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The Good Shepherd 
 
Hello Friends! 
 
I hope your Easter was joyous and full of grace! 
 
We have all heard the term “sheep” used as an insult. Someone who lacks independent thought and is a 
thoughtless follower. We’ve heard it a lot during election season and we will continue to hear it when 
people are unkind to other people’s beliefs.  
 
We always preach that living your Catholic faith is countercultural in many ways. A prime example of 
Christ turning the world upside down (even if it’s in present times) is seen within John 10.  
 
Yes, Jesus calls us His sheep. No, it not meant to be demeaning, it’s quite the opposite. Jesus is truly the 
Good Shepherd willing to die for His flock. Why? Simply because He loves us.  
 
Like I said, if we were to be called sheep in this day and age, it holds a negative connotation. Don’t let 
that deter you from embracing the loving message of this Gospel. Instead focus on Jesus, the good 
shepherd, who does not protect us for His own benefit, but rather, yearns for us to be at peace.  
 
I find this Gospel hilariously relevant to what we experience today. Jesus not only mentions the wolf 
but also the shepherd who is hired and is only concerned about pay. Am I advocating for distrust for our 
current leaders? No. But I do know that we cannot go wrong following the Good Shepherd, the one 
who personally knows and loves you.  
 
During confusing times, always remember that your Good Shepherd is with you. He never leaves and 
He will never lead you astray, even during those times where we don’t recognize or acknowledge Him. 
Especially during times where we are distrustful of others. During times of turmoil, it’s best to try to 
recognize that our God is persistent in His pursuit of us.  
 
God does not reciprocate love, but rather, He is Love. He truly is the Good 
Shepherd.  
 
God Bless, 

 
 
 
 
 

Brett Becker 
Youth and Young Adult Minister
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12 months to Grade 8. 
 
Little Church ~ April 25 
Age 3 through Kindergarten. Ms. Soraya is putting together a video 
for Little Church families. Children will have so much fun learning 
through Bible stories and songs. Spaces still available to join Little 
Church. To receive videos, please contact soraya@padreserra.org  
 
Spark! ~ April 26 
Grades 1 to 5. This week children will learn about Jesus being the 
vine, and we are his branches. Please send us your pictures or videos 
at photo@padreserra.org 
 
Three:Sixteen ~ April 28 
Middle School Ministry. We will gather via Zoom on Wednesday, 
April 28. Kids will learn what Jesus meant when he said he is the 
vine and we are his branches. Share your pictures at 
photo@padreserra.org 
 
Online Mass Activities 
To be done at certain times during Mass, watch carefully! (see page 
13) 
 
Proclamation of the Gospel 
Watch a children’s video here.

 Everyone 14 to 18 is welcome! youth@padreserra.org  
 
Confirmation Y2 ~ May 2 
Confirmation sessions will resume on May 2. For more information, 
please contact youth@padreserra.org 
 
4:12 
Join Brett and Peer Leaders for fun and fellowship most Wednesday 
nights, at the Serra Center's backyard. Teens make connections, share 
insights and concerns, and grow in faith. Masks and social distancing 
required. Ask brett@padreserra.org or follow us on Instagram to 
keep updated.

High SchoolChildren

#pspsparkathome

Everyone 18 to 39ish is welcome! www.padreserra.org/young-adults 
 
Bible Study and More 
We gather the first and third Thursday of the month, 7:00 to 9:00 pm 
at the Serra Center’s backyard. On the first Thursday, we do a Bible 
study, and on the third Thursday, we play a game. Masks and social 
distancing are required. See our Instagram @pspyoungadult or 
Facebook @PadreSerraYA for other events! For more information, 
please contact brett@padreserra.org

Young Adults

Everyone 14 to 39ish is welcome! 
 
Peer Leaders 
Every Tuesday, 6:30 pm, Serra Center’s backyard. The session 
begins at 7:00 pm. Masks and social distancing are required. Peer 
leaders help engage our Confirmation candidates by acting as 
mentors and facilitators during our weekly Confirmation sessions, 
our annual retreats, and at 4:12 youth nights. Ask 
brett@padreserra.org to add you to our GroupMe to keep you 
updated. If you are confirmed and are interested in joining our team 
contact youth@padreserra.org

Youth Leadership

Meditative Movement ~  April 27 
Women and men, any age can join instructor Sheila Montgomery for 
meditative movement using Tai Chi. 2:00  3:00 pm, church 
courtyard. $5/class. COVID requirements for participation: masks 
covering nose and mouth, sanitize hands, 6 feet distance, no 
socializing before or after.  
 
Caregivers Support Group ~ April 27 
Caritas offers support to those who are caring for an aging parent, 
relative, or spouse. Fourth Tuesday, 7:00 pm, via Zoom. Contact 
Patricia sentclan@gmail.com   

Adults

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xUZl5OZPXHg
https://www.instagram.com/pspyouth/
https://www.facebook.com/PadreSerraYA
https://www.instagram.com/pspyoungadult/
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United Together in Prayer 
We ask you, as the People of God, to unite in a special prayer for 
victims of child sexual abuse. 
“A Prayer for Healing Victims of Abuse” 
Holy Spirit, comforter of hearts, heal your people’s wounds 
and transform brokenness into wholeness. 
Grant us the courage and wisdom, humility and grace, 
to act with justice. 
Breathe wisdom into our prayers and labors. 
Grant that all harmed by abuse may find peace and justice. 
We ask this through Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
Copyright© 2014 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, All 
Rights Reserved.

Safeguard the Children

All Creation Belongs to God 
... including everything we are and everything we own. Strive to be 
loving and giving, just as God is. 

Giving

Men’s Ministry ~ April 28 
Illuman is a ministry for men, by men, to honor the uniqueness of 
male spirituality. Bimonthly group gatherings are designed to help 
guys become better, more authentic men. 7:00 pm. Contact  
Dave dave.mccormick.mba@gmail.com   
 
Writers Group ~ April 30 
We gather. We pray. We write. If you enjoy writing, you are welcome 
any Friday to share your work and listen to others’ inspiring writing. 
Fridays 10:00 am  12:00 pm, courtyard. COVID requirements for 
participation: masks covering nose and mouth, sanitize hands, 6 feet 
distance, no socializing before or after.  
Linda Lowe calmest1@verizon.net 
 
Living Liturgy Bible Study 
Dr. Paul Ford offers a weekly reflection and study of the upcoming 
Sunday scriptures so we can better understand the good news 
message of Jesus Christ and how He is present in our lives. Until we 
can meet in person again, he will email a prerecorded lesson each 
week or access them on our website.

Adults

Census Update 
If you have moved, dropped your landline, added a cellphone or 
email, have adult children who have moved out, please keep us 
updated. If you live alone, provide us with an emergency contact. 
Contact Mary (805) 482·6417 x321 or mary@padreserrra.org  

Other Notes

Pray for Our Sick 
Brenda, Don, Rosemarie Acosta, Lisa Alonzo, Jamie Andersson, 
Lukas Andersson, Patti Andrus, John Barra, Shirley Brown, Michele 
Burger, Rigo CastilloReyes, Katie Ceurvorst, Bette Church, Thomas 
Collins, Wyatt Davis, Walter DuPont, Alex Estrada, Jeanne Gaffney, 
Laura Gantenbein, Sharon Garcia, Isaac Garcia Castillo, Rosie 
Gutierrez, Barbara Humphrey, Connie Lakowski, Arlene Leonard, 
Stephen Maulhardt, Stacey McColley, Dennis Perrin, Sue Powers, 
Cheri Ramirez, Renee Ramonette, Maureen Rider, Blanca Rivera, 
Ness Rodriguez, Phyllis Ross, Jackson Soyster, Sue Spies, Racquel 
Taylor, Gregory Wasserman, Midalma Wasserman, Veronica 
Wasserman, Kylie Wilson, Luis Christian Zanartu and Vicki Zanartu. 
(Names are refreshed monthly.) 
 
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently: 
Bill Cowley, RIP 
  Beloved husband of Jeri Cowley 
Lois Glab, RIP 
  Beloved mother of Dawn Hadley 
Gertie McMaster, RIP 
  Beloved mother of Ann Mulligan 
May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus. 
 
Prayer Opportunities 
Daily Readings: bible.usccb.org 
Parish Book of Intentions: www.padreserra.org/intentions 
Prayer Chain: Prayers anytime  
  Bette (805) 482·0067 bette_church@hotmail.com 
  Shirley (805) 482·2617 brownshehorn@gmail.com 
  or visit www.padreserra.org/prayerrequests 
Stations of the Cross: www.padreserra.org/stations 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help: www.padreserra.org/news/olph 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel: www.padreserra.org/prayer

Prayer Life

Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
John 10:1118 ~ Jesus is our good shepherd. 
In the gospel passage, Jesus describes three traits of an ideal 
shepherd. These traits also characterize Jesus’ relationship with his 
followers. Jesus calls his sheep by name, and they follow wherever 
he leads. What qualities of God does the image of the Good 
Shepherd suggest? How do you experience God in this way?

Faith Sharing Question 

Various Paths to Becoming Catholic 
Becoming Catholic is not a onesizefitsall process. The religious 
background and experience of each seeker are considered when 
discerning what path will best meet individual needs. If you would 
like to discuss what will work for you, please contact Catherine 
Shadduck. You will receive a warm and friendly welcome!  
(805) 482·6417 x331 or catherine@padreserra.org

Becoming Catholic

https://www.padreserra.org/news/bible-study
https://bible.usccb.org/Bible/readings/042521.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/podcasts/audio
https://www.padreserra.org/prayer-requests.html
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Fourth Sunday of Easter
While Jesus was alive people didn’t realize

that he would be the one to save them!
Peter told them that Jesus was like 

a stone rejected by builders.
But in the end, Jesus became the cornerstone!

Look at this stone wall.
Draw a line from each black hole

to the stone that will fit in that space.
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WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 
of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

Your
ad

could
be in this

space!

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.




