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“As for me and my household, we will serve the Lord” 
 
Dear parish family, 
 
As I meditated over our readings this Sunday I noticed a common theme throughout. We are given the 
opportunity to make a choice. In the first reading Joshua asks the tribes of Israel, whom they will serve. The 
choice was before the people to serve the gods of their 
fathers or would they serve the Lord who had taken them 
out of slavery in Egypt, protected on the journey and 
blessed them in a new land. The Israelites recognized all 
that God had done for them, a covenant of love. They saw 
the miracles with their own eyes! They chose to follow 
Our Lord, “As for me and my household, we will serve 
the Lord.” 
 
In the second reading St. Paul reminds us of the 
relationship of a husband and wife. To be subordinate, 
love and serve one another. Just like Christ loves the 
church. We are reminded of the choice a man and woman 
make to leave their parents to begin a new family, become 
one with their spouse. once again a covenant of love. 
Those of us that are married are well aware that marriage 
requires love, submission/compromise. The choices made for our family are always with the desire of the greater 
good for all its members. Christ himself is the perfect example of this love for his church.  
 
Lastly in the Gospel, Jesus reveals he is food for our souls. His words are spirit and life. Many of his followers 
can not understand or accept the concept that we are to eat his flesh. This is too much for many, and they chose 
to abandon him. Peter on the other hand has an epiphany, He recognizes Jesus as God. “Master, to whom shall 
we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and are convinced that you are the Holy One 
of God.” 
 
Throughout our readings we are reminded that we have the free will to make a choice. God’s love and blessing 
on his people is given freely. We are then given the choice to follow him and 
choose salvation or to walk away. This reminds me of something of a wise 
mother of a priest (Fr. Tony Ricard) often said to her own children, before 
they left the house. “Remember who you are and whose you are.” As we go 
out into the world, do people know we are Christian and we belong to God? 
“As for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”  
 
Siempre adelante, 

 
 
 

Tere Delgado 
Faith Formation Minister
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12 months to Grade 8. 
 
Register Your Children Ages 3 ­ 18  
Online registration for the 21/22 faith formation program year is now 
open. We are planning to return to in­person sessions. Please visit 
www.padreserra.org/registration 
 
Catechists for Faith Formation Needed  
If you are fully vaccinated and love sharing your faith with children, 
we need YOU! Contact tere@padreserra.org 
 
Little Church ~ Age 3 through Kindergarten 
Little Church is offered on Sundays during the 9:00 and 11:00 am 
Mass times. Little Church is currently on summer break; we hope to 
begin in­person gatherings soon. Register 
www.padreserra.org/registration. Contact soraya@padreserra.org 
 
Liturgy of the Word Returns this Fall 
Open for all children grades 1 ­ 5. Our Sunday scripture is 
proclaimed and explained to children at their level, by faith­filled 
caring adults and teens, during our Sunday 9:00 and 11:00 am 
Masses. Registration is NOT required.  
We need adult and teen volunteers: No experience is necessary; 
we will provide training and all you need. We need volunteers for 
both 9:00 and 11:00 am Mass times. Contact tere@padreserra.org 
 
Spark! ~ Grades 1  ­ 5 
Save the date: Parent meeting for new program year September 19 
and 20, at 6:30 pm in the Serra Center. 
 
Three:Sixteen ~ Grades 6  ­ 8 
Save the date: Parent meeting for new program year September 19 
and 20, at 6:30 pm in the Serra Center.

 Everyone 14 to 18 is welcome! youth@padreserra.org  
 
Confirmation Y2  ~ August 15 
We will gather in the Serra Center backyard at 2:00 pm. 
 
4:12 
Join Brett and peer leaders for fun and fellowship on most 
Wednesday nights. Teens make connections, share insights and 
concerns, and grow in faith. Ask brett@padreserra.org or follow us 
on Instagram.

High School

Everyone 14 to 39ish is welcome! 
 
Peer Leaders 
Peer leaders help engage our Confirmation candidates by acting as 

Youth Leadership

Everyone 18 to 39ish is welcome! www.padreserra.org/young-adults 
 
Bible Study and More 
We gather the first and third Thursdays of the month from 7:00 ­ 
9:00 pm. On the first Thursday, we do a Bible study, and on the third 
Thursday, we play a game. See our Instagram @pspyoungadult or 
Facebook @PadreSerraYA for other events! Contact 
brett@padreserra.org 
 
Employment Opportunity 
Padre Serra is looking for applicants to work in the reception office 
evenings and weekends. Applicants should be college­aged young 
adults who are friendly, welcoming, and responsible to greet visitors 
by phone and in person and help staff with various projects when 
needed. Applications are available in the parish office. For questions 
and to submit applications, contact Teresa Runyon 
teresa@padreserra.org

Young Adults

Children

Summer Bible Study ~ August 24, 31 
Every Tuesday morning we’ll get together to read, study and reflect 
on the upcoming Sunday’s readings. Bring your Bible to the San 
Fernando room 8:45 ­ 9:45 am. 
 
Gospel Hangout ~ August 24, 25 
A weekly one­hour get­together to read and discuss the previous 
Sunday’s gospel. We share our thoughts and experiences as inspired 
by scripture, but equally important, we share friendship and laughter. 
Grab your favorite beverage and join us Tuesday 11:30 am ­ 12:30 
pm or Wednesday 7:00 ­ 8:00 pm. RSVP: teresa@padrserra.org 
 
Meditative Movement Ministry ~ August 24, 26 
Join instructor Sheila Montgomery for an hour of prayerful, 
meditative movement using the practices of Tai Chi on Tuesdays and 
Yoga on Thursdays. Both classes are 2:00 ­ 3:00 pm in the Serra 
Center. Tai Chi is $5, and Yoga is $10. 
 
Bible Study ~ Begins September 13 
Through the Heart of St. Joseph is a multi­parish weekly Bible study 
facilitated by Rita DaCorsi Mondays 10:00 am ­ 12:00 pm at St. 
Paschal Baylon, Thousand Oaks. Questions/register: 
ritadacorsi@yahoo.com

Adults

mentors and facilitators during our weekly Confirmation sessions, 
our annual retreats, and at 4:12 youth nights. We meet every 
Tuesday, 6:30 pm. The session begins at 7:00 pm. Ask 
brett@padreserra.org to add you to our GroupMe to keep you 
updated. If you are confirmed and are interested in joining our team 
contact youth@padreserra.org

https://www.instagram.com/pspyouth/
https://www.facebook.com/PadreSerraYA
https://www.instagram.com/pspyoungadult/


Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time Page 9

Weekend Schedule 
       •  Saturday, 5:00 pm  Mass on the Grass, socially distanced 
          outside 
       •  Sunday, 7:30 am Mass in the church, no distancing 
       •  Sunday, 9:00 am  Mass on the Grass, socially distanced 
          outside 
       •  Sunday, 11:00 am Mass in the church, no distancing, and 
          livestreamed  
Weekday Mass 
       •  Monday to Friday, 8:00 am, no distancing  
Pray for Our Sick 
Ella Madison Alandy, Patricia Bergman, Shirley Brown, Michele 
Burger, Jennifer Canzano, Katie Ceurvorst, Thomas Collins, Morton 
Cook, Rodolfo Cruz, Wyatt Davis, Rico Flores, Robert Foster, 
Sharon Garcia, Travis Heck, Tina Herford, Barbara Humphrey, John 
Jomeruck, Edna Jost, Marty Kinsey, Mary Little, Donna Lovato, 
Kevin Lower, Christine Maraboto, Hadley Maringa, Chuck Purcell, 
Marty Saine, Vicki Schweitzer, Carol Shook, Kanani Soares, Kylie 
Wilson and Shirley Witlin. (Names are refreshed monthly.)  
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently: 
Lorna May Boulger, RIP 
  Beloved mother of Sue Spies 
Guy Dominguez, RIP 
  Beloved nephew of Pierre & Kathleen Forgette 
Michael Martinez, RIP 
  Beloved brother of Lisa Smith 
Rudy Perez Jr., RIP 
  Beloved son of Thomas & Lilian Larkin 
Shirley Jane Wise, RIP 
  Beloved mother of Marcia Galles 
May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus.  
Prayer Opportunities 
Daily Readings: bible.usccb.org 
Parish Book of Intentions: www.padreserra.org/intentions 
Prayer Chain: Prayers anytime  
  Bette (805) 482·0067 bette_church@hotmail.com 
  Shirley (805) 482·2617 brownshehorn@gmail.com 
  or visit www.padreserra.org/prayer­requests 
Stations of the Cross: www.padreserra.org/stations 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help: www.padreserra.org/news/olph 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel: www.padreserra.org/prayer

Prayer Life

Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
Jn 6:60­69 ~ You have the words of eternal life. 
In today’s passage, the disciples are faced with a choice. Peter, 
representing the Twelve, affirms their decision to stay with Jesus. 
“We have come to believe and are convinced that you are the Holy 
One of God.” What strengthens my faith? How can I convince others 
that Jesus is the Holy One of God?

Faith Sharing Question 

Together in Mission ~ Padre Serra Update! 
Goal: $139,726 
Year to Date: $53,095 donated by 166 households 
Gap: $86,631 to reach our goal 
Together in Mission directly and exclusively supports the poorest 
parishes and schools in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, 
demonstrating our faith in and love for one another — and that we 
truly are one Church. Envelopes are in the church lobby or visit 
www.padreserra.org/tim

Giving

Taking Care of Each Other 
With the increased cases of covid in our county, our parish leadership 
encourages all people, vaccinated and unvaccinated, to wear masks 
indoors, including here at Mass, to protect ourselves and our sisters 
and brothers in Christ. 
 
Watch! New Webpage 
We record our events, workshops, and presentations as often as we 
can.  Please share with others.  Visit www.padreserra.org/watch 
 
We are Here for You! 
Our office hours are 
Monday through Thursday 8:00 am ­ 7:00 pm 
Friday 8:30 am ­ 4:30 pm 
Saturday 3:00 ­ 6:00 pm 
Sunday 8:00 am ­ 1:00 pm 

Other Notes

Many Peoples, One Mother ~ August 28 
Some 240 years ago a little town was born, originally named El 
Pueblo de la Reyna de Los Angeles (The Pueblo of the Queen of the 
Angels) after our loving Mother Mary. That pueblo is now simply 
called Los Angeles. As a settlement of Gabrieleno Indians later 
joined by European missionaries and Mexican settlers, the pueblo 
has continued to grow in both size and diversity. The foundation and 
growth of Los Angeles under the care of our patroness Mary Queen 
of the Angels is a woven tapestry of faith and peoples. Come 
celebrate the many peoples, one mother with Mass at 3:00 pm at the 
Cathedral or livestream www.facebook.com/lacatholics

In the Community

Catholic Inquiry's Summer Schedule ~ August 24 
Have you been considering becoming Catholic, or do you just want 
to inquire about the Catholic Faith before you decide to join our 
community? Summer is a good time to begin! During the summer, 
Inquiry continues to meet second and fourth Tuesdays, 7:00 ­ 8:30 
pm, via Zoom. Our summer dates: August 24, September 14 and 28. 
During the summer, we watch a series of DVDs on various Catholic 
themes followed by a discussion in a relaxed atmosphere. Come join 
us! In October, we will resume our weekly meetings. For 
information on the process of becoming Catholic or receiving 
Confirmation and First Communion if you are already a baptized 
Catholic adult, contact Catherine Shadduck (805) 482·6417 x331, 
catherine@padreserra.org

Becoming Catholic

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/6?60
https://www.padreserra.org/watch.html
https://bible.usccb.org/podcasts/audio
https://www.padreserra.org/prayer-requests.html
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Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
Not all of Jesus’ followers remained loyal to him.

Some turned away because what he said
was hard for them to accept.

The question they needed to answer was,
“Is Jesus the Son of God?”

Read what these folks had to say, then use tally marks
at the bottom to record how many believed

and how many didn’t believe.
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