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I Forgive You 
 
Dear friends on the journey, 
 
On September 6, 2018 Botham Jean was killed by Amber Guyger. Thirteen months later Amber was convicted of 
murder and sentenced to ten years in prison. The circumstances of this case are important, but not the whole story. You 
may recall that Amber was a white female police officer who entered what she thought was her apartment to find 
Botham, a young black man, sitting on her couch. Thinking he was an intruder, she fatally wounded him. Later it was 
revealed that it was in fact not her apartment. She entered Botham’s home where he was unarmed, sitting on the couch 
eating ice cream. 
 
I believe the lesson here is forgiveness. At the sentencing hearing, Botham’s brother Brandt, in his victim impact 
statement, told Amber that he loved her as a person, wanted only the best for her, and offered his forgiveness for her 
actions that had ultimately taken his brother’s life. Brandt then asked permission to hug the defendant Amber. Gasps, 
tears and sniffles filled the courtroom during their one­minute embrace.  
 
What struck me most deeply in this tragic story was young Brandt. How could someone forgive the murderer of a 
loved one? How could an 18­year­old have such wisdom? He said it repeatedly in his statement…God. It was clear 
that his Christian faith has so strongly shaped this young man and his values. He understood that God would forgive 
her, and that he should too. I wonder if I could do the same thing. Could I offer forgiveness to someone who hurt me 
so deeply? 
 
To this point in Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus is revealing the secrets of the kingdom of God. We’ve had the Beatitudes 
back in chapter six followed by his teachings on the dangers of wealth, the importance of denying oneself, and 
thinking as God does. In today’s parable, Jesus offers another insight: God’s mercy and the necessity of forgiveness. 
Grace, mercy, compassion and forgiveness not only describe the kingdom of God in heaven, they are also the keys to 
God’s kingdom on earth and how to live a happy life now.  
 
Today’s gospel holds us to a higher standard in God’s kingdom and teaches us about the freedom that comes with 
forgiveness. Nelson Mandela said it well: “Not forgiving someone is like drinking poison and expecting the other 
person to die.” The resentment, anger, pain, and grudges we harbor only bind us. Only when we ask God’s forgiveness 
and we forgive others can we make space for God’s grace and mercy in our lives, thus in turn our transgressor’s life.  
 
The rub is in the place of forgiving and not forgetting. Forgiveness is not forgetting nor condoning but an opportunity 
to learn a lesson and more about ourselves and another. This is the place of growth and transformation and to 
encounter Jesus, the ultimate sacrifice for our forgiveness.  
 
Easier said than done, I know. Lord knows I’m working on this myself but I challenge all of us today to be inspired by 
Brandt and look inside ourselves. Are we drinking poison? Or can we really 
offer forgiveness?  
 
Siempre Adelante, 

 
 
 

Teresa Runyon 
Faith Life Minister
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Everyone 18 to 39ish is welcome! www.padreserra.org/young-adults 
 
Bible Study and More  
We are gathering via Zoom every Thursday from 7:00 to 9:00 pm 

Young Adults

Everyone 14 to 39ish is welcome! 
 
Peer Leaders 
Ask brett@padreserra.org to add you to our GroupMe to keep you 
updated. Peer leaders help engage our Confirmation candidates by 
acting as mentors and facilitators during our weekly Confirmation 
sessions, our annual retreats, and at 4:12 youth nights.   If you are 
confirmed and are interested in joining our team contact 
youth@padreserra.org

Youth & Young Adults

12 months to Grade 8. 
 
Save the Date! September 14 & 15 
Parent meetings for Faith Formation all grades will be done virtually.  
    
Online Mass Activities 
To be done at certain times during Mass, watch carefully! (see page 
12)

 Everyone 14 to 18 is welcome! youth@padreserra.org  
 
4:12  
Join Brett and peer leaders, for fun and fellowship via Zoom. Ask 
brett@padreserra.org to add you to our GroupMe to keep you 
updated.

High School

Faith Formation Registration Final Days 
Help your kids grow to know, love, and serve Jesus!  This year we are 
offering a distance learning program as well as a combination of 
distance learning and on­campus sessions when it is safe to gather 
once again. Grades 1 and 2 combined distance learning and on­
campus sessions are now full; only the distance learning option is 
available. Please contact jennifer@padreserra.org with questions. To 
Register online today at www.padreserra.org/registration 
 
Catholic Social Teachings and the Signs of the Times ~ 
September 15 
The phrase “these are unprecedented times” has become very trite in 
recent months. Nevertheless, these unprecedented times are an 
invitation to study Catholic Social Teachings. Learn more and 
register at www.padreserra.org/news/social­teachings

Sign-up Time!

Children

Our Lady of Perpetual Help ~ September 16, 23, 30 
Join us online for prayer and devotion to our Mother Mary. 
Wednesdays 6:30 ­ 7:30 pm. Contact:  
Madel omphnovenapsp@gmail.com  
  
Knitting Ministry ~ September 17, 24 
A fellowship and service ministry where all skill levels of knitting 
and crocheting are welcome. Thursdays 9:30 ­ 11:30 am Serra Center 
patio. Donna healthysneaker7@gmail.com   
 
PAX Christi ~ September 17 
Come to our virtual Pax Christi evening of prayer and reflection. We 
continue with the Examen, the third phase “Review” of racism. Let 
us join together as we bring the light and peace of Christ into this 
transformative opportunity of rebuilding in our time. 7:00   8:30 pm. 
RSVP/Zoom link: Deacon Luc lucpapillon@gmail.com or Gary 
gfreeberg@gmail.com. “If you want peace, work for justice.” ­ Pope 
Paul VI 
 
Writers Group ~ September 18, 25 
We gather. We pray. We write. If you enjoy writing, you are welcome 
any Friday to share your work and to listen to the inspiring writing of 
others. Fridays 10:00 am ­ 12:00 pm, via Zoom and in the courtyard. 
Masks, hand sanitizing, and social distancing are required to attend. 
Linda calmest1@verizon.net   
 
Women’s Ministry ~ September 21 
Seeds of Faith, our women’s faith sharing group, will continue 
discussing the pastoral letter “Open Wide Our Hearts.”  7:00 ­ 8:30 
pm via Zoom. To participate contact  
Cynthia cjonescampbell@yahoo.com   
 
Caregivers Support Group ~ September 22 
Caritas offers support to those who are caring for an aging parent, 
relative, or spouse. 7:00 pm, via Zoom. Contact  
Patricia sentclan@gmail.com  
 
St. Vincent de Paul 
We offer tangible assistance to those in need on a person­to­person 
basis. Aid may take the form of intervention, consultation, or often 
through direct dollar or in­kind service. Those in need of assistance 
should call (805) 504·4753. To volunteer, contact  
Terri terrikorell@gmail.com   
 
Pastoral Care 
During this time of quarantine, if you’re feeling a bit blue or just 
want to connect or chat and would like a friendly ear and virtual 
shoulder, please reach out to Teresa Runyon teresa@padreserra.org 
or at (805) 482·6417 x322.

Adults

until the current COVID­19 situation is resolved and we’re allowed 
to meet again. We will be doing a Bible Study with some other 
activities mixed in. See our Instagram @pspyoungadult or Facebook 
@PadreSerraYA for other events! For more information please 
contact brett@padreserra.org

http://www.padreserra.org/news/social-teachings
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=PadreSerraYA
https://www.instagram.com/pspyoungadult/
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Mass on the Grass

Pray for Our Sick 
Lisa Alonzo, Barbara Breeden, Gene Brooker, Shirley Brown, Jeanne 
Canty, Katie Ceurvorst, Thomas Collins, Liesa Comeau, Nicholas 
Czajka, Baby Wyatt Davis, Sharon Garcia, Travis Heck, Tina 
Herford, Patrick McCormack, Eileen Moore, Nicolas Notter, Heather 
Palmer, Mike Robles, Jackson Soyster, Shirley Vadnais, Linda Vesey 
and Sage Wiatt. (Names are refreshed monthly.) 
 
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently. 
May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus. 
 
Prayer Opportunities 
Daily Readings: bible.usccb.org 
Parish Book of Intentions: www.padreserra.org/intentions 
Prayer Chain: Prayers anytime  
  Bette (805) 482·0067 bette_church@hotmail.com 
  Shirley (805) 482·2617 brownshehorn@gmail.com 
  or visit www.padreserra.org/prayer­requests 
Stations of the Cross: www.padreserra.org/stations 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help: www.padreserra.org/news/olph 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel: www.padreserra.org/prayer

Prayer Life

Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
Matthew 18:21­35 ~ We are called to forgive others as Jesus 
forgives us.   
In today’s gospel, Jesus challenges us to forgive. Do you feel 
confident enough in God’s love in your own life to forgive others? 
Why or why not? If not, how can you become more aware of God’s 
abounding love for you?

Faith Sharing Question 

In loving memory of Barbara Miller 
  Michael & Willaine Conroy 
 
In loving memory of Clovis Peres 
  Ellen Leonard 
  Belinda Peres & Family 
 
In loving memory of Roger Apodaca 
  Ann Featherston 
 
In honor of Victor Corpuz on his birthday 
  Corpuz Family

Memorial & Honorarium

Join Us on Zoom! 
Catholic Inquiry, for those who are interested in learning more about 
the Catholic Church, continues on Zoom twice a month at 7:00 pm. 
This month’s meetings are on Sept. 15 and 22. For more information, 
contact Catherine Shadduck at (805) 482·6417 x331or 
catherine@padreserra.org

Becoming Catholic
Adopt­A­Grandparent  
Having A Grand Time is a new youth­run organization, inspired by 
John 13:34 and developed during the COVID pandemic, to connect 
seniors with young volunteers to establish a friendship through 
phone calls, FaceTime, virtual reading sessions, letters, and lots of 
love. Designed for children ages 10 ­ 17 to volunteer. Info and to 
apply: Akayla at havingagrandtimeCA@gmail.com. “I give you a 
new commandment: love one another. As I have loved you, so you 
also should love one another.” John 13:34

In the Community

Virtual Courtyard 
Begins at 9:45 am. Every Sunday, we present our lastest Ministries’ 
News, celebrations, and short videos from friends and family right 
before and after online Mass. Let’s stay in touch, send us a greeting! 
Visit www.padreserra.org/courtyard

In the Courtyard

We continue celebrating Mass outdoors in the Serra Center’s 
backyard.  
   •  Please maintain social distance all the way to your seat. 
   •  Be sure to wear a face mask and sanitize your hands. 
   •  We have 220 of our black chairs. If you want the greatest safety 
       at the Mass on the Grass, bring your own lawn or beach chairs, 
       and sit at a greater distance.  
   •  Neither the state of California nor the archdiocese have placed 
       any age restrictions for participating. They both heavily 
       recommend people over 65 not attend, especially if you smoke 
       or have high blood pressure, diabetes, respiratory system 
       disease, or cardiovascular disease. 
   •  The Mass schedule: 
               ◦   Saturday, 6:00 pm Mass on the Grass 
               ◦   Sunday, 10:0 am Online Mass  
                   at www.padreserra.org/mass or www.youtube.com/psptv 
               ◦   Sunday, 6:00 pm Mass on the Grass 
We are looking forward to seeing you online and in the backyard! 

https://bible.usccb.org
https://www.padreserra.org/prayer-requests.html
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Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Each day, we choose again what is most important in our lives.

The days of the week are shown below
with ideas of what we could live for. 
In each sun, cross out the last word

and write “the Lord” beneath it. 
As Paul told the Roman people (Romans 14:7–9),

it is the only way to lasting happiness!



24/7 Toll Free: (888) 282-1775
Our Mission Estado Dela Misión

We exist to provide empathy, Existimos para proporcionar empatía,
reliability, competent, and confiabilidad, atención competente 

compassionate care for our y compasiva para nuestros pacientes
patients and their families y sus familias mientras enfrantan

as they face life limiting illness. enfermedades que limitan la vida.

Kathleen MacAller
Telling & MacAller Insurance Services

Group • Individual • Medicare
kathleen@tellmacinsurance.com

(805) 371-6276
5301-C Mission Oaks Blvd., Camarillo, CA 93012

Parishioner in music ministry since 1999

CA DOI LIC# 0M25202

A+

NEW ROOFS • RE-ROOFS • ROOF REPAIRS
SHINGLES • TILES • GUTTERS
METAL ROOFING • DOWNSPOUTS

QUALITY ROOFING AT
A PRICE YOU CAN
AFFORD

Liability Insured • Bonded
Workers’ Comp St Lic #599538

Mendezroofingcoinc@gmail.com

((8800 55))   6644 22 --6611 11 11

Alfonso
Mendez

Se Habla Español

PENNY TEAGUE
805-384-2652

“THE REAL ESTATE TEAM”
California Realty

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.

ACOUSTIC HEARING AIDS
Roger A. Caldwell (805) 482-1104
2412 Ponderosa Dr. North B-101

Includes T-COIL Near Pleasant Valley Hospital

Tom Cronley, CFP®
Financial Advisor
2360 East Ventura Blvd. Ste B
Camarillo, CA 93010

805-389-6699

Family Owned
And Operated!

Dine In
Take Out
Catering

Fundraising

Join Our Mailing List at PrestoPasta.com to
GET $3 OFF ANY PURCHASE!

Camarillo
805.445.7737

1701 Daily Dr

Newbury Park
805.498.7737
1025 Broadbeck Rd

Ventura
805.658.2898
5722 Telephone Rd

VENTURA EYE INSTITUTE
MICHAEL T. RAGEN, M.D.

• Laser • Glaucoma
• Cataracts • Eyelid Surgery

3801 Las Posas Rd., Ste. # 112, Camarillo, CA 93010
(805) 388-1211

VENTURA EYE INSTITUTE

Independent Capital Management, Inc
Rich Frank, CFP ®
Investment Advisor Representative*
770 Paseo Camarillo, #130, Camarillo, CA 93010
CA Insurance Lic.: 0E54719
805-484-1011 Ext 116
rfrank@sagepointadvisor.com
INVESTMENTS / RETIREMENT PLANNING 
PERSONAL FINANCIAL PLANNING
*Securities and investment services offered through 
SagePoint Financial Inc., member FINRA/SIPC and 
a registered investment advisor. Parishioner

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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EXCELLENZ
PAINTING

Interior, Exterior, All Phases
Acoustic & Wallpaper Removal

Special Quote
For Renters, Realtors

& Parishioners
Pedro Alatorre
805-223-9384

Franklin & Vizzo
Plumbing

Plumbing and Heating
Service - Repairs

24 Hour 
Emergency Service

Senior Discounts
Lic. No 389926 Ventura

805-641-1997
www.franklinandvizzo.com

Engaging Hearts, Changing Lives,
Erasing Boundaries
• Non Profit
• Serving Seniors for 130 Years
• Originated by the Sisters of Mercy
• Full-time Pastor on Staff

805.388.5277
2500 Ponderosa Drive North

Camarillo, CA 93010

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

DON VANASSE
CUSTOM

BUILDERS, INC.
• Custom Homes
• Room Additions
• Patio Covers
• Remodeling

(805) 383-9191
General Contractor
License #657528
Bonded • Insured

Parishioner

• Room Additions

JERRY J. ZINS, JR., CFP®, CLU, ChFC
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERTM

Wealth Management Specialist
Investments • IRA’s • 401k’s

400 Camarillo Ranch Road, Suite 202
805-384-1186 • www.yoursummitwealth.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. CA Insurance Lic. # 0708854

Parishioner

Support your community for the next 10 years!
Take the Census by:

Wednesday, September 30, 2020

1st Time Home Buyers • Loans to 3 Million

Down Payment Assistance • Reverse Mortgages

Home Equity Conversion Mortgage for Seniors

Steve Carrigan, CMPS
Certified Mortgage Planning Specialist

Email: Steve@CFGteam.com

www.SteveCarrigan.com

Kelley          Steve

805.389.0282

771 Daily Drive Suite 120 Camarillo, California 93010
Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California

Residential Mortgage Lending Act. License # 413-1108, NMLS #267891 & #267895

Kelley          Steve



SCOTT KELLY, ChFC, CLU
Parishioner
Registered Principal Independent Financial Planner
COMPREHENSIVE WEALTH MANAGEMENT

• Retirement & Education Planning
• IRAs, 401ks, SEP-IRAs
• Life & Long Term Care Insurance

COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION 

(805) 652-6938
Scott.Kelly@LPL.com

CA Insurance Lic. OB66575 
Securities Offered Through LPL Financial Member FINRA/SIPC

ELITE COMFORT SENIOR CARE 
CAREGIVING AGENCY

HCO# 564700042 Bonded & Insured
All Caregivers are HCA Licensed

Call for a free consultation: 805-824-5291
www.elitecomfortcare.com

401 Mobil Ave., Ste. #4, Camarillo 93010
Full range of options tailored to your needs including:

Long/Short Term Care • Companionship • Daily Living
Meal Prep • Housekeeping • Escort to Errands

BETCY ELIE, REALTOR
CalBRE #01079218  | CalBRE #00808278
Call/Text (805) 910-6443
betcyelie@gmail.com
www.Betcy-Elie.kw.com
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

Betcy is a Certified Military Relocation Professional, eager to help active 
and former military service members with their real estate needs.

14 YR Local Parishioner

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Business Valuation & Appraisal Services
Ryan Forbes, ASA ~ Parishioner

Accredited Senior Appraiser in Business Valuation,
Gift/Estate, 409A, M&A, Enterprise Valuation, Discount Studies

818.351.6105 | rforbes@calvalgroup.com
www.calvalgroup.com

EDSALL LAW APC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

David E. Edsall
Katherine Edsall Wells

BUSINESS • PROBATE • TRUST
TELEPHONE (8 0 5 ) 4 8 4 -9 0 0 2     4 0 0  CAMARILLO RANCH RD. # 1 0 2
FACSIMILE: (8 0 5 ) 4 8 2 -1 4 7 2                         CAMARILLO, CA 9 3 0 1 2
Email:David@EdsallLaw.com             www.EdsallLaw.com

FINE ITALIAN CUISINE
AND BEER GARDEN

5800 Santa Rosa, Suite 140
Camarillo, CA 93012

(less than 2 miles from church)

805.388.5550
www.TheManhattanOfCamarillo.com

Private Wine Room
Available for

Rehearsal Dinners,
Showers, Sacramental

Celebrations,
Corporate Functions,

and More

Open for
Lunch & Dinner

Live
Entertainment

Fri - Sun

THERESA L. McCONVILLE
Attorney-At-Law

ESTATE PLANNING • WILLS • TRUSTS • PROBATE
340 Rosewood Ave., Suite R

Camarillo, CA  93010 484-0514

Your
ad

could
be in this

space!

THINKING 
ABOUT A 

REVERSE 
MORTGAGE?

For a casual, frank, HONEST personal
discussion on the HUD sponsored

REVERSE MORTGAGE program, call:
Cell (805) 816-1781

JOHN A. SINKER
NOW: PURCHASE with a REVERSE MORTGAGE

NMLS # 250487 50 Yr. Local Parishioner BRE # 01257049

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!
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Helping Families Make the Right Move

Douglas E. Hill
Certified Public Accountant

“The highest compliment we can
receive is the referral of family and
friends. Thank you for your trust!”
1800 Ventura Blvd.

Camarillo, CA 93010
(805) 484-0496

REALTOR

Derrick Timmons
“Personal Service,

Professional Results”

805.807.3987
realtortimmons@gmail.com
www.derricktimmons.com

DRE# 01886244




