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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Turn on t-coil 

A few helpful things…  
Stay and Play free toddler care for 
12-36 month olds, during the 9:00am 
and 11:00am masses 
Little Church, Sunday preschool for 
3 years and older, visitors welcome 
Sound loop technology in church 
works with t-coil equipped hearing 
aids 
Welcome and Information 
gazebo 
Bell Tower Café fresh donuts, fruit 
and coffee! 
Parish Office friendly staff, open 
Sundays 8am – 1 pm

Blessed Sacrament Chapel quiet, 
prayerful time with Jesus 
Prayer Garden peace and tranquility, 
mass may be heard through loud 
speakers 

Bride’s room available for nursing 
moms if needed, mass may be heard
through loud speakers 
Liturgy of the Word for children in
grades 1-5 (visitors welcome) hear th
readings at their level. Children rejoi
their families in time for the 
Eucharistic prayer. 

Ministry Matters! Friendly 
parishioners share highlights and 
answer questions. 
 
This week:  
See’s Candy for St. Vincent de Paul  
 
Simbang Gabi Luncheon, Serra Cente
Everyone welcome to this traditional
Filipino meal 
 
Next week:  
Merry Christmas! 
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Fr. Patrick Mullen, Pastor
5205 Upland Road, Camarillo, CA  93012
www.padreserra.org

Liturgies
Monday - Friday 8:00am
Saturday 5:00pm
Sunday 7:30am, 9:00am, 11:00am

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
Saturday 3:45 - 4:45pm

Parish Office Hours
(805) 482-6417 parish@padreserra.org
Monday - Thursday 8:00am - 7:00pm
Friday 8:00am - 5:00pm
Saturday 3:00pm - 6:15pm
Sunday 8:00am - 1:00pm
After Hours Emergency (805) 512-3208

Blessed Sacrament Chapel Hours
Sunday - Friday 8:00am - 9:00pm
Saturday 3:00pm - 9:00pm
First Friday Adoration 2:00pm - 7:00pm

Serra Center 
(805) 482-6417 x323  serracenter@padreserra.org

St. Mary Magdalen School, TK-8
2534 Ventura Blvd., Camarillo, 93010
(805) 482-2611 www.smmschool.net

A few helpful things… hewefA    …snghitulfplhe                              
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Let’s conspire together to change the way we
celebrate Christmas! Every Sunday of Advent
we’ll focus on four simple ways to worship
fully, spend less, give more, and love all. 

This week we focus on the second principle of
the Advent Conspiracy:
Give More

Give relationally to offer one another presence,
rather than merely presents

We know what you’re thinking. “Wait, didn’t
you just say I should spend less, and yet here
you’re telling me to give more? What gives?”
The most powerful, memorable gift you can
give to someone else is yourself. And nobody
modeled this more than Jesus.

So what could this look like for you...
· Tickets to a ball game, the theater, a day 

trip to a museum or local festival
· A movie, game or puzzle night
· A road trip up the coast with a picnic at 

the beach
· Christmas concert and dinner on 

December 15 at Padre Serra

The main point is simple: When it comes to
spending time with those you love, it’s all about
quality, not quantity.

Contact Us

Please know our parish staff is available via email using their
firstname@padreserra.org

We want to answer your questions about:

Baptism Jane
Sunday Pre-School Tere
Sunday Toddler Room Eve
First Communion Tere
Children Tere
Middle School Tere
High School Tere, Brett
Young Adults Brett
Becoming Catholic Catherine
Marriage & Weddings Teresa
Ministries Teresa
Seniors Teresa
Liturgy and Music Dominic
Funerals Jane

Ask Jane, Deserie, Eve
Help Jane, Teresa
Join Deserie
Give Pam

Over 200 people attended
our first-ever traditional Las
Posadas. See more pictures
at padreserra.org, home,
gallery.
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Point to Jesus

My Dear Parish Family,

In the Gospel today, John cried out in the desert, “Make straight the way of the Lord.” John is pointing to Jesus
and encouraging us to abandon our crooked ways, our self­centered paths. John points to Jesus in his statement,
and then recedes into the background. His actions say, “It’s not about me, it is about him.” I wonder what percent
of our actions say it is not about me. How do we point to Jesus? Daily. Do we recede into the background?

It is easy to see examples of when folks are behaving selfishly, in general we seem to be less trained or focused
on when people get things right. I want to stay positive ... I love that we have 466 parking spots at church and six
of them are dedicated to visitors. When I see them full, I rejoice! What a dishonor it would be if able­bodied
parishioners used those spaces. We are all grateful to the wonderful hospitality ministers that brew fresh coffee,
275 pots a year, 5 every Sunday plus Christmas and Easter. What a dishonor it would be to grumble about one
pot that is a little delayed. Take it from St. John, it is not about me, it is about our Lord Jesus. How can we point
to him? Offer others good parking and hot coffee. 

I have been talking with middle school children about growing up and growing into a deeper, more lived­out
sense of Christian responsibility. I am proud to hear their ideas and even more proud to witness their actions such
as hosting bake sales to raise money for hurricane and fire victims, picking up trash, saying ‘hello’ to people in
wheel chairs, helping with Angel Tags. 

There is so much goodness in the world! It seems it has to do with giving. Giving consideration to others ahead
of myself. Giving to Angel Tags gifts. Giving time and so much talent at the Christmas concert. Giving prayers
and words of encouragement to those in need. Giving the gift of ourselves, our time, to our loved ones. Consider
going to a movie, mass or a ball game, baking cookies, helping to shop or wrap packages or decorate, whatever
you are good at or want to be good at … try doing it for someone you care about. When we empty ourselves of
self­centeredness, we make space that fills up with the love of Jesus. We point to Jesus. 

In a spirit of networking, I want to share that in January, we will be looking for a new Business Manager for the
parish. We will advertise both in and outside the parish. We trust that God will bring us the right person to
manage our business processes, connect with the people that God brings to our doors, and lead us in ways to
Encounter Jesus and Be Disciples. 

In a spirit of giving, I want to remind everyone, including my own family, tis the season! To remember our
favorite charitable organizations and of course the parish in year­end giving. It is easy to get busy and postpone
this task. It is so important to keep the parish not only going, but growing. The fruit
of the gifts of our hands is immeasurable. I am convinced that God is working in and
through the people of Padre Serra Parish to point to Jesus. Thank you.

God bless you and all those you love this Christmas,

Eve Collier
Parish Life Minister
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Children
Stay and Play!! Toddler Room ~ Every Sunday
Miss Nicole lovingly cares for your little one (12­36 months) while
you go to Mass. This no cost service is available during the 9:00am
and 11:00am masses in San Juan Bautista room on the right side of
the courtyard. Stop by and see all the toys and fun and meet Nicole.
You are welcome to stay to be sure your toddler is settled.

Little Church ~ December 17, January 7, 21 and 28
Sunday preschool and kindergarten during the 9:00am and 11:00am
Masses. Info: Soraya@padreserra.org. Be sure to register your child
as soon as they turn 3.

Spark! ~ Enjoy Christmas Break, Centers Resume January 8
Spark! at home: This week’s Advent theme is JOY, we are so happy
for the coming of Jesus we can hardly wait. How will you share your
joy with others?

Three:Sixteen ~ December 20
This week kids will learn how through the sacraments we gain grace
and happiness. They will test their knowledge playing a fun game of
sacrament trivia.

High School
Confirmation Y1~ December 17
This week the teens will learn about the awesome privilege of
receiving the Eucharist and the Gift of Reverence.

4:12 (pronounced four one two) ~ December 20
High School Youth Ministry, Wednesdays. 7:00pm­9:00pm San Juan
Capistrano room. Join the fun, something new every week.

Other Notes

Staff Takes a Holiday!! ~ December 24, 25 and 26
The parish office will be closed for three days. Please come by and
see us on Wednesday, December 27. Prayers and Blessings!

Padre Serra eNewsletter!
Thank you for the kind comments on our new monthly eNewsletter!
We are working on the January issue. Please let us know what you
would like to read about! Send pictures! Have a cute photo to share?
Email it too! If you are not yet on the email list, please contact
gaby@padreserra.org to subscribe. She will love to hear from you.
Share it with your friends and family!

Thank You Christmas Card Donors!
More than 100 children transformed your old cards into beautiful
ornaments.

Adults

See’s Holiday Candy ~ Today
Give the gift of See’s and support St. Vincent de Paul. Available in
the courtyard. 

Masses for December 23­24 
The mass schedule for the weekend of December 23­24 is 5:00pm
Saturday and 10:00am Sunday. Please note there will only be the one
mass on Sunday morning (no 7:30, 9:00 or 11:00). Visit page 12 for
the Christmas eve and day mass schedule. 

Women’s Retreat ~ January 5­7
By the women of Padre Serra for
the women of Padre Serra! Gift
your mom, wife, sister or friend
with a retreat or yourself with a
New Year’s spiritual recharge at
our retreat, There is a Star Inside
of Me, with Sr. Edith Prendergast,
at Serra Retreat in Malibu. Open
to all women. Registration forms
in office or www.padreserra.org.
Questions: kelley@cfgteam.com.

Knitters ~ Thursdays
A fellowship and service ministry where all skill levels are welcome.
No experience? That’s alright; we’ll show you. Throughout the year
we have projects for Get on the Bus, Life Centers and more.
10:00am­12:00pm, Carmel room. Donna
healthysneaker7@gmail.com. 

Writers Group ~ Fridays
We gather. We pray. We write. 10:00am­12:00pm, San Fernando
room. If you enjoy writing, you are welcome any Friday to share
your own work and to listen to the inspiring writing of others. Linda
calmest1@verizon.net. 

Kids in Foster Care 
Support and care for children in the foster care system from birth to
transitioning young adults and their families. There are many ways to
get involved. Become a: prayer companion, business partner, donor,
volunteer, respite caregiver, mentor, foster family. Contact Aubrey
aubster07@gmail.com or teresa@padreserra.org. 

Los Angeles Congress ~ March 16­18, 2018
The largest Catholic convention in the world is right in our own
backyard! Come to Anaheim for one, two or three days of inspiring
workshops, speakers, liturgies and concerts. Browse the catalog at
www.recongress.org or pick up one in the church lobby and be sure
to check out Fr. Patrick’s sessions (3­21 and 5­20). Padre Serra’s
hospitality suite at the Hilton is the perfect place to visit and share a
meal with fellow parishioners or just to rest and recharge. Contact
teresa@padreserra.org for details. 



Reflection questions for every gathering around any table.
God is doing great things for us.
Listening to the Word: John 1:6­8, 19­28
Listen carefully to John’s words. What do you hear John saying
here? What single word or phrase catches your attention?
Looking into My Life
John tried to help people prepare their lives for the coming of the
Messiah. What do I need to change about my life to be ready for
Jesus’ coming? Where do I see Jesus already in our midst today?
How would I describe the joy that this knowledge brings me?

Faith Sharing

Save the Date

Fairways to Heaven all day Event ~ March 12

Pray for Our Sick
Dalia Amaya, Liesa Comeau, Judy Conroy, Michael Dilley, Connie
Flores, Guy Ginty, Susan Houlihan, Nurit Holzmann, baby Geavana
Johnson, Jong Kim, Chase Lichtenstein, Faith Liddle, Frank
Lombardo Jr., Ailish McAlorum, Dorothy McNulty, Steve Mehr,
Alice Morley, Frances Mullen, Benita Ramirez, Dorothy Reason­
Bailey, Arceli Sarino, Dorothy Simmons, Catherine Smith, Ellen
Tyree, Tisha Vallejo, Connie Williams, Kylie Wilson and Carole
Zuback. (Names are refreshed monthly.)

Remember Our Dead
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently:
Perry Paulson, RIP
Larry Spies, RIP
Beloved brother of Bill Spies

May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus.

Prayer Opportunities
Daily Readings: www.usccb.org
Morning Prayer: Monday – Friday 7:45am, Church
Rosary: Monday – Friday 8:30am, Church
Our Lady of Perpetual Help: Wednesdays 6:30pm, Church
Centering Prayer: Wednesdays 6:45pm, Brides Room
Adoration: First Fridays 2:00pm­7:00pm, Chapel
Prayer Chain: prayers anytime
Bette 482­0067 bette_church@hotmail.com
Shirley 482­2617 brownshehorn@gmail.com

Mass Intentions: Monthly list is available in the parish office.

Our Prayer Life

Third Sunday of Advent Page 9

Come and See
Have questions about the Catholic faith? Come meet our team and
talk. Meetings are casual and comfortable, Tuesday evenings San
Miguel room, 7:00pm. For information: 482­6417 ext 331 or
CatherineShadduck@padreserra.org or just drop by.

Becoming Catholic ~ RCIA

Retirement Fund for Religious
Religious give thanks. A religious sister writes, “When we see the
generous response of so many thousands of persons in order to help
us, religious men and women, we are left speechless.” Senior sisters,
brothers, and religious order priests across the country send heartfelt
thanks and prayers for your donation to last week’s Retirement Fund
for Religious.  

Fires
Archbishop José H. Gomez asks all people of faith to join in offering
prayers and support for everyone affected by the wildfires in
Ventura, Santa Barbara and LA Counties. The Archdiocese of Los
Angeles is helping through Catholic Charities of Los Angeles and
our local parishes and schools. A special fund has been established to
help those impacted by the fires. Please make donations at
www.archla.org/fires. 
In­kind items for Ventura County fire victims may be sent to:
Catholic Charities Ventura Community Services Center
303 North Ventura Avenue
Ventura CA 93001­1936
(805) 643­4694 Contact: Rick Raine

Our Giving —
Time, Talent and Treasure

Protect the Children

  Pay Attention to Signs of Neglect
Neglect is a form of child abuse characterized by a failure to meet a
child’s basic needs for nourishment, shelter, clothing, healthcare,
education and so forth.  Be on the lookout for signs of neglect in the
children you see on a daily basis because if these needs are not met,
a child may be suffering physically and emotionally.  Some signs of
neglect include malnourishment, poor hygiene, and insufficient
medical care. For more information, and a copy of the VIRTUS®
article “The Oft­Forgotten Type of Abuse: Neglect,” visit
http://www.la­archdiocese.org/org/protecting/Pages/VIRTUS­
Current­Online­Articles.aspx, or call (213) 637­7508.

Memorial & Honorarium
Gifts for Building Fund
In Loving Memory of Manuel S.J. Gaerlan, Desiderio Mendoza,

Celine Tchen & Antonio Yupangco Jr.
Rosa Gaerlan

In Loving Memory of Milo Sparacklen
Father of Raelynne Lorenz



Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

BIANCA CARRERA
Family Parishioners

805-797-1870
BRE Lic#: 02022644

biancacarrera@remax.net

Each Office Independently
Owned & Operated

PAUL SPOONER, PE
805.910.5814 | WWW.TRYOP.COM

PAUL@TRYOP.COM

MECHANICAL
ENGINEERING

AUDIO & VISUAL
PRODUCTION

WRITING
& DESIGN

3D PRINTING
COMPUTER MODELS

Come Sail Away on a 7-night Catholic Exotic Cruise starting as low as $1045 per couple
Brian or Sally, coordinators 860.399.1785 an Official Travel

Agency of
Apostleship of
the Sea-USA

CST 2117990-70

VENTURA EYE INSTITUTE
MICHAEL T. RAGEN, M.D.

• Laser • Glaucoma

• Cataracts • Eyelid Surgery

3801 Las Posas Rd., Ste. # 112, Camarillo, CA 93010

(805) 388-1211

NEW ROOFS • RE-ROOFS • ROOF REPAIRS
SHINGLES • TILES • GUTTERS
METAL ROOFING • DOWNSPOUTS

QUALITY ROOFING AT
A PRICE YOU CAN
AFFORD Alfonso

Mendez

Se Habla Español Liability Insured • Bonded
Workers’ Comp St Lic #599538

Mendezroofingcoinc@gmail.com

((((888800005555))))     666644442222----6666111111111111

A+

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

If You Live Alone You Need LIFEWatch!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW! 800.809.3352

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as$19.95a month

No Landline? No Problem!
* Real Time GPS Tracking * Fall Detection

913037 Padre Serra Church (B)

Parishioner

CaLic # B440725

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

From the WLP Vault comes 
the Bible Story of Christmas featuring 

8 Classic Christmas Carols and a reading 
of the Gospel of Luke 2: 4-20

by Bing Crosby! Also available on vinyl.

Visit WLPmusic.com to purchase your copy - CD $10.00

800-566-6150 Photo Courtesy of 
Bing Crosby Enterprises

Independent Capital Management, Inc
Rich Frank, CFP ®
Investment Advisor Representative*

770 Paseo Camarillo, #130, Camarillo, CA 93010
CA Insurance Lic.: 0E54719
805-484-1011 Ext 116
rfrank@sagepointadvisor.com

INVESTMENTS / RETIREMENT PLANNING 
PERSONAL FINANCIAL PLANNING

*Securities and investment services offered through
SagePoint Financial Inc., member FINRA/SIPC and a
registered investment advisor. Parishioner

DON VANASSE
CUSTOM

BUILDERS, INC.
• Custom Homes
• Room Additions
• Patio Covers
• Remodeling

(805) 383-9191
General Contractor
License #657528
Bonded • Insured

Parishioner

805.389.0282

Kelley              Steve

CONVENTIONAL ■ FHA ■ CalHFA
VA ■ USDA ■ JUMBO

Steve Carrigan, CMPS
Certified Mortgage Planning Specialist

Email: Steve@CFGteam.com

www.SteveCarrigan.com
www.BroadviewMortgageCFG.com

771 Daily Drive  ■ Suite120  ■ Camarillo, California 93010
Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California

Residential Mortgage Lending Act. License # 813H711, NMLS # 267891 & #267895



SCOTT KELLY, ChFC, CLU
Parishioner
Registered Principal Independent Financial Planner
COMPREHENSIVE WEALTH MANAGEMENT

• Retirement & Education Planning
• IRAs, 401ks, SEP-IRAs
• Life & Long Term Care Insurance

COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION 

(805) 652-6938
Scott.Kelly@LPL.com

CA Insurance Lic. OB66575 
Securities Offered Through LPL Financial Member FINRA/SIPC

DR. MICHAEL BUFFO
Family Camarillo Optometrist

(805) 388-9500
2316 E. Ventura Blvd.

“In Old Town”     Local Parishioner

ACOUSTIC HEARING AIDS
RRoonn  RRoobbeerrttss        ((880055))  448822--11110044

22441122  PPoonnddeerroossaa  DDrr..  NNoorrtthh  BB--110011
IInncclluuddeess  TT--CCOOIILL            NNeeaarr  PPlleeaassaanntt  VVaalllleeyy  HHoossppiittaall

Helping Families Make the Right Move

805-444-0001
mmcdonnell@troop.com

Parishioner

THERESA L. McCONVILLE
Attorney-At-Law

ESTATE PLANNING • WILLS • TRUSTS • PROBATE
340 Rosewood Ave., Suite R

Camarillo, CA  93010 484-0514

913037 Padre Serra Church (A) www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

EEDDSSAALLLL  LLAAWW  AAPPCC
AATTTTOORRNNEEYYSS  AATT  LLAAWW

DDaavviidd  EE.. EEddssaallll
KKaatthheerriinnee  EEddssaallll  WWeellllss

BUSINESS • PROBATE • TRUST
TTEELLEEPPHHOONNEE  ((880055))  448844--99000022        775511  DDAAIILLYY  DDRRIIVVEE,,  SSUUIITTEE  332255
FFAACCSSIIMMIILLEE::  ((880055))  448822--11447722        CCAAMMAARRIILLLLOO,, CCAA  9933001100
Email:David@EdsallLaw.com             www.EdsallLaw.com

BBB
Member

EXCELLENZ
PAINTING

Interior, Exterior, All Phases
Acoustic & Wallpaper Removal

Special Quote
For Renters, Realtors

& Parishioners
Pedro Alatorre
805-223-9384

AMERICA
DRIVING SCHOOL

Vickiads1971@aol.com
AmericaDrivingSchool.com

Online Drivers Ed:
AmericaDrivingSchoolOnline.com

805-312-1114
Since 1971

PARISHIONER
DISCOUNTS

Parishioner Vicki Lic#E4573

JERRY J. ZINS, JR., CFP®, CLU, ChFC
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERTM

Wealth Management Specialist
Investments • IRA’s • 401k’s

400 Camarillo Ranch Road, Suite 202
805-384-1186 • www.yoursummitwealth.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. CA Insurance Lic. # 0708854

Parishioner

PENNY TEAGUE
384-2652

“THE REAL ESTATE TEAM”
California Realty

Tom Cronley
Financial Advisor

2360 East Ventura Blvd.
Suite B
Camarillo, CA 93010
805-389-6699

Douglas E. Hill
Certified Public Accountant

“The highest compliment we
can receive is the referral of

family and friends.
Thank you for your trust!”

1800 Ventura Blvd.
Camarillo, CA 93010

(805) 484-0496

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.

Franklin & Vizzo
Plumbing

Plumbing and Heating
Service - Repairs

24 Hour 
Emergency Service

Senior Discounts
Lic. No 389926 Ventura

805-641-1997
www.franklinandvizzo.com



Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 23, Saturday vigil  5:00pm

December 24, Sunday 10:00am only 
(no 7:30am, 9:00am or 11:00am today)
 
Christmas Masses
December 24, Sunday Christmas Eve
4:00pm Church
4:15pm Serra Center
6:30pm Church
11:00pm Church, with caroling at 10:30pm

December 25, Monday Christmas Day    
10:00am Church

                   

                    


