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Is This for Real?
Dear friends on the journey,
Here we are on day 31 and 5th Sunday of quarantine. What we’re living right now seems like a movie doesn’t
it? For our family, comedy might be the best description and I suspect there’s not too many living a romance.
I’ve heard several people compare their experience to a science fiction film and even Groundhog Day. Perhaps
for others it might parallel horror, suspense, adventure, crime, drama, fantasy, mystery or satire. No matter the
movie genre, this pandemic and our stayathome response is something surreal, unbelievable and
unprecedented. We’re all wondering if this is for real. Everyone is locked in their homes in comfy clothes,
only going out for groceries. Masks and gloves are wardrobe musts. Essentials are the basics for survival.
School and graduations canceled. Telecommuting to work. And our liturgy is now on YouTube! It’s certainly
an emotional roller coaster with ups and downs, fears and joys, calm and frenzy, tears and laughter, and
everything in between. We are living moment to moment, not knowing what will happen next.
Today’s gospel story about Jesus’ post resurrection appearance to the disciples in the locked room is also a
roller coaster of emotions from fear and worry to doubt. They are filled with disbelief and uncertainty, likely
wondering if the recent events were real and what was going to happen without their teacher. Then Jesus
appears to them and they rejoice, three times he offers peace, gives the Holy Spirit to them, and sends them
out to be believers and to forgive. Then Jesus challenges their belief. Does it come only from their seeing Jesus
in person?
This gospel’s message is for us as well. Now more than ever, we need Jesus’ peace. We need belief and the
Holy Spirit to get us through this time. Only Jesus can give us this peace and he offers it every day. It’s our
response that will make a difference, especially when we have no certainty of the immediate future. I have
found much hope, comfort and peace in this time of quarantine and see the Holy Spirit at work. Here is where
social media has shined for me. Seeing stories of courage, charity given, appreciation, gratitude, humanity at
its best. I am beyond proud of our parish for acting so quickly to live stream Mass, to be willing to shop for
seniors, to make wellness calls, to donate food, to give generously so the parish can stay afloat.
So today I encourage all of us to rely on our faith that Jesus has us. Rest in his peace that with him and through
him, we will come out on the other side stronger and better. Lean on the belief that the Holy Spirit is working
and look for even her small, simple movements in our lockdown. Celebrate them. Take comfort that the
disciples who were locked in that room in fear and disbelief eventually came out stronger and better and with
greater conviction.
I wonder sometimes if all the goodness is real. And Jesus says yes.
Until we see one another in person … Siempre Adelante,

Teresa Runyon
Faith Life Minister
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High School

12 months to Grade 8.

Everyone 14 to 18 is welcome! youth@padreserra.org

Dear Families,
We are working on creating lesson plans for families to do at home;
please make sure we have your most updated email address on file.
Please contact me if your child(ren) is in Faith Formation, and you
have not yet received an email from us this week,
tere@padreserra.org
Please make sure to mark as a VIP email so that they won’t
accidentally end up in your junk folder.
• For Spark! Grades 1  2
jennifer@padreserra.org
• For Spark! Grades 3  5
christine@padreserra.org
• For Three:Sixteen Middle School and Youth High School
Ministries
youth@padreserra.org
• For First Reconciliation, First Communion and sacrament prep
mary@padreserra.org
• For Baptism for SchoolAge Children Grades 1  8
catherine@padreserra.org

4:12
Join Brett and peer leaders, for fun and fellowship via Zoom. Ask
brett@padreserra.org to add you to our GroupMe to keep you
updated.

Spark! at Home
“The best and surest way to learn the love of Jesus is through the
family.”  St. Mother Teresa

Youth & Young Adults
Everyone 14 to 39ish is welcome!
Peer Leaders
We are moving our regular gatherings to video gatherings via Zoom.
Ask brett@padreserra.org to add you to our GroupMe to keep you
updated. Peer leaders help engage our Confirmation candidates by
acting as mentors and facilitators during our weekly Confirmation
sessions, our annual retreats, and at 4:12 youth nights. If you are
confirmed and are interested in joining our team contact
youth@padreserra.org

Young Adults
Everyone 18 to 39ish is welcome! www.padreserra.org/young-adults
Bible Study
We will be having Bible Study via Zoom every Thursday from 7:00
to 9:00 pm until the current COVID19 situation is resolved and
we’re allowed to meet again. For more information please contact
brett@padreserra.org

Adults
Parish Seniors
If you are homebound and need help with grocery shopping, please
contact Teresa at (805) 482·6417 x322 or at teresa@padreserra.org.
Volunteer shoppers are standing by to help.
Living Faith
Check out our photo gallery of the domestic Church alive, and we’d
love to see your photos too.
https://www.padreserra.org/news/livingfaith
Fr. Patrick’s Bible Study
In March Fr. Patrick began a study of Matthew’s Gospel. When our
situation changes, we will resume the series but in the meantime, if
you missed the first two sessions or want to hear again, visit
www.padreserra.org/divematthew
Growing in Faith at Home
Our Catholic tradition is filled with many tools and resources to
articulate and unpack the many aspects of our faith. We have posted
a few online recommendations for you to access while at home in
order to learn and grow in understand and faith. Visit
www.padreserra.org/growing
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Sharing Faith at Home
Every week we provide a faithsharing question based on the Sunday
gospel so that, after hearing scripture proclaimed at Mass, you and
your family can engage in a conversation at home around the table.
This quarantine is a good time with everyone at home to begin this
weekly practice. We encourage you to break open the Word again by
reading the gospel, listening for a word or line that jumps out at you
then look into your own life by using the question provided, or
another of your choosing, to spark a conversation of faith.
The question can be found here in the bulletin under Faith Sharing
and on our home page at www.padreserra.org
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Faith Sharing
Reflection questions for every gathering around any table.
John 20:1931 ~ Peace be with you, he said.
In today’s gospel, we see Thomas’ struggle to believe in the
Resurrection. He does so only after encountering Jesus for himself.
Jesus says, “Blessed are those who have not seen and have
believed.” This passage challenges all of us Christians to believe
without seeing. What are the events or experiences in your life, or in
this time of quarantine, that have brought you to believe?

Prayer Life
Parish Book of Intentions
Your prayers are precious. We’ve moved the Book of Intentions
online so that we can continue to pray for each other. You can leave
your name or remain anonymous: www.padreserra.org/intentions

Pastoral Care
In this time of physical distancing, Fr. Patrick is still taking
appointments via phone or online meeting platforms. To schedule a
time with him, please contact his assistant Barbara Morgan
barbara@padreserra.org

Volunteer
St. Vincent de Paul
If you have questions about the stimulus checks and need
clarification or directions, St. Vincent de Paul ministers are standing
by to answer your questions. Simply call (805) 504·4753.

Giving
“It is not enough to say we are Christians. We must live the faith not
only with words but with our actions” – Pope Francis

Safeguard the Children
The Archdiocese Continues Helping Survivors of Sexual Abuse
and Their Families
During National Child Abuse Prevention Month, and on behalf of
Archbishop José H. Gomez, we affirm our continued commitment to
reporting allegations of sexual misconduct to law enforcement,
support victimsurvivors in their healing journey, and protect
children and the vulnerable. The Archdiocese has created a new
website, LACatholics, to serve as a comprehensive resource
containing resources, programs, and services for protecting children
and reporting abuse. If you, or someone you know, is a victim of
sexual misconduct by someone affiliated with our Church, please
contact law enforcement and Archdiocesan Victims Assistance
Coordinator at (213) 637·7650 or for help and support, visit
lacatholics.org/reportingchildabuse

Pray for Our Sick
Rebeccah Andrews, Baby Adeline Bettini, Carrie Botello, Shirley
Brown, Katie Ceurvorst, Bruce Colell, Kristi Colell, Thomas Collins,
Liesa Comeau, Baby Wyatt Davis, Joe Flores, Charlie Garcia, Jeff
Hansen, Dorothy Johnson, Therese Kaiser, Kristen Mara, Adele
Marietta, Veronica Markley, Akemi Saito McLaren, Andrea Medina,
Mark Medina, Malcolm Mingay, Michael Mingay, Anthony Nocon,
Margaret Pappin, Dino Perry, Shanti Plumbley, Molly Ridges, Berta
Segundo, Dorothy Simmons, Jackson Soyster, Will Stachowiak,
Michelle Tapia, Marcia Vivirito and Amy Whitley. (Names are
refreshed monthly.)
Remember Our Dead
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently:
Dorothy Dominguez, RIP
Beloved sister of Patricia Saito
David Engelson, RIP
Arnold Hockenmaier, RIP
Beloved husband of Poldi Hockenmaier
Anne Mancini, RIP
Jack Padour, RIP
May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus.
Prayer Opportunities
Daily Readings: www.usccb.org
Prayer Chain: Prayers anytime
Bette (805) 482·0067 bette_church@hotmail.com
Shirley (805) 482·2617 brownshehorn@gmail.com
or visit www.padreserra.org/prayerrequests
Stations of the Cross: www.padreserra.org/stations

Memorial & Honorarium
Memorial & Honorarium Gifts
Be it a birthday, anniversary or graduation, remember or honor your
loved one or friend through a gift to our building fund. Envelopes are
available in the narthex and office or visit
www.padreserra.org/giving. Donate to Padre Serra. For more
information contact pam@padreserra.org

