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Remaining With Jesus 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

Several decades ago, when I was a student at UCLA trying to figure out what 
God wanted me to do with my life, I struggled with the concept of altruism. It seemed 
like a conundrum. God wanted me to act unselfishly to do the right thing, yet if I 
looked after the welfare of others, I would feel good about my own actions. I reasoned 
my actions couldn’t be considered altruistic because they were in my own best 
interests. I foolishly wondered if there really is such a thing as altruism.  
 

I no longer worry about such dilemmas. Life has a way of throwing situations at 
us, and many times our choices are tough. Whether we make our decisions instantly or 
after careful consideration, they reflect who we are. As God’s children — chosen and 
befriended by him — we bask in his love. This love is reciprocal. God loves us, and 
we are called to be love to others in God’s image.  
 

Of course, there will be confusing forks in the road where we make unfortunate 
choices. Love may get lost as we wander in the shadows alone for a bit, but our Lord 
finds us, heals us, and lures us back to the path of true altruism so we can walk with 
the others who have been gifted to us by our loving God. Some encounters are brief — 
a smile and perhaps only a short greeting for a passing stranger. Other opportunities 
can involve a lifetime partner or friend who knows and forgives our faults.  
 

Love goes both ways. God shows us that, whether we label it altruism or not. 
Jesus tells us to remain in his love, and he commands us to love one another. It really 
is all about responding to God’s love! 
 
Siempre Adelante! 
 

Linda Lowe 
 
Linda Lowe 
Parishioner
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Age 12 months to Grade 8. 
 
Stay and Play ~ June 2 
Age 12 - 36 months. Mrs. Soraya and helpers will 
lovingly care for your little one while you go to 
Mass. Stop by to see all the toys and fun. You are 
welcome to stay to make sure your toddler is settled. 
No-cost service. We gather in the Carmel rooms. 
 
Little Church ~ June 2 
Age 3 through Kindergarten. Sunday preschool during the 9:00 am 
and 11:00 am Mass. Children learn so much! From the Sign of the 
Cross to the Bible stories, songs, and more. It’s super fun to make 
friends and be at Church on Sundays! Registrations for the new 
program year are now open; visit www.padreserra.org/registration. 
For more information, contact soraya@padreserra.org 
 
Will you join us for the Summer?  
Stay & Play and Little Church: We want to hear 
from you! 
Please scan the QR code and take 2 minutes to 
answer the Stay and Play and Little Church 
questionnaire. 
 
Cherubs Music Program 
For kids in Preschool through Grade 2. Did you know that the most 
critical age for a child's music development is from birth to age 9? 
Preregistration is required. Please email Lisa at 
cherubs@padreserra.org for more information. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/cherubs 
 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word ~ Offered during 11:00 am Mass.  
Grades 1 - 5. Children are invited to listen to the readings and 
Gospel, read and explained at their level. No preregistration is 
required. Children’s Liturgy of the Word will be on break during 
the summer; we will resume in the fall.  
As always, we are in need of leaders, especially as we wish to offer 
this ministry during the 9:00 am Mass, too. No experience is 
necessary. For more information, contact tere@padreserra.org 
 
Spark! ~ May 6 and 8 
Grades 1 - 5. This week, children will learn about Jesus teaching us, 
“It’s not for us to know the times or seasons.” We resume on April 8 
and 10. For more information, contact jennifer@padreserra.org or 
christine@padreserra.org 
 
Children’s & Middle School Choir 
All children grades 3 to 8 are invited! No experience is necessary. 
Weekly rehearsals, every Wednesday, 5:00 pm. For more info, visit 
www.padreserra.org/cmsc 
 
Three-Sixteen ~ May 8 
Middle school ministry ~ Grades 6, 7, and 8. This week kids will 
learn about Our Mother Mary. For more information, please get in 
touch with tere@padreserra.org 

Everyone from 14 to 18 is welcome!  
4:12 ~ May 8 
Everyone from 14 to 18 is welcome! Join Brett and peer leaders for 
fun and fellowship on Wednesdays from 7:30 - 9:00 pm in San Juan 
Capistrano rooms. Follow us on Instagram @pspyouth for more 
information, or contact brett@padreserra.org  
Confirmation Y1 
Weekly ministry has begun. If you have not yet signed up or need 
more information, please contact youth@padreserra.org or 
tere@padreserra.org  
Confirmation Y2 ~ May 17 and 18 
Confirmation rehearsal is Friday, May 17, at 6:00 pm, and 
Confirmation Liturgy, May 18, at 5:00 pm. For more information, 
please get in touch with youth@padreserra.org or 
tere@padreserra.org

High School

Everyone 18 to 39ish is welcome! www.padreserra.org/young-adults  
Bible Study and More ~ May 16 
We gather on the first and third Thursday of the month from 7:00 - 
9:00 pm. We do a Bible study on the first Thursday, and on the third 
Thursday, we play a game. See our Instagram @pspyoungadult for 
other events! Contact brett@padreserra.org

Young Adults

Children

Bible Faith Share ~ May 6, 13, 20 
Faith sharing on Sunday’s readings, Mondays 8:45 - 9:45 am, San 
Juan Capistrano room. Sherry Reynolds sherryr2256@gmail.com. 
Visit www.padreserra.org/faith-sharing   
Bible Study ~ May 7, 14, 21, 28 
Dr. Paul Ford leads Living Liturgy, a weekly study of the upcoming 
Sunday readings, which helps us better understand scripture, the 
Gospel message, and how it applies to our lives. Resource books are 
available for purchase, or bring your Bible or smart device. Tuesdays 
8:30 - 9:30 am, Serra Center. Paul Ford paulfford@stjohnsem.edu. 
Visit www.padreserra.org/bible-study  
Conversational Spanish ~ May 7, 21 
We gather to share faith, fun and Spanish. Come learn and practice 
Spanish vocabulary, grammar, and conversation to help you gain 
confidence and feel more comfortable in everyday situations. All 
levels are welcome. First and third Tuesday, 9:45 - 10:45 am, San 
Fernando room. Patricia Guzmán spanish@padreserra.org. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/spanish  
Healing from Divorce ~ May 7, 21 
A support group for those dealing with divorce, whether in the 
earliest stages of grief, the initial stages of coping with severe 
changes, or through the worst of it and now looking to move 
forward, grow, and serve. First and third Tuesday, 7:00 - 8:30 pm, 
Zoom. Cynthia cynthia@padreserra.org  Visit 
www.padreserra.org/divorce  

Adults
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Pray for Our Sick 
Julieanne Ross Adriano, Leonila S. Adriano, Blanca Alegría de 
Rivera, John Baltiz, Bill Battocchio, Sharon Behnken, Gordy 
Brooks, Mary Butler, Armida Cajator, Reiner Cargando, Brian 
Carrigan, Ed DaCorsi, Beverly Fecundo, Ben Fisco, Bobby Floyd Jr., 
Bobby Floyd III, George Ford, Helen Galang, Tim Graf, Nayeli 
Guerrero, Jasna Haller, Debbie Heredia, Lisa Hiatt, Barbara 
Humphrey, Kate Johnson, Amber Lewing, Matthew Lewing, Sheila 
Lewing-Floyd, Linda Lowe, Corrina Martinez, Joan McConnell, 
Dave McDonnell, Bob McNally, Cruz Mendoza, Maria Luisa 
Mendoza, Trinidad Mendoza, Barbara Miller, Ron Mongeau, Sheila 
Montgomery, Mary Mullen, Manny Namoc, Diane Olsen, Georgia 
Oropeza, Lorna Pajo, Aline Papillon, Melanie Partow, Susan Porteus, 
Dave Proett,  Edward Quila, Mike Robles, Jorge Antonio Rodiguez, 
Raymond Sihler, Dorothy Simmons, Glenn Smith, Sr. Vickie Smurlo 
BVM, Denise Thisault, Sharon Williamson, Rita Wronkiewicz and 
Jerry Zins Sr. (Names are refreshed monthly.)  
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently: 
Romeo C. Avila, RIP 
Cuco Ceja, RIP 
Norma Peralta, RIP 
May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus.   
Funerals 
   • Joyce Cattanach ~ May 18, 10:00 am 
   • Bob Foster ~ June 22, 10:00 am 
For more information, visit www.padreserra.org/funerals

Prayer Life

Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
John 15:9-17 ~ So I have loved you … love one another 
Today’s readings focus on love and inclusion, that God’s love is for 
everyone. God welcomes everyone into his family. The readings also 
emphasize that love is central to knowing God because God is love. 
Jesus tells us to love each other as he has loved us, which is key to 
following him. He explains that the greatest love involves sacrifice, 
like his sacrifice for us. Jesus also calls us friends, not just followers, 
showing a deep, personal relationship with us. When have you 
experienced God’s love through someone else? What was that like? 
What are some practical steps you can take to follow Jesus’ 
command to love one another?

Faith Sharing Question

Becoming Catholic
The Journey That We All Share 
Anyone who asks about our faith can start the process of becoming a 
Catholic at any time. No one size fits all; every seeker is unique in 
their search for grace. For adults who want to complete their 
sacraments with Confirmation, contact 
confirmation@padreserra.org. For adults who seek the sacraments of 
Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Eucharist, contact 
adultinitiation@padreserra.org. For children age 6 and older who 
have yet to be baptized, contact childreninitiation@padreserra.org. 
For more info, visit www.padreserra.org/becoming-catholic

Giving
Cardinal McIntyre Fund for Charity 
There are a dozen or so special collections every year, all for 
different groups and all needed. This one, the Cardinal McIntyre 
Fund, goes to ‘emergency needs’ for people who are already poor 
and are now faced with a crisis and have nowhere else to turn. Please 
prayerfully consider how you can support these works of mercy. For 
questions, please get in touch with pam@padreserra.org. Envelopes 
are in the church lobby, or visit  
www.padreserra.org/cardinal-mcintyre 
 
Fiscal Snapshot (March 2024)

In the Community
Catholic Bible Institute ~ June 24 - 29 
In this current lectionary year, Mark explores the question of who 
Jesus is. You are invited to a weeklong immersion into Jesus, 
culminating in a day-long retreat. Embark on a journey through 
sacred texts with biblical scholars in a four-day summer bible series 
at Holy Family (Glendale) Monday - Thursday 7:00 - 8:30 pm. Free; 
no registration necessary. The week concludes with a retreat on June 
29 from 9:00 am - 3:30 pm at BVM Faith Formation Center in 
Glendale. Free. Registration is required. Details and RSVP: 
lacatholics.org/cbi-summer-bible-institute

Other Notes
Phishing Alert 
Scammers posing as Fr. Patrick are sending fraudulent emails and 
texts. Perpetrators use various techniques to gain your trust and may 
provide specific instructions, which, if followed, could result in 
monetary loss. Fr. Patrick, or any other member of Padre Serra 
Parish, will never request money from any parishioner by email or 
text. Please do not email or text these individuals, divulge personal 
information, or provide money/credit card/gift card payments. When 
in doubt, contact us to authenticate the text message.  Please forward 
any questionable emails/text screenshots claiming to be from Fr. 
Patrick to gaby@padreserra.org. Visit www.padreserra.org/scams

Chronic Pain Support Group ~ May 9 
Living (or suffering) with chronic pain is a challenge that can strain 
both spirits and relationships, but that journey can be lightened by 
those who understand. Join us as we share our stories, resources, and 
other life tips. We offer one another comfort, hope, and support, 
journeying toward God’s loving peace. Second Monday, 10:30 am. 
Marcia mjgalles@gmail.com or Dave 
dave.mccormick.mba@gmail.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/chronic-pain
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Mary Gregoryk | Dan McAllister
www.YourBestEdge.com

Transparency & Innovation in Real Estate Sales

clientcare@yourbestedge.com
805-329-5330

 Found It Homes, Inc. Parishioner
Unique Process; Extraordinary Results

DRE #01863865 DRE #01386066

1st Time Home Buyers • Loans to 3 Million
Down Payment Assistance • Reverse Mortgages
Home Equity Conversion Mortgage for Seniors

Steve Carrigan, CMPS
Certified Mortgage Planning Specialist

Email: Steve@CFGteam.com

www.SteveCarrigan.com

805.389.0282

333 N Lantana St. Ste 134 • Camarillo, CA 93010
Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California

Residential Mortgage Lending Act. License # 413-1108, NMLS #267891 & #267895

    Kelley          Steve    Kelley          Steve

Tracy & Carolina Guillen

(805) 482-3209
www.esquirepm.com

carolina@esquirepm.com
DRE# 01845754

250,000 HAPPY PATIENTS250,000 HAPPY PATIENTS

Michael T. Ragen, M.D.
Advanced Cataract & Eyelid Surgery

3801 Las Posas Rd.,  Ste. # 112, Camarillo, CA 93010

(805) 388-1211

Franklin & Vizzo
Plumbing

Plumbing and Heating
Service - Repairs

24 Hour
Emergency Service

Senior Discounts
Lic. No 389926 Ventura

805-641-1997
www.franklinandvizzo.com

DON VANASSE
CUSTOM

BUILDERS, INC.
• Custom Homes
• Room Additions
• Patio Covers
• Remodeling
(805) 383-9191

General Contractor
License #657528
Bonded • Insured

Parishioner

MEMOIR GHOSTWRITER FOR HIRE
Your Life Story - Your Legacy - It's Time

 � Personal & Family Stories
 � Spiritual Stories
 � Business Stories
 � Publishing Support

Bryan Basamanowicz
805-901-4566
www.bryanbwriting.com

 
IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™
$1995

/mo.

As Low As

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert md-medalert.com800.808.9294

CALL NOW!

CO. INC. 

(80S)642•6:II I 
Se Habla Espanol s 

New Roofs • Re-Roofs •  Roof Repair
Shingles • Tiles • Metal Roofing • Gutters • Downspouts

Quality you can afford

(805)642-6111
Se Habla Español St Lic #599538

Over 30 years experience.  
Call for a free estimate

Kathleen MacAller
Telling & MacAller Insurance Services

Group • Individual • Medicare
kathleen@tellmacinsurance.com

(805) 371-6276
5301-C. Mission Oaks Blvd., Camarillo, CA 93012

Parishioner in music, ministry since 1999

CA DOI LIC# 0M25202

California

CatholicMatch.com/CA
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realtor

Derrick Timmons
 “Personal Service,  Professional Results”

805.807.3987
realtortimmons@gmail.com
www.derricktimmons.com

DRE# 01886244

Estate Planning • Wills • Trusts • Probate
Trust Administration • Conservatorships

Special Needs
www.mcconlaw.com
805-484-0514

340 Rosewood #R, Camarillo, CA 93010

Personal Injury Attorney/Local Parishioner
2013 Ventura County Trial Lawyer of the Year

Free Consultation
(805) 535-4372 | Randy Wells, Attorney at Law 

www.rwellslaw.com
Se habla español en la oficina

INCOME TAX PREPARATION
ENROLLED AGENT

Admitted To Practice Before The IRS

Tough Tax Problems & Past Due Returns
Collection Representation

Offers In Compromise & Payment Agreements
Income Tax Preparation - All States

Complete Year Round Services
Warning! “Uncle Sam Wants YOU...To Sweat!”
IRS Agents Are On The Loose And Looking For

Folks Who Haven’t Filed Their Taxes Yet...Just Like You!

RUSS MERRICK, EA • 805-482-1850
FAX: (805) 987-3009 • 340 Rosewood, Ste. H, Camarillo, CA 93010

Russ@RussMerrick.com • http://www.RussMerrick.com

Where LA Catholics Go to Stay Connected.

Subscribe today for just $30.00 $19.95
Two easy ways to order:   AngelusNews.com/Bulletin  |  844-245-6630 

IVYLAWNFUNERALHOME.COM

Ivy Lawn Memorial Park & Funeral Home
Ventura County's Only Historical District Cemetery

We are at your service!
Dignified, Funeral Services,  
Burials, and Cremations

805.642.1111 FD2156

        

805-484-2705
4043 Mission Oaks Blvd., Camarillo
camarillochildrensdentalgroup.com

Creating bright smiles

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME Stephanie Church
 

Schurch@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x7880

Securities offered through LPL Financial,  
Member FINRA/SIPC.   

CA Insurance Lic. #0708854, #4109835

TRUST • GUIDANCE • COMMITMENT
A REGISTERED INVESTMENT ADVISOR

Financial Planning | Investments | IRAs
400 Camarillo Ranch Road - Suite 202

805-384-1186
www.yoursummitwealth.com

Christina Zins, CFP® Jerry Zins, CFP®

Parishioners

ACOUSTIC HEARING AIDS
Roger A. Caldwell (805) 482-1104
2412 Ponderosa Dr. North B-I0l

Includes T-COIL Near Pleasant Valley Hospital

Home Care for Independent Living
Live In Home Care • Flexible Hourly Care • 24 Hour Care • Dementia Care 

Assistance With Mobility • Companionship • Personal Assistance
Errands • Shopping • Meal Preparation

Dan Nathanson
Owner

Home Helpers is credentialed with the VA, please reach out to us
to see if you qualify for the VA to pay for your in-home care

homehelpershomecare.com/thousandoaks • 805.777.8111
RATED #1 IN SENIOR CARE & BEST OF THE BEST FOR 5 STRAIGHT YEARS BY ENTREPRENEUR MAGAZINE | BONDED & INSURED, CA LIC#564700071




