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Struggle, Learn and Grow Closer to God

Dear Faith Family,

I really love our Church. Not just our wonderful church community at Padre Serra, but the One, Holy,
Catholic, Apostolic Church. The rich history, the emphasis on philosophy and the promotion of a
relationship with Jesus Christ through the Sacraments are so compelling to me and I’m so grateful every
day that our Lord established this Church.

Within the rich history of our Church, we have had great minds invest their very being to the development
of doctrine. Church councils have been formed throughout her history to simply pursue the truth so we
can grow closer to God through it. These councils involved a lot of scrutiny and discussion and these have
been happening all throughout our 2,000ish year history. I find it very comforting knowing that there have
been greater minds than mine to pursue our dogmas and doctrines. I’m very glad that these truths don’t
rely on my own personal research.

With that said, there are plenty of things that the Church teaches that I struggle with. Again, this is where
the beauty of the Church’s pursuit of truth really helps me. Even though I may not understand something
that the Church teaches (and maybe even struggle with it), there is something very humbling knowing that
there have been so many brilliant minds who are not pursuing an agenda (like certain politicians), but
rather, there are brilliant minds who just want to reveal who Jesus Christ is to the world.

This Sunday’s gospel really speaks to me because of my struggles to understand. Are we called to be like
the Apostles, who know that Jesus “has the words of eternal life”? Or are we called to be the ones who
see the Church and her teachings as something hard, and not worth pursuing?

Let me clarify, struggle is fine. In fact, if you read stories of the saints, I would say that struggle is a
requisite of eternal life. It is through struggle that we understand our humanity, but we can also relate to
Jesus. It is especially ok to struggle with things that may be happening or taught in the Church, as long as
it compels an honest pursuit of the truth and Jesus Christ. 

I’m praying for all of you and I appreciate that you are doing the same for me and Youth/Young Adult
ministry. If you have any questions of struggle, I just want to let you all know that I am available to talk
about things. I may not have all the answers, but at the very least, we can
pursue the truth and Jesus together.

God Bless,

Brett Becker
Youth and Young Adult Minister
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Cancer Support Group ~ August 28
Embracing Your Journey provides hope, empowerment, love and
prayer in a comforting atmosphere of encouragement. It is a safe
environment for people touched by cancer to connect with others in a
productive and spiritual way. 4th Tuesday, 7:00pm, Santa Barbara
room. Lou Ann (805) 551·8014.

Caregivers Support Group ~ August 28
Caritas offers support to those who are caring for an aging parent,
relative, or spouse. 4th Tuesday, 7:00pm, Carmel room. 
Patricia Sentianin sentclan@gmail.com

Men’s Ministry ~ August 29
Illuman is a ministry for men, by men, to honor the uniqueness of
male spirituality. Monthly group gatherings are designed to help
guys become better, more authentic men. 7:00pm, San Miguel room.
Dave dave.mccormick.mba@gmail.com

Senior Ministry Invitation ~ August 30
Our senior ministry is dreaming of new ideas and needs your gifts
and talents to build a new team and bring topics and speakers
relevant to our lives as Catholic Christian seniors as well as
opportunities for fellowship, food, and fun. We need help with
organization and planning and at the gatherings. Come to learn more
this Thursday at 6:30pm, San Fernando room. 
Info: Patricia patmatthews2005@yahoo.com

Writers Group ~ August 31
We gather. We pray. We write. If you enjoy writing, you are welcome
any Friday to share your own work and to listen to the inspiring
writing of others. 10:00am ­ 12:00pm, San Fernando room. 
Linda calmest1@verizon.net 

Living Liturgy Bible Study ~ September 4 
Dr. Paul Ford leads a weekly reflection and study of the Sunday
scriptures so we can better understand the good news message of
Jesus Christ and how He is present in our lives. Resource books are
available for purchase or bring your own bible or smart device. 8:30
­ 9:30am, San Juan Capistrano room.

Good Samaritans
Offers assistance with meals to those who are recovering from
illness, accidents, injuries, and surgeries. Gwen Ripplinger 
(805) 797·6864 or Denise Ginty (805) 388·3897.

St. Vincent de Paul 
Offers tangible assistance to those in need on a person­to­person
basis. Aid may take the form of intervention, consultation, or often
through direct dollar or in­kind service. Those in need of assistance
should call (805) 504·4753.

Adults

Stay and Play ~ We are back!
This free service is available during the 9:00am and 11:00am masses
in San Juan Bautista room on the right side of the courtyard. Stop by,
see all the toys and fun, and meet Miss Nicole and her high school
teen helpers. You are welcome to stay to be sure your toddler is
settled. teresa@padreserra.org

Little Church ~ August 26 and September 9, 23, and 30
Sunday preschool for age 3 through kindergarten during the 11:00am
mass. Children learn so much! From the Sign of the Cross to the
bible stories, songs and more. Super fun to make friends and be at
church on Sundays! Parents love it too. Register your child as soon
as they turn 3. soraya@padreserra.org 

Spark! at Home ~ In today’s first reading Joshua calls all the tribes
of Israel and asks them where their loyalty was because many were
complaining of the hardships of leaving Egypt, even though God was
providing Manna for them to eat. Joshua declared his Faith and Trust
in God. “As for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.”
Take turns sharing with your family, what does this phrase mean to
you?

Three: Sixteen at Home ~ This Sunday’s readings ask us for our
Faith, Trust and our Commitment to God. When so many found it
difficult to believe Jesus when he said he is the bread of eternal life,
Peter declared his belief and commitment: “To whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.” Do you think you could have
responded in the same way? How do we declare our Faith, Trust, and
Commitment today?

Children

Food Truck Thursday ~ August 30
PSP Young Adults group (18 to 29ish) goes to Food Truck Fest at the
Camarillo Ranch on the last Thursday of each month. Meets in the
San Juan Capistrano room at 7:00pm to carpool. Hope to see you
there! youth@padreserra.org

Young Adults

Our Prayers are with you for a great new school year. See you all
September 25 at youth group. Bring a friend.

Youth Choir
Padre Serra’s Youth Choir aka One Voice re­starts in the fall. Would
you like to be a part of it? We have a few openings still, especially
for young men! To find out if you and the Youth Choir would be a
good fit, arrange a vocal check (about 15 minutes) with the director
(805) 482·6417 x327, dominic@padreserra.org.
More info at www.padreserra.org/news/youth­choir

High School

An Evening of Poetry with Sr. Edith ~ September 14
Ministry Fair ~ Starts September 16
Many Meals Annual Fundraiser ~ October 6

Save the Date



Reflection questions for every gathering around any table.
John 6:60­69 ~ Jesus is the Bread of Eternal Life
Jesus asks two difficult questions: does this shock you (or shake your
faith) and do you want to leave? What are some scripture passages,
or Church teachings, that are a personal challenge to me and why?
Have there been times when I have wanted to leave Jesus; turn my
back on my faith? Did I leave or what kept me from leaving? What
has Jesus done for me? How can I help others in their moments of
shaken faith?

Interfaith Labor Day Harvest ~ September 3
Abundant Table Farm needs your help to harvest produce for local
food pantries and tend the organic garden 9:00am ­ 1:00pm, 1012 W.
Ventura Blvd., Camarillo. Service hours are available for students.
Register at labordayharvest2018.eventbrite.com

No Room at the Inn Continues! 
This annual event displaying Nativities and supporting the homeless
in our county will continue under new leadership but the same
Christmas spirit! November 30 ­ December 2 at United Methodist,
Camarillo. Many hands make light the work so volunteers are
needed and appreciated in many areas. Learn more today! 
Ronni ronnimiranda@aol.com

Pray for Our Sick
Georgene Boyd, Sonia Callejas, Susie Cervantes, Bruce Colell, Erin
Comeau, Leisa & Chris Comeau, Edward Durand, Connie Flores,
Alice Grace, Tim Graf, Drew Hausekemp, Kevin King, Katherine
Kruse, Sue Leahy, Dorothy Liddle, Stephen Maulhardt, Tanya Poole
Carter, Benita Ramirez, Dorothy Reason­Bailey, Javier Reyes,
Martha Reyes, Paola Reyes, Arceli Sarino, Larry Sedillo, Dorothy
Simmons, Gladis Soto, Margaret Torres, Nicholas Valero and Linda
Vesey. (Names are refreshed monthly.)

Remember Our Dead
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently:
Claudia Brosius, RIP
Bill Saulsbury, RIP
Beloved uncle of Teresa Runyon

Roy West, RIP
Beloved father of Phil West

May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus.

Prayer Opportunities
Daily Readings: www.usccb.org
Morning Prayer: Monday – Friday 7:45am, Church
Rosary: Monday – Friday 8:30am, Church
Our Lady of Perpetual Help: Wednesdays 6:30pm, Church
Centering Prayer: Wednesdays 6:45pm, Brides Room
Adoration: First Fridays 2:00pm ­ 7:00pm, Chapel
Prayer Chain: prayers anytime
Bette (805) 482·0067 bette_church@hotmail.com
Shirley (805) 482·2617 brownshehorn@gmail.com

Mass Intentions: Monthly list is available in the parish office.
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In the Community

Baptism for School­Age Children
We have a loving and welcoming process at Padre Serra through
which unbaptized children 6 years and older are prepared to be
received into the Church. They meet on Monday afternoons, starting
in September, to learn about the Bible, Jesus, the Church, prayer, and
how God is acting in their lives. They also participate in various
Faith Formation activities with the other children of the parish.
Parent participation is encouraged and it is a wonderful way for the
entire family to become integrated into the life of our parish. For
questions or to register your child, please contact Catherine
Shadduck (805) 482·6417 x331 or catherine@padreserra.org

Our Giving

Our Prayer Life

Faith Sharing

Becoming Catholic ~ RCIA

Together in Mission ~ Padre Serra Update!
Goal: $130,510 
Year to Date: $119,777 donated by 476 households.
Gap of $10,733 to reach our goal.
Each year, every parish is asked to contribute to less fortunate
parishes and schools in the Archdiocese. Your donation will help
support our neighboring parish communities teach and convey the
Good News of Jesus Christ to thousands of students and
parishioners. Your gift will be applied toward employee salaries,
tuition for children, and assistance to families. Envelopes are in the
church lobby or visit ourmissionla.org

Volunteer! It Takes a Parish!
We grow in our sense of belonging when we pitch in and work side­
by­side. There are so many tasks, large and small, to care for our
more than 60 ministries, busy front office, countless activities and a
12­acre campus. Come to share your talents. Help needed: Senior
Ministry, Sunday Welcome Team.

A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words
Let's share! If you have a photo of life at the parish, please send it to
photos@padreserra.org. Please send your images in “Actual Size” or
the largest size available. Remember to let us know what the image
is about (e.g., event name, activity name, who is in the pic, etc.). If
you want to add a short caption, please send it too! (e.g., Enjoyed
Serra Cinema with the family!) Your photographs may be used on
our social media, website, eNews, bulletin, etc. We can’t wait to see
your pics! Questions: gaby@padreserra.org

Stay Connected!
Follow us on Twitter @PadreSerra @pspyouth
Instagram @padreserra @pspyouth
Like us on Facebook @PadreSerraParish
Sign up for PSP eNews, contact gaby@padreserra.org
Visit our website www.padreserra.org

Other Notes



ALMAVIA Senior Living
Awarded Senior Advisors’ Best of Senior Living Top 1% in U.S. and Canada for 2018

“Engaging Hearts, Changing Lives,
Erasing Boundaries”

2500 Ponderosa Drive North, Camarillo, CA 93010

805.388.5277
VENTURA EYE INSTITUTE

MICHAEL T. RAGEN, M.D.
• Laser • Glaucoma

• Cataracts • Eyelid Surgery

3801 Las Posas Rd., Ste. # 112, Camarillo, CA 93010

(805) 388-1211

NEW ROOFS • RE-ROOFS • ROOF REPAIRS
SHINGLES • TILES • GUTTERS
METAL ROOFING • DOWNSPOUTS

QUALITY ROOFING AT
A PRICE YOU CAN
AFFORD Alfonso

Mendez

Se Habla Español Liability Insured • Bonded
Workers’ Comp St Lic #599538

Mendezroofingcoinc@gmail.com

((((888800005555))))     666644442222----6666111111111111

A+

Randy Hermans, D.D.S.
FAMILY DENTISTRY • COSMETIC • IMPLANT

805-482-1616
2438 Ponderosa Dr. N. C-111, Camarillo

(Inside Dos Caminos Medical Plaza)
www.doscaminosdental.com

Tues through Fri - 7 to 5
Find us on Facebook

Our Hygienists!

Elizabeth Lisa
Mary

Padre Serra St. Mary
St. Paschal

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

913037 Padre Serra Church (B)

Family Owned
And Operated!

Dine In
Take Out
Catering

Fundraising

Join Our Mailing List at PrestoPasta.com to
GET $3 OFF ANY PURCHASE!

Camarillo
805.445.7737

1701 Daily Dr

Newbury Park
805.498.7737
1025 Broadbeck Rd

Ventura
805.658.2898
5722 Telephone Rd

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

BBB
Member

EXCELLENZ
PAINTING

Interior, Exterior, All Phases
Acoustic & Wallpaper Removal

Special Quote
For Renters, Realtors

& Parishioners
Pedro Alatorre
805-223-9384

Independent Capital Management, Inc
Rich Frank, CFP ®
Investment Advisor Representative*

770 Paseo Camarillo, #130, Camarillo, CA 93010
CA Insurance Lic.: 0E54719
805-484-1011 Ext 116
rfrank@sagepointadvisor.com

INVESTMENTS / RETIREMENT PLANNING 
PERSONAL FINANCIAL PLANNING
*Securities and investment services offered through 
SagePoint Financial Inc., member FINRA/SIPC and 
a registered investment advisor. Parishioner

DON VANASSE
CUSTOM

BUILDERS, INC.
• Custom Homes
• Room Additions
• Patio Covers
• Remodeling

(805) 383-9191
General Contractor
License #657528
Bonded • Insured

Parishioner

JERRY J. ZINS, JR., CFP®, CLU, ChFC
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERTM

Wealth Management Specialist
Investments • IRA’s • 401k’s

400 Camarillo Ranch Road, Suite 202
805-384-1186 • www.yoursummitwealth.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. CA Insurance Lic. # 0708854

Parishioner

805.389.0282

SteveKelleyKelley Steve

1st Time Home Buyers • Loans to 3 Million
Down Payment Assistance • Reverse Mortgages
Home Equity Conversion Mortgage for Seniors

Steve Carrigan, CMPS
Certified Mortgage Planning Specialist

Email: Steve@CFGteam.com

www.SteveCarrigan.com
771 Daily Drive  ■ Suite120  ■ Camarillo, California 93010

Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California

Residential Mortgage Lending Act. License # 813H711, NMLS # 267891 & #267895

Franklin & Vizzo
Plumbing

Plumbing and Heating
Service - Repairs

24 Hour 
Emergency Service

Senior Discounts
Lic. No 389926 Ventura

805-641-1997
www.franklinandvizzo.com

Camarillo Progressive 
Montessori School
Ages 2-6 • License #566214006

Since 1974 - The Original Montessori

“Where learning 
and play go 

hand in hand”
4451 Las Posas Rd., Camarillo, CA 93010

Phone: 805-484-1460
Email: Camarillomontessori@gmail.com

Visit our website at:
www.Camarillomontessori.com



SCOTT KELLY, ChFC, CLU
Parishioner
Registered Principal Independent Financial Planner
COMPREHENSIVE WEALTH MANAGEMENT

• Retirement & Education Planning
• IRAs, 401ks, SEP-IRAs
• Life & Long Term Care Insurance

COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION 

(805) 652-6938
Scott.Kelly@LPL.com

CA Insurance Lic. OB66575 
Securities Offered Through LPL Financial Member FINRA/SIPC

Come Sail Away on a 7-night Catholic Exotic Cruise starting as low as $1045 per couple
Brian or Sally, coordinators 860.399.1785 an Official Travel

Agency of
Apostleship of
the Sea-USA

CST 2117990-70

ACOUSTIC HEARING AIDS
RRoonn  RRoobbeerrttss        ((880055))  448822--11110044

22441122  PPoonnddeerroossaa  DDrr..  NNoorrtthh  BB--110011
IInncclluuddeess  TT--CCOOIILL            NNeeaarr  PPlleeaassaanntt  VVaalllleeyy  HHoossppiittaall

Helping Families Make the Right Move

805-444-0001
mmcdonnell@troop.com

Parishioner

THERESA L. McCONVILLE
Attorney-At-Law

ESTATE PLANNING • WILLS • TRUSTS • PROBATE
340 Rosewood Ave., Suite R

Camarillo, CA  93010 484-0514
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EEDDSSAALLLL  LLAAWW  AAPPCC
AATTTTOORRNNEEYYSS  AATT  LLAAWW

DDaavviidd  EE.. EEddssaallll
KKaatthheerriinnee  EEddssaallll  WWeellllss

BUSINESS • PROBATE • TRUST
TTEELLEEPPHHOONNEE  ((880055))  448844--99000022        775511  DDAAIILLYY  DDRRIIVVEE,,  SSUUIITTEE  332255
FFAACCSSIIMMIILLEE::  ((880055))  448822--11447722        CCAAMMAARRIILLLLOO,, CCAA  9933001100
Email:David@EdsallLaw.com             www.EdsallLaw.com

FFIINNEE IITTAALLIIAANN CCUUIISSIINNEE
AANNDD BBEEEERR GGAARRDDEENN

5800 Santa Rosa, Suite 140
Camarillo, CA 93012

(less than 2 miles from church)
805.388.5550

www.TheManhattanOfCamarillo.com

Private Wine Room
Available for

Rehearsal Dinners,
Showers, Sacramental

Celebrations,
Corporate Functions,

and More

Open for
Lunch & Dinner

Live
Entertainment

Fri - Sun

AMERICA
DRIVING SCHOOL

Vickiads1971@aol.com
AmericaDrivingSchool.com

Online Drivers Ed:
AmericaDrivingSchoolOnline.com

805-312-1114
Since 1971

PARISHIONER
DISCOUNTS

Parishioner Vicki Lic#E4573

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.

PENNY TEAGUE
805-384-2652

“THE REAL ESTATE TEAM”
California Realty

Tom Cronley
Financial Advisor

2360 East Ventura Blvd. Ste B
Camarillo, CA 93010

805-389-6699

Douglas E. Hill
Certified Public Accountant

“The highest compliment we
can receive is the referral of

family and friends.
Thank you for your trust!”

1800 Ventura Blvd.
Camarillo, CA 93010

(805) 484-0496

Kimberly Conley
Photography

Specializing In
PORTRAIT & WEDDING

PHOTOGRAPHY

www.kimberlyguterres.wix.com/
kimberlyconleyphoto

kconleyphotography@yahoo.com



Registration packets available in the parish of ce and on our online at www.padreserra.org/children
Go to Home  Encounter  Learning  Children. 
Questions: tere@padreserra.org or (805) 482·6417 x347.

A foundation that lasts a lifetime...
Just like math and English, our kids continue their religious education every year, preschool 
through high school, and grow to know and love Jesus. 

Little Church 3 years to K
During Sunday mass at 9:00am and 11:00am
Children gather to make friends and learn 
about God and our Catholic faith through 
stories, prayer, songs, crafts and snacks.

Spark! Grades 1 through 5
Monday and Wednesday 3:30 / 5:15pm
Kids learn our faith traditions, prayers 
and practices through games, crafts and 
hands-on lessons in a way that fosters fun, 
fellowship and discipleship. Family events are 
built in to the curriculum too!

Three:Sixteen Grades 6 through 8 
Wednesdays 6:30 - 8:00pm
These kids have an equal focus on bible study 
and building community with one another.

4:12 High School
Wednesdays 7:00 - 9:00pm
'Four one two' teens meet to make connections, 
share their insights and concerns, and grow in 
faith. They gather with young adult small group 
leaders and our Youth Minister.

Baptism for School-Age 
Children Grades 1 through 8
We have a loving and welcoming process 
at Padre Serra through which children
6 years of age and older are prepared
to be received into the Church.

First Reconciliation and
First Communion Grades 1 through 8

After a minimum of two consecutive years
of the whole family participating in Faith
Formation, children who are ready to receive 
their First Reconciliation (Confession) 
and First Communion, attend 2 half day 
retreats with their parents to prepare 
for these holy sacraments.

Youth Con rmation High School

This two-year process for high school teens 
includes Sunday sessions, hands-on ministry, 
large and small group faith sharing, 
community events, retreats and service 
experiences that all culminate in receiving 
the sacrament.

Faith Formation
for Children and Teens
Starts in September. Register today!




