rd

VENTURA EYE INSTITUTE
MICHAEL T. RAGEN, M.D.

• Laser • Glaucoma
• Cataracts • Eyelid Surgery

3801 Las Posas Rd., Ste. # 112, Camarillo, CA 93010
(805) 388-1211

VENTURA EYE INSTITUTE

Independent Capital Management, Inc
Rich Frank, CFP ®
Investment Advisor Representative*
770 Paseo Camarillo, #130, Camarillo, CA 93010
CA Insurance Lic.: 0E54719
805-484-1011 Ext 116
rfrank@sagepointadvisor.com
INVESTMENTS / RETIREMENT PLANNING 
PERSONAL FINANCIAL PLANNING
*Securities and investment services offered through 
SagePoint Financial Inc., member FINRA/SIPC and 
a registered investment advisor. Parishioner

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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11
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90
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BBB
Member

EXCELLENZ
PAINTING

Interior, Exterior, All Phases
Acoustic & Wallpaper Removal

Special Quote
For Renters, Realtors

& Parishioners
Pedro Alatorre
805-223-9384

Franklin & Vizzo
Plumbing

Plumbing and Heating
Service - Repairs

24 Hour 
Emergency Service

Senior Discounts
Lic. No 389926 Ventura

805-641-1997
www.franklinandvizzo.com

Engaging Hearts, Changing Lives,
Erasing Boundaries
• Non Profit
• Serving Seniors for 130 Years
• Originated by the Sisters of Mercy
• Full-time Pastor on Staff

805.388.5277
2500 Ponderosa Drive North

Camarillo, CA 93010

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

DON VANASSE
CUSTOM

BUILDERS, INC.
• Custom Homes
• Room Additions
• Patio Covers
• Remodeling

(805) 383-9191
General Contractor
License #657528
Bonded • Insured

Parishioner

• Room Additions

JERRY J. ZINS, JR., CFP®, CLU, ChFC
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERTM

Wealth Management Specialist
Investments • IRA’s • 401k’s

400 Camarillo Ranch Road, Suite 202
805-384-1186 • www.yoursummitwealth.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. CA Insurance Lic. # 0708854

Parishioner

Support your community for the next 10 years!
Take the Census by:

Wednesday, September 30, 2020

1st Time Home Buyers • Loans to 3 Million

Down Payment Assistance • Reverse Mortgages

Home Equity Conversion Mortgage for Seniors

Steve Carrigan, CMPS
Certified Mortgage Planning Specialist

Email: Steve@CFGteam.com

www.SteveCarrigan.com

Kelley          Steve

805.389.0282

771 Daily Drive Suite 120 Camarillo, California 93010
Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California

Residential Mortgage Lending Act. License # 413-1108, NMLS #267891 & #267895

Kelley          Steve



SCOTT KELLY, ChFC, CLU
Parishioner
Registered Principal Independent Financial Planner
COMPREHENSIVE WEALTH MANAGEMENT

• Retirement & Education Planning
• IRAs, 401ks, SEP-IRAs
• Life & Long Term Care Insurance

COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION 

(805) 652-6938
Scott.Kelly@LPL.com

CA Insurance Lic. OB66575 
Securities Offered Through LPL Financial Member FINRA/SIPC

ELITE COMFORT SENIOR CARE 
CAREGIVING AGENCY

HCO# 564700042 Bonded & Insured
All Caregivers are HCA Licensed

Call for a free consultation: 805-824-5291
www.elitecomfortcare.com

401 Mobil Ave., Ste. #4, Camarillo 93010
Full range of options tailored to your needs including:

Long/Short Term Care • Companionship • Daily Living
Meal Prep • Housekeeping • Escort to Errands

BETCY ELIE, REALTOR
CalBRE #01079218  | CalBRE #00808278
Call/Text (805) 910-6443
betcyelie@gmail.com
www.Betcy-Elie.kw.com
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

Betcy is a Certified Military Relocation Professional, eager to help active 
and former military service members with their real estate needs.

14 YR Local Parishioner

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Business Valuation & Appraisal Services
Ryan Forbes, ASA ~ Parishioner

Accredited Senior Appraiser in Business Valuation,
Gift/Estate, 409A, M&A, Enterprise Valuation, Discount Studies

818.351.6105 | rforbes@calvalgroup.com
www.calvalgroup.com

EDSALL LAW APC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

David E. Edsall
Katherine Edsall Wells

BUSINESS • PROBATE • TRUST
TELEPHONE (805) 484-9002    400 CAMARILLO RANCH RD. # 102
FACSIMILE: (805) 482-1472                        CAMARILLO, CA 93012
Email:David@EdsallLaw.com             www.EdsallLaw.com

FINE ITALIAN CUISINE
AND BEER GARDEN

5800 Santa Rosa, Suite 140
Camarillo, CA 93012

(less than 2 miles from church)

805.388.5550
www.TheManhattanOfCamarillo.com

Private Wine Room
Available for

Rehearsal Dinners,
Showers, Sacramental

Celebrations,
Corporate Functions,

and More

Open for
Lunch & Dinner

Live
Entertainment

Fri - Sun

THERESA L. McCONVILLE
Attorney-At-Law

ESTATE PLANNING • WILLS • TRUSTS • PROBATE
340 Rosewood Ave., Suite R

Camarillo, CA  93010 484-0514

Your
ad

could
be in this

space!

THINKING 
ABOUT A 

REVERSE 
MORTGAGE?

For a casual, frank, HONEST personal
discussion on the HUD sponsored

REVERSE MORTGAGE program, call:
Cell (805) 816-1781

JOHN A. SINKER
NOW: PURCHASE with a REVERSE MORTGAGE

NMLS # 250487 50 Yr. Local Parishioner BRE # 01257049

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!
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Helping Families Make the Right Move

Douglas E. Hill
Certified Public Accountant

“The highest compliment we can
receive is the referral of family and
friends. Thank you for your trust!”
1800 Ventura Blvd.

Camarillo, CA 93010
(805) 484-0496

REALTOR

Derrick Timmons
“Personal Service,

Professional Results”

805.807.3987
realtortimmons@gmail.com
www.derricktimmons.com

DRE# 01886244




