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Blessed Are They 
 
Dear Faith Family, 
 
One of my favorite things to experience is when I have the realization that our liturgies work seamlessly with 
each other. I especially enjoy when the readings have themes that have correlations that are impossible to 
ignore. 
 
This Sunday’s second reading is quite striking and it is indeed true. If Christ has been raised from the dead, 
how can we ignore the promise that we will be raised as well? It’s a pretty direct message and it is quite 
powerful. God always keeps his promises, even those that we perceive to be impossible. 
 
This Sunday’s Gospel fits perfectly with this idea. As humans, it is impossible to avoid suffering. We all have 
encountered the poor, hungry, weeping, etc., but I feel that it is safe to say that we have experienced these 
things as well. A lot of us have experienced times in our lives where it seems impossible that God is present.  
 
When we experience these things, we can sometimes correlate them with death. When we are downtrodden 
with nowhere to look, it may feel like a glimpse of death. Our Lord helps us to see that although the pursuit 
of suffering is not something we should do, there is somehow blessing in our most difficult times.  
 
Death is something that is not desired, but it is inevitable. But if  Christ preaches perfect life after death, love 
still somehow conquers. If love conquers the unconquerable, God is not only present in the pleasant parts of 
our lives, but he is equally present in the difficult parts. What an amazing message that our God preaches. He 
is there, at all times, even when it is hard to see Him. 
 
Notice though, that the theme of these readings aren’t “just be happy!”. God is simply letting us know that 
He is there, even when it seems like no one is. His love is eternal, not faltering when things become difficult. 
God meets us where we are, and we are truly blessed to have a God who will never fail in loving us, even in 
situations where we find it most difficult to love others or ourselves. 
 
These past 2 years have been hard, but on reflection, hopefully we recognize the God that conquered death 
has been present the whole time and he continues to be present to this day. 
 
Let us be images of God and let our friends and family who are suffering 
know that we are present, in the good and bad.  
 
God Bless, 

 
 
 
 

Brett Becker 
Youth and Young Adult Minister
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12 months to Grade 8. 
 
Little Church ~ February 13 
Age 3 through Kindergarten. Little Church continues to be distance 
learning; Ms. Soraya is putting together a lesson plan for families to 
do from the safety of their homes. We hope to return to in­person 
sessions soon. Contact soraya@padreserra.org 
 
Spark! ~ February 14, 16 
Grades 1  ­ 5. Spark returns to in­person sessions next week. For 
more information, contact jennifer@padreserra.org or 
christine@padreserra.org.  
 
Three:Sixteen ~ February 16 
Grades 6  ­ 8. Three:Sixteen returns to in­person sessions; for more 
information, please get in touch with youth@padreserra.org 
 
Living Faith  
Please share how you live out your faith at home with your kids. 
Send your pics to photo@padreserra.org

 Everyone 14 to 18 is welcome! youth@padreserra.org  
 
Confirmation Y1 ~ February 13 
Teens are doing weekly ministry; if you have not yet signed up for a 
ministry, please contact youth@padreserra.org 
 
Confirmation Y2 
Make sure you sign up for the GroupMe app to receive up­to­date 
information about sessions. Contact youthministy@padreserra.org 
 
4:12 
Join Brett and peer leaders for fun and fellowship on most 
Wednesday nights. Teens make connections, share insights and 
concerns, and grow in faith. Ask brett@padreserra.org or follow us 
on Instagram.

High SchoolChildren

Bible Faith Share ~ February 14, 28 
In­person faith sharing group, Mondays 8:45 ­ 9:45 am, San Juan 
Capistrano room. Masks required. Sherry Reynolds 
sherryr2256@gmail.com. Visit www.padreserra.org/faith­sharing 
 
Living Liturgy Bible Study ~ February 15, 22 
Dr. Paul Ford’s weekly reflection and study of the Sunday scriptures 
helps us better understand the good news message of Jesus Christ 
and how He is present in our lives. Resource books are available for 
purchase or bring your Bible or smart device. Tuesdays, 8:30 ­ 9:30 
am, Serra Center. Masks required. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/bible­study 
 
Gospel Hangout ~ February 15, 16 
Virtual faith sharing group discussing how the Sunday gospel 
intersects with our lives, Tuesdays 11:30 am ­ 12:30 pm. Wednesday 
7:00 ­ 8:00 pm. For Zoom link: teresa@padreserra.org. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/faith­sharing 
 
Caregivers Support Group ~ February 15 
Caritas offers support to those who are caring for an aging parent, 
relative, or spouse. 7:00 pm, in the San Fernando room and via 
Zoom. Contact Patricia sentclan@gmail.com 
 
Healing from Divorce ~ February 15 
Our support group offers a welcoming environment for people 
dealing with divorce, whether in the earliest stages of grief, the 
initial stages of coping with severe changes, or through the worst of 
it and now looking to move forward, grow, and serve. 7:00 ­ 8:30 
pm, Zoom. Contact Cynthia cjonescampbell@yahoo.com 
 
Bereavement Support ~ February 17 
Are you seeking a place of support in a time of loss or grief? Our 
bereavement support group offers mutual support to those who have 
lost a loved one through death. 10:00 am, San Fernando room. 
Masks required. Contact Betty Bright­Martinez (805) 407·3000.

Adults

https://www.instagram.com/pspyouth/
https://www.padreserra.org/faith-sharing.html
https://www.padreserra.org/bible-study.html
https://www.padreserra.org/faith-sharing.html
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Pray for Our Sick 
Mia Aceves, Mary Ahearn, Patti Andrus, Fe Balaoing, Irene 
Cameron, Eva Chun, Joe Cicciari, Thomas Collins, Wyatt Davis, 
Jeanne Gaffney, Frances Garcia, Sharon Garcia, Jess Gonzalez, Tim 
Graf, Domingo Hipolito, Eric Hipolito, Hermi Hipolito, Rodel 
Hipolito, Virgil Hipolito, Salvador Jimenez, Edna Jost, Therese 
Kaiser, Shirley Koval, Evelyn Mainelli, Sadie Mainelli, Sheila 
Montgomery, Margie Perry, Abby Pizzo, Tracy Reason­Kerkhoff, 
Lourdes Reyes­Felipe, Fred Sedillos, Josseline Thomas, Filomeno 
White, Kylie Wilson and Taka Yamashita. (Names are refreshed 
monthly.) 
 
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently: 
Amante Caronongan, RIP 
Christine Maraboto, RIP 
  Beloved mother of Suzanne Maraboto 
Felicitas Tolentino, RIP 
Michael Dominick Veltri, RIP 
  Beloved father of Michael P. Veltri 
May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus. 
 
Prayer Opportunities 
Daily Readings: bible.usccb.org 
Parish Book of Intentions: www.padreserra.org/intentions 
Prayer Chain: Prayers anytime  
  Bette (805) 482·0067 bette_church@hotmail.com 
  Shirley (805) 482·2617 brownshehorn@gmail.com 
  or visit www.padreserra.org/prayer­requests 
Stations of the Cross: www.padreserra.org/stations 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help: www.padreserra.org/news/olph 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel: www.padreserra.org/prayer

Prayer Life

Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
Luke 6:17, 20­26 ~ Trust in Jesus, the way to true happiness 
Luke’s Gospel portrays Jesus’ special concern for the poor and 
vulnerable. He pronounces a blessing on the poor and woe to the 
rich. This is true for us today; we will be either blessed or have woe 
done unto us. It’s a challenging teaching! Which half of this Gospel 
reading applies to you? How does trusting in God make a difference 
in your life?

Faith Sharing Question 

Giving

The Sacraments 
The seven sacraments are essential to the Catholic way of life. They 
are blessed encounters with the risen Jesus. Baptism, Confirmation, 
and Eucharist are called the Sacraments of Initiation because they 
incorporate us into His saving death and resurrection. Baptism and 
Confirmation are not repeatable because they give us an “indelible 
mark” as members of the Body of Christ. Eucharist, the high point of 
our initiation, can be received daily but at least on Sundays. The 
Eucharist nourishes and strengthens us to live as disciples of Jesus. It 
is also a sign of unity with Jesus and with each other. If you would 
like to investigate receiving the Sacraments of Initiation, please 
contact Catherine Shadduck at (805) 482·56417 x331 or 
catherine@padreserra.org

Becoming Catholic

In loving memory of Lisa Alonzo 
  Gina Weatherford 
In loving memory of Ron Heitkemper, brother of 
  Theresa Quednow, East Troy WI 
In loving memory of Ronald J. Heitkemper 
  Scott Heitkemper 

Memorial & Honorarium

Women’s Spirituality ~ February 21 
SEEDS (Sisters ~ Embracing ~ Enlightening ~ Daughters of Faith) is 
a monthly evening of spirituality for women who want to grow 
deeper in faith and affirm our mission and worth as God’s daughters 
and Jesus’ disciples. Join in our current series, You Are Enough, 
which weaves the valuable lessons in the stories of the women of the 
Old Testament into our modern stories to find hope and 
encouragement as daughters of God. 7:00 ­ 8:30 pm, San Miguel 
room. Gwen Ripplinger gwendolynjoy1@hotmail.com

Adults

All Creation Belongs to God 
… including everything we are and everything 
we own. Strive to be loving and giving, just as 
God is.

Our warmest welcome to our newest registered parishioners! May 
you find faith, fellowship, love, and peace. 
       • Neal Bernardino 
       • Carolyn Bernardino 
       • Naomi Bernardino 
       • Gabriel Bernardino 
       • Angelo Bernardino 
If you are not yet registered or have moved, dropped your landline, 
added a cellphone or email, or have adult children who have moved 
out, please keep us updated. If you live alone, provide us with an 
emergency contact. Contact Mary (805) 482·6417 x321 or 
mary@padreserrra.org

Welcome!

       • Clara Rose Bernardino 
       • Cresente Lamberte  
       • Marilou Lamberte 
       • Candice Lamberte 
       • Kristy Lamberte

St. Mary Magdalen School 
Our beautiful town is blessed to have a lively Catholic community 
served by two Catholic parishes and one excellent Catholic 
elementary school. Half the students are from Padre Serra Parish, 
and half are from St. Mary Magdalen Church. We’re grateful for all 
of our wonderful teachers and students who contribute so much to 
the life of our parish. For more information, visit 
www.padreserra.org/smms

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/021322.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/podcasts/audio
https://www.padreserra.org/prayer-requests.html
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Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.
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Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Remember to trust God.

God will always be there for you!
Find the letters that spell out the word TRUST.

Color them red.




