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The Living Ark of the Covenant 
 
Dear Faith Family, 
 
I’m always amazed when I reflect upon our Blessed Mother. Upon reflection of this week’s readings, there was no 
exception.  
 
We’ve all heard the story of the Visitation. A pregnant Mary and her spouse travel through the hill country to the 
town of Judah to visit her cousin. Upon arrival, Elizabeth hears Mary’s voice and the unborn John the Baptist leaps 
with joy.  
 
At first glance, this is a very cute occurrence; not only is Elizabeth excited to see her family, but Baby John the 
Baptist can’t help but to be excited to see his cousin as well. It is something we would see in a children’s movie or 
in a book.  
 
When we read between the lines though, it goes beyond just a cute occurrence; it is a recognition of Mary as the 
new Ark of the Covenant. 
 
I’m sure many of us have seen “Raiders of the Lost Ark.” If you are like me, the scene where the guy’s face melts 
upon seeing the Ark is tattooed into your brain. Because of this, a lot of us would associate the Ark of the 
Covenant as some mythical case that was dangerous. But the Old Testament explains that essentially, the Ark 
contained God. 
 
We believe that we have the body, blood, soul and divinity of Christ present in each tabernacle across the world. In 
fact, a lot of tabernacles have various themes within their structure that is similar to the Ark. Why am I mentioning 
this? Because Mary is the new Ark, the living tabernacle, who contained God. In fact, when John the Baptist leaps 
with joy, it is supposed to bring us back to the time when David would dance in front of the Ark. Scripture is not 
shy with the comparison. 
 
Obviously, we honor Mary in a unique way. Not as God, but as the one who has brought God to us. But sometimes 
we fall short in using the Blessed Mother as an example for us, especially as living tabernacles — as new Arks of 
the Covenant. Let us not be afraid to try to mimic our mom who was without sin, even when we fall short.  
 
When we receive Christ in the Eucharist, we act as Mary and as the Ark. We are 
the ones containing Christ. We are the ones called to bring the actual King of 
Kings to the real world. We are the ones who are commissioned to help others 
understand that they are beloved by their creator. We need aid in this, and thank 
God we have Mary as an example of one that makes “disciples of all nations.” 
 
God Bless, 

 
 
 
 

Brett Becker 
Youth and Young Adult Minister
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12 months to Grade 8. 

 
Register Your Children Ages 3 ­ 18 for Faith Formation 
Online registration for the 21/22 program year is now open. We are 
planning to return to in­person sessions. Please visit 
www.padreserra.org/registration 

 
Catechists Wanted for Faith Formation Ministry 
If you are fully vaccinated and love sharing your faith with children, 
we need YOU! Contact tere@padreserra.org   

 
Little Church ~ Age 3 Through Kindergarten 
Little Church is offered on Sundays during the 9:00 am and 11:00 am 
Mass times. Little Church is taking a small summer break; we hope 
to begin in­person gatherings in late summer. Register your little 
ones at www.padreserra.org/registration. Contact 
soraya@padreserra.org 

 
Liturgy of the Word Returns This Fall 
Grades 1 ­ 5. Our Sunday scripture is proclaimed and explained to 
children at their level, by faith­filled caring adults and teens, during 
our Sunday 9:00 am and 11:00 am Masses. This is open for all 
children grades 1 ­ 5; registration is NOT required. 
We need adult and teen volunteers: No experience is necessary; 
we will provide training and all you need. We need volunteers for 
both 9:00 am and 11:00 am Mass times.  Contact 
tere@padreserra.org 

 
Spark! ~ Grades 1 ­ 5 
Save the date: Parent meeting for new program year September 19 
and 20, at 6:30 pm in the Serra Center. 

 
Three:Sixteen ~ Grades 6 ­ 8 
Save the date: Parent meeting for new program year September 19 
and 20, at 6:30 pm in Serra Center.

 Everyone 14 to 18 is welcome! youth@padreserra.org  
 
Confirmation Y2 ­ August 15 
Our Year 2 gathering has moved from the 8th to the 15th, in the Serra 
Center backyard at 2:00 pm. Only two sessions left; don’t miss out, 
see you there. 
 
4:12 
Join Brett and peer leaders for fun and fellowship on most 
Wednesday nights. Teens make connections, share insights and 
concerns, and grow in faith. Ask brett@padreserra.org or follow us 
on Instagram.

High School

Everyone 14 to 39ish is welcome! 
 
Peer Leaders 
Peer Leaders help engage our Confirmation candidates by acting as 
mentors and facilitators during our weekly Confirmation sessions, 
our annual retreats, and at 4:12 youth nights. We meet every 
Tuesday, 6:30 pm. The session begins at 7:00 pm. Ask 
brett@padreserra.org to add you to our GroupMe to keep you 
updated. If you are confirmed and are interested in joining our team 
contact youth@padreserra.org

Youth LeadershipChildren

Women’s Spirituality Group ~ August 16 
Seeds of Faith, our women’s faith sharing group, returns from a 
summer break. Third Monday, 7:00 ­ 8:30 pm. Contact  
Gwen gwendolynjoy1@hotmail.com   
 
Gospel Hangout ~ August 17, 18 
A weekly one­hour get­together to read and discuss the previous 
Sunday’s gospel. We share our thoughts and experiences as inspired 
by scripture, but equally important, we share friendship and laughter. 
Grab your favorite beverage and join us Tuesday 11:30 am ­ 12:30 
pm or Wednesday 7:00 ­ 8:00 pm. RSVP: teresa@padrserra.org 
 
Divorce Support ~ August 17 
We offer a welcoming environment for people dealing with divorce, 
whether in the earliest stages of grief, the initial stages of coping 
with severe changes, or through the worst of it and now looking to 
move forward, grow, and serve. 7:00 ­ 8:30 pm, online. Contact 
Cynthia cjonescampbell@yahoo.com 
 
Bereavement Support ~ August 19 
We offer support to those who have lost a loved one. 10:00 am, San 
Fernando room. Contact Betty Bright­Martinez (805) 407·3000, 
bettybright41@gmail.com  
 
PAX Christi ~ August 19 
Join in person for prayer, study, and act for justice and peace in the 
spirit of nonviolence and Catholic social teaching as we continue our 
reflection on Pope Francis’ recent book Let Us Dream; The Path to a 
Better Future. 7:00 ­ 8:30 pm, San Fernando room. Contact: Deacon 
Luc Papillon lucpapillon@gmail.com. Our greatest power is not in 
the respect that others have for us, but in the service we can offer 
others. ­ Pope Francis  
 
Men’s Fellowship Dinner ~ August 21 
We meet monthly at a local restaurant to talk, eat, pray, and drink 
together. 6:30 pm, Topa Topa Brewing Co., 2024 Ventura Blvd., 
Camarillo. Contact: Tony Likovich tonylik1@gmail.com 
 
Caregivers Support Group ~ August 24 
Caritas offers support to those who are caring for an aging parent, 
relative, or spouse. Fourth Tuesday, 7:00 pm, in the Carmel room 
and via Zoom. Contact Patricia sentclan@gmail.com  

Adults

https://www.instagram.com/pspyouth/
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Weekend Schedule 
       •  Saturday, 5:00 pm  Mass on the Grass, socially distanced 
          outside 
       •  Sunday, 7:30 am Mass in the church, no distancing 
       •  Sunday, 9:00 am  Mass on the Grass, socially distanced 
          outside 
       •  Sunday, 11:00 am Mass in the church, no distancing, and 
          livestreamed 
 
Weekday Mass 
       •  Monday to Friday, 8:00 am, no distancing 
 
Pray for Our Sick 
Ella Madison Alandy, Patricia Bergman, Shirley Brown, Michele 
Burger, Jennifer Canzano, Katie Ceurvorst, Thomas Collins, Rodolfo 
Cruz, Wyatt Davis, Rico Flores, Robert Foster, Sharon Garcia, Travis 
Heck, Tina Herford, Barbara Humphrey, John Jomeruck, Edna Jost, 
Marty Kinsey, Mary Little, Donna Lovato, Kevin Lower, Hadley 
Maringa, Christine Maraboto, Chuck Purcell, Marty Saine, Vicki 
Schweitzer, Carol Shook, Kanani Soares and Kylie Wilson. (Names 
are refreshed monthly.) 
 
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently: 
Salvador Pujol, RIP 
  Beloved father of Kristian Pujol 
Lorraine Ronga, RIP 
Hannah Szakacsy, RIP 
May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus. 
 
Prayer Opportunities 
Daily Readings: bible.usccb.org 
Parish Book of Intentions: www.padreserra.org/intentions 
Prayer Chain: Prayers anytime  
  Bette (805) 482·0067 bette_church@hotmail.com 
  Shirley (805) 482·2617 brownshehorn@gmail.com 
  or visit www.padreserra.org/prayer­requests 
Stations of the Cross: www.padreserra.org/stations 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help: www.padreserra.org/news/olph 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel: www.padreserra.org/prayer

Prayer Life

Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
Lk 1:39­56 ~ The Assumption of Mary  
“He has shown the strength of his arm.” How have I seen God’s 
power working in the world? How can I be a witness to God’s 
strength?

Faith Sharing Question 

“It is not the magnitude of our actions but the amount of love that is 
put into them that matters.” – Mother Teresa

Giving
We are Here for You! 
Our office hours are 
  • Monday through Thursday 8:00 am ­ 7:00 pm 
  • Friday 8:30 am ­ 4:30 pm 
  • Saturday 3:00 ­ 6:00 pm 
  • Sunday 8:00 am ­ 1:00 pm 
 
Locking Cars 
Our parking lot is not immune to theft, so please be sure always to 
lock the doors.

Other Notes

Many Peoples, One Mother ~ August 28 
Some 240 years ago a little town was born, originally named El 
Pueblo de la Reyna de Los Angeles (The Pueblo of the Queen of the 
Angels) after our loving Mother Mary. That pueblo is now simply 
called Los Angeles. As a settlement of Gabrieleno Indians later 
joined by European missionaries and Mexican settlers, the pueblo 
has continued to grow in both size and diversity. The foundation and 
growth of Los Angeles under the care of our patroness Mary Queen 
of the Angels is a woven tapestry of faith and peoples. Come 
celebrate the many peoples, one mother with Mass at 3:00 pm at the 
Cathedral or Livestream www.facebook.com/lacatholics

In the Community

Catholic Inquiry’s Summer Schedule ~ August 24 
Have you been considering becoming Catholic, or do you just want 
to inquire about the Catholic Faith before you decide to join our 
community? Summer is a good time to begin! During the summer, 
Inquiry continues to meet twice a month, on the second and fourth 
Tuesdays, 7:00 ­ 8:30 pm, via Zoom. Our summer dates: August 24, 
September 14 and 28. During the summer, we watch a series of 
DVDs on various Catholic themes followed by a discussion in a 
relaxed atmosphere. Come join us! In October, we will resume our 
weekly meetings. For information on the process of becoming 
Catholic or receiving Confirmation and First Communion if you are 
already a baptized Catholic adult, contact Catherine Shadduck  
(805) 482·6417 x331, catherine@padreserra.org

Becoming Catholic

In loving memory of Dennis Perrin 
  Kathleen & Jeffrey Asay, Granite Bay, CA

Memorial & Honorarium

https://www.facebook.com/lacatholics/
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/1?39
https://bible.usccb.org/podcasts/audio
https://www.padreserra.org/prayer-requests.html
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Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
When Mary came to visit her cousin and called out to her,

the baby inside Elizabeth jumped for joy!
Finish the picture of these women 

by following the instructions.
A. Draw hands and feet on Mary.
B. Finish writing the word “Blessed” above Elizabeth.
C. Put smiles on both their faces.
D. Color your picture however you like!
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