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What Sort of Persons Ought We To Be? 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
The Advent season gives us some wonderful scripture readings and this weekend’s seem particularly suited to the time in 
which we live. 
 

Comfort, give comfort to my people, 
says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her 
that her service is at an end, 
her guilt is expiated; 
indeed, she has received from the hand of the LORD 
double for all her sins. 

 
Isaiah’s prophecy in the first reading may ring true or false depending on what our experience of 2020 has been, but when 
we hear it as part of the promise that the Lord would redeem Israel and in light of the reality of Jesus Christ’s presence and 
action in the world, the truth of it rings clear.  
 
Do you ever succumb to the temptation (as I do) to put off necessary work and growth because of a complacent reliance on 
God’s mercy and patience? Today’s second reading can help us properly realign. The first part is an encouragement to trust 
God and to be patient as he is patient: “Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand 
years and a thousand years like one day. The Lord does not delay his promise, as some regard ‘delay,’ but he is patient with 
you, not wishing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.”  
 
The next sentence deals decisively with the complacency I mentioned: “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and 
then the heavens will pass away with a mighty roar and the elements will be dissolved by fire, and the earth and everything 
done on it will be found out.” So, my friends, what we do and what we say matter: “Since everything is to be dissolved in 
this way, what sort of persons ought you to be?” “… eager to be found without spot or blemish before him, at peace.” 
 
The mighty Advent figure John the Baptist we encounter in the gospel (this, year, Mark’s) proclaims a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. “One mightier than I is coming after me. I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the 
thongs of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
John has a healthy understanding of his own place in the scheme of things and so should we. He is content to be a creature, 
not the Creator; a messenger, not the Message; a humble servant, not the Master. 
 
Jesus sent the apostles out to preach the Gospel and to baptize (a mission given also to us by our baptism). We are sent as 
they were to “give comfort to my people”. May we embrace that call so that we can sincerely 
make the Advent cry “Maranatha,” “waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of 
God.” 
 
Siempre Adelante, 

 
 
 
 

Dominic MacAller 
Music and Liturgy Minister
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12 months to Grade 8. 
 
Little Church ~ December 6   
Age 3 through kindergarten. Ms. Soraya is putting together a video 
for Little Church families. Children will have so much fun learning 
through Bible stories and songs. Spaces still available to join Little 
Church. To receive videos, please contact soraya@padreserra.org 
 
Spark! ~ December 7 
Grades 1 to 5. This week the children will learn about “Make 
Straight the Way of the Lord.” Send your Spark! at Home images in 
“Actual Size” or the largest size available to photo@padreserra.org 
or use #pspsparkathome and tag @padreserra on Instagram. Visit the 
gallery at www.padreserra.org/sparkathome 
 
Three: Sixteen ~ December 16 
Middle School Ministry. No sessions this week; enjoy your week off. 
Sessions resume via Zoom on December 16. If you missed the Jr. 
High Retreat, catch up here. 
 
Advent Activities 
   • Nativity Advent Calendar: He is coming! Celebrate this 
      beautiful time of the year with your children day by day by 
      creating together this Nativity Advent Calendar. Then share it, 
      embrace it!  Send your pics to photo@padreserra.org or share 
      them on Instagram; use #pspAdvent and tag @PadreSerra. Visit 
      the gallery here www.padreserra.org/adventgallery 
   • Advent Wreath Coloring Page: See page 13.

 Everyone 14 to 18 is welcome! youth@padreserra.org  
 
4:12  
Join Brett and peer leaders for fun and fellowship via Zoom. Ask 
brett@padreserra.org to add you to our GroupMe to keep you 
updated. 
 
Confirmation Y1 ~ December 6 
This week teens will learn about the gift of Right Judgment. Zoom 
gathering begins at 1:00 pm; please contact youth@padreserra for 
more information.

High School

Children

Advent Calendar ~ Sign Up Today 
Our parish Advent calendar can help you fully enter into this season 
of holy waiting with daily inspiration, activity, prayer, and some fun 
to prepare you and your family spiritually for the birth of Jesus 
Christ. Sign up here to receive a daily email. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/advent

Everyone

Advent Opportunities  
Visit our Advent page for opportunities to participate and give, 
prayers and blessings, daily and weekly inspirations, and Advent 
Conspiracy: www.padreserra.org/advent  

 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help ~ December 9, 16, 23, 30 
Join us online for prayer and devotion to our Mother Mary. 
Wednesdays 6:30  7:30 pm. Contact:  
Madel omphnovenapsp@gmail.com  

 
Men’s Ministry December 9, 30 
Illuman is a ministry for men, by men, to honor the uniqueness of 
male spirituality. Bimonthly group gatherings are designed to help 
guys become better, more authentic men. 7:00 pm online. Contact 
Dave dave.mccormick.mba@gmail.com   

 
PAX Christi ~ December 17 
Grounded in the gospel and Catholic social teaching, our PAX 
Christi ministry seeks to model the peace of Christ in our witness to 
the nonviolence of the cross through an evening of prayer, study, and 
action rooted in justice for the common good of all God’s children. 
7:00 pm, via Zoom. www.padreserra.org/news/paxchristi 

 
Women’s Ministry ~ December 21 
Seeds of Faith, our women’s faith sharing group, will complete the 
study of the pastoral letter “Open Wide Our Hearts” with the final 
chapter Walk Humbly with God.  The bishops affirm that such 
“walking” leads us “to press forward without fear in rebuilding our 
relationships, healing our communities and working to shape our 
policies and institutions toward the good of all, as missionary 
disciples.” This is an aspect of evangelization in our Church and the 
witness it requires. 7:00  8:30 pm via Zoom. Contact  
Cynthia cjonescampbell@yahoo.com   

 
Blood Drive ~ December 29 
Give the gift of life and donate blood. Appointments are still 
available between 9:00 am  1:00 pm, Serra Center.  
www.padreserra.org/news/blooddrive 

 
Open Hearts 
A fellowship ministry where individuals and families of the LGBTQ 
community are welcome to share experiences, strength, support, and 
hope. Sue (805) 390·2824, openhearts@padreserra.org   

 
Virtual Catholic Conference ~ February 2021 
The Los Angeles Congress is going virtual February 19  21. For 
$35, you will experience keynote presenters, dynamic workshops, 
entertainment, intercultural prayer experiences, and more ... all from 
the comfort of your home. Mark your calendars today and learn 
more: https://recongress.org

Adults

https://www.padreserra.org/spark-at-home.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Djtsd0OHSrY&feature=youtu.be
http://www.padreserra.org/uploads/1/0/7/2/107289629/printable_nativity_advent_calender_to_color_final.pdf
https://www.padreserra.org/advent-gallery.html
https://www.padreserra.org/news/pax-christi
https://www.padreserra.org/news/blood-drive
https://recongress.org
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Advent Sacrament of Reconciliation  
In the courtyard, Mondays, Dec. 7, 14, 21, 5:00 to 7:00 pm and 
Saturdays, Dec. 5, 12, 19, 2:30 to 3:30 pm. We decorate our homes 
for Christmas. Even more important is readying our hearts, both for 
the Lord’s return at the end of time, and to celebrate His birthday. 
Examine your life. Confess your sins. Trust the Lord’s mercy. 
Celebrate with joy. 
 
Pray for Our Sick 
Casey Allen, Lisa Alonzo, Shirley Brown, Michele Burger, Katie 
Ceurvorst, Thomas Collins, Liesa Comeau, Lori Conley, Baby Wyatt 
Davis, Dora Doles, Kalei Durand, Noelani Durand, Claire Estes, Joe 
Flores, Sharon Garcia, Tawfík Haddád, Tish Hearne, Art Hernandez, 
Stephanie Hooper, Mary Hopple, Mary Ann Kratochvil, Barbara 
Layton, Sue Leahy, Rosemary Maldonado, Glenn Mingay, Jeff 
Paolella, Lou Ann Paolella, Lolita Reyes, Connie Rigney, Mike 
Robles, Joseph Scordamaglia, Jackson Soyster, baby Penelope 
Swartz, Francisco Tapia, Sara Tapia, Linda Vesey and Tom Vesey. 
(Names are refreshed monthly.) 
 
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently: 
Jaime Estabillo, RIP 
Evelyn McMillion, RIP 
  Beloved wife of Richard McMillion 
May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus. 
 
Prayer Opportunities 
Daily Readings: bible.usccb.org 
Parish Book of Intentions: www.padreserra.org/intentions 
Prayer Chain: Prayers anytime  
  Bette (805) 482·0067 bette_church@hotmail.com 
  Shirley (805) 482·2617 brownshehorn@gmail.com 
  or visit www.padreserra.org/prayerrequests 
Stations of the Cross: www.padreserra.org/stations 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help: www.padreserra.org/news/olph 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel: www.padreserra.org/prayer

Prayer Life

Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
 
Mark 1:18 ~ Prepare the Way of the Lord 
John the Baptist preached repentance and baptized the people, in 
preparation for the one who would baptize with the Holy Spirit. With 
the great news of Jesus’ coming, how are you going to share this joy 
and happiness with others you encounter in your daytoday lives?  
How are you, or can you be, like John the Baptist and invite others to 
know someone greater: your Lord Jesus Christ?

Faith Sharing Question 

Advent and Catholic Inquiry 
Invite your nonCatholic friends and relatives to attend Mass on the 
Grass or watch it online with you. It may refresh your sense of this 
meaningful time of year.  If you or anyone you know is interested in 
finding out more about the Catholic Church, please contact 
Catherine Shadduck at (805) 482·6417 x331 or 
catherine@padreserra.org

Becoming Catholic

Virtual Advent Retreats 
Families ~ December 13, 5:30 pm. Bring your family to the 
manger! This free miniretreat offers families a fun and meaningful 
way to prepare us for Jesus’ birth. Each family will receive a kit with 
all the items needed to participate. Register here  
Individuals ~ December 11, 6:00 pm or December 12, 10:00 am.  
Draw nearer to our Lord Jesus through presentations, time for quiet 
prayer, faith sharing, and more. Register here 
 
The Birth of Jesus in Art and History ~ December 16 
Join Dr. John Madden for a virtual tour of the Church of the Nativity 
in Bethlehem, together with an illustrated exploration of the origins 
of the feast, the earliest representations of the Nativity, and the 
sources of the traditional elements of the Christmas Story. 7:00 pm, 
via Zoom. Info/register here

In the Community

Hospitality Ministers Needed 
Matthew 22:39 - Love your neighbor as yourself. 
To make sure that we are all as safe as possible at Mass, we need 
ministers who are as lovingly assertive as they are welcoming. 
Responsibilities are to ensure that people sanitize as they arrive, 
wear their masks properly, and maintain a sixfoot distance from 
those outside their household. We especially need people willing to 
serve at the 4:00 pm Masses on Saturday and Sunday. If you’d be 
comfortable in this role, please contact dominic@padreserra.org 
 
Religious Retirement Fund 
In good and difficult times, senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and 
religious order priests have dedicated themselves to service and acts 
of mercy. Today, they pray for our hurting world. Yet, years of 
serving for little or no pay have left their religious communities 
without enough retirement savings. Your gift to the Retirement Fund 
for Religious helps provide medications, nursing care, and other 
necessities.  The Sisters of Notre Dame wish to thank the 
parishioners of Padre Serra Parish for their support for this annual 
national collection. Info: www.sndca.org or Sr. Lisa Megaffin 
lmegaffin@sndca.org. 

Giving

Deck the Halls Safely 
As we continue under Covid19 restrictions, many families will 
celebrate Christmas entirely in their own homes this year, in place of 
parties and traditional holiday outings. Keep basic safety guidelines 
in mind as you decorate. Use surge protectors and outlet strips for 
extra lights around the house and tree, and make sure to cover 
unused sockets to keep little hands and fingers out. Inspect your 
lights and any batteryoperated decorations to ensure they are 
working properly; frayed light strands and old batteries could be fire 
hazards. For more tips on decorating safely, read the VIRTUS article 
“Creating a Safe Christmas Celebration” here.

Safeguard the Children

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/120620.cfm
https://lacatholics.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Dec.5-6.Safe-Christmas.pdf
https://bible.usccb.org/podcasts/audio
https://www.padreserra.org/prayer-requests.html
https://la-archdiocese.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUtce6oqTgoGtCCiTYfllDCX0YNOXkxEu_6
https://sacredheartretreatcamp.com/advent-retreat/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-birth-of-jesus-in-art-and-history-with-john-madden-phd-tickets-1281636439
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24/7 Toll Free: (888) 282-1775
Our Mission Estado Dela Misión

We exist to provide empathy, Existimos para proporcionar empatía,
reliability, competent, and confiabilidad, atención competente 

compassionate care for our y compasiva para nuestros pacientes
patients and their families y sus familias mientras enfrantan

as they face life limiting illness. enfermedades que limitan la vida.

Kathleen MacAller
Telling & MacAller Insurance Services

Group • Individual • Medicare
kathleen@tellmacinsurance.com

(805) 371-6276
5301-C Mission Oaks Blvd., Camarillo, CA 93012

Parishioner in music ministry since 1999

CA DOI LIC# 0M25202

A+

NEW ROOFS • RE-ROOFS • ROOF REPAIRS
SHINGLES • TILES • GUTTERS
METAL ROOFING • DOWNSPOUTS

QUALITY ROOFING AT
A PRICE YOU CAN
AFFORD

Liability Insured • Bonded
Workers’ Comp St Lic #599538

Mendezroofingcoinc@gmail.com

((880055))   664422--66111111

Alfonso
Mendez

Se Habla Español

PENNY TEAGUE
805-384-2652

“THE REAL ESTATE TEAM”
California Realty

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.

ACOUSTIC HEARING AIDS
Roger A. Caldwell (805) 482-1104
2412 Ponderosa Dr. North B-101

Includes T-COIL Near Pleasant Valley Hospital

Tom Cronley, CFP®
Financial Advisor
2360 East Ventura Blvd. Ste B
Camarillo, CA 93010

805-389-6699

Family Owned
And Operated!

Dine In
Take Out
Catering

Fundraising

Join Our Mailing List at PrestoPasta.com to
GET $3 OFF ANY PURCHASE!

Camarillo
805.445.7737

1701 Daily Dr

Newbury Park
805.498.7737
1025 Broadbeck Rd

Ventura
805.658.2898
5722 Telephone Rd

VENTURA EYE INSTITUTE
MICHAEL T. RAGEN, M.D.

• Laser • Glaucoma
• Cataracts • Eyelid Surgery

3801 Las Posas Rd., Ste. # 112, Camarillo, CA 93010
(805) 388-1211

VENTURA EYE INSTITUTE

Independent Capital Management, Inc
Rich Frank, CFP ®
Investment Advisor Representative*
770 Paseo Camarillo, #130, Camarillo, CA 93010
CA Insurance Lic.: 0E54719
805-484-1011 Ext 116
rfrank@sagepointadvisor.com
INVESTMENTS / RETIREMENT PLANNING 
PERSONAL FINANCIAL PLANNING
*Securities and investment services offered through 
SagePoint Financial Inc., member FINRA/SIPC and 
a registered investment advisor. Parishioner

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

(C
ST

 2
11
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90
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BBB
Member

EXCELLENZ
PAINTING

Interior, Exterior, All Phases
Acoustic & Wallpaper Removal

Special Quote
For Renters, Realtors

& Parishioners
Pedro Alatorre
805-223-9384

Franklin & Vizzo
Plumbing

Plumbing and Heating
Service - Repairs

24 Hour 
Emergency Service

Senior Discounts
Lic. No 389926 Ventura

805-641-1997
www.franklinandvizzo.com

Engaging Hearts, Changing Lives,
Erasing Boundaries
• Non Profit
• Serving Seniors for 130 Years
• Originated by the Sisters of Mercy
• Full-time Pastor on Staff

805.388.5277
2500 Ponderosa Drive North

Camarillo, CA 93010

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

DON VANASSE
CUSTOM

BUILDERS, INC.
• Custom Homes
• Room Additions
• Patio Covers
• Remodeling

(805) 383-9191
General Contractor
License #657528
Bonded • Insured

Parishioner

• Room Additions

JERRY J. ZINS, JR., CFP®, CLU, ChFC
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERTM

Wealth Management Specialist
Investments • IRA’s • 401k’s

400 Camarillo Ranch Road, Suite 202
805-384-1186 • www.yoursummitwealth.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. CA Insurance Lic. # 0708854

Parishioner

Support your community for the next 10 years!
Take the Census by:

Wednesday, September 30, 2020

1st Time Home Buyers • Loans to 3 Million

Down Payment Assistance • Reverse Mortgages

Home Equity Conversion Mortgage for Seniors

Steve Carrigan, CMPS
Certified Mortgage Planning Specialist

Email: Steve@CFGteam.com

www.SteveCarrigan.com

Kelley          Steve

805.389.0282

771 Daily Drive Suite 120 Camarillo, California 93010
Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California

Residential Mortgage Lending Act. License # 413-1108, NMLS #267891 & #267895

Kelley          Steve



SCOTT KELLY, ChFC, CLU
Parishioner
Registered Principal Independent Financial Planner
COMPREHENSIVE WEALTH MANAGEMENT

• Retirement & Education Planning
• IRAs, 401ks, SEP-IRAs
• Life & Long Term Care Insurance

COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION 

(805) 652-6938
Scott.Kelly@LPL.com

CA Insurance Lic. OB66575 
Securities Offered Through LPL Financial Member FINRA/SIPC

ELITE COMFORT SENIOR CARE 
CAREGIVING AGENCY

HCO# 564700042 Bonded & Insured
All Caregivers are HCA Licensed

Call for a free consultation: 805-824-5291
www.elitecomfortcare.com

401 Mobil Ave., Ste. #4, Camarillo 93010
Full range of options tailored to your needs including:

Long/Short Term Care • Companionship • Daily Living
Meal Prep • Housekeeping • Escort to Errands

BETCY ELIE, REALTOR
CalBRE #01079218  | CalBRE #00808278
Call/Text (805) 910-6443
betcyelie@gmail.com
www.Betcy-Elie.kw.com
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

Betcy is a Certified Military Relocation Professional, eager to help active 
and former military service members with their real estate needs.

14 YR Local Parishioner

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Business Valuation & Appraisal Services
Ryan Forbes, ASA ~ Parishioner

Accredited Senior Appraiser in Business Valuation,
Gift/Estate, 409A, M&A, Enterprise Valuation, Discount Studies

818.351.6105 | rforbes@calvalgroup.com
www.calvalgroup.com

EDSALL LAW APC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

David E. Edsall
Katherine Edsall Wells

BUSINESS • PROBATE • TRUST
TELEPHONE (805) 484-9002    400 CAMARILLO RANCH RD. # 102
FACSIMILE: (805) 482-1472                        CAMARILLO, CA 93012
Email:David@EdsallLaw.com             www.EdsallLaw.com

FINE ITALIAN CUISINE
AND BEER GARDEN

5800 Santa Rosa, Suite 140
Camarillo, CA 93012

(less than 2 miles from church)

805.388.5550
www.TheManhattanOfCamarillo.com

Private Wine Room
Available for

Rehearsal Dinners,
Showers, Sacramental

Celebrations,
Corporate Functions,

and More

Open for
Lunch & Dinner

Live
Entertainment

Fri - Sun

THERESA L. McCONVILLE
Attorney-At-Law

ESTATE PLANNING • WILLS • TRUSTS • PROBATE
340 Rosewood Ave., Suite R

Camarillo, CA  93010 484-0514

Your
ad

could
be in this

space!

THINKING 
ABOUT A 

REVERSE 
MORTGAGE?

For a casual, frank, HONEST personal
discussion on the HUD sponsored

REVERSE MORTGAGE program, call:
Cell (805) 816-1781

JOHN A. SINKER
NOW: PURCHASE with a REVERSE MORTGAGE

NMLS # 250487 50 Yr. Local Parishioner BRE # 01257049

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!
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Helping Families Make the Right Move

Douglas E. Hill
Certified Public Accountant

“The highest compliment we can
receive is the referral of family and
friends. Thank you for your trust!”
1800 Ventura Blvd.

Camarillo, CA 93010
(805) 484-0496

REALTOR

Derrick Timmons
“Personal Service,

Professional Results”

805.807.3987
realtortimmons@gmail.com
www.derricktimmons.com

DRE# 01886244




