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Birth of John the Baptist 
 

This past week we celebrated the feast of the Nativity of John the Baptist on June 24th. It’s an unusual celebration. 
We usually commemorate saints on the day when they died, honoring their rebirth into the heavenly Kingdom. This feast 
of John’s birth obviously doesn’t follow that pattern.  

It is biblical, though, recounted in Luke 1:525, where the priest, Zechariah, received a visit from the angel 
Gabriel, announcing that he and his wife Elizabeth, in their old age, would have a son they were to name John. The birth 
narrative continues in vv. 5766, along with a lot of amazement. 

Revealing a very literal, calendar consciousness, John’s birth is celebrated three months after the Feast of the 
Visitation, on March 25th, when Gabriel appeared again, this time to Mary. Besides telling her of the birth of Jesus, Gabriel 
also announced that her kinswoman, Elizabeth, was at that very moment six months pregnant (Luke 1:36). As I said, in a 
very literal fashion, if Elizabeth was 6 months pregnant on March 25th, John was born in a timely way, three months later 
on June 24th. Do the math. 

But that’s not all there is to it. 
John’s birthday, on June 24th, is also just days away from the Summer Solstice on the twentyfirst, after which the 

days will begin to grow shorter till the Winter Solstice, on December 21st. You’ll notice that’s just days before Christmas, 
when the days begin to lengthen again. The whole scheme is a celebration of John’s words, while speaking of Jesus, “He 
must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30).  

The very days of the year embody this reality, growing shorter after John’s birth, and lengthening after Jesus’, 
inviting us into a reflection of where we are with him.  

Are we willing to decrease our will, our waywardness, our sense of importance, any selfcenteredness, so that 
Jesus can increase within us? What it would be like if there was a buildup of Jesus presence in your life. What would 
happen to your prayer life? What would happen to the way you conduct yourself at work or at home? What would be the 
difference in the way you parented your children and shared your life with your friends? If Jesus had a richer part in your 
affairs, would it change either your morning or evening routines? Would it affect the way you drove, or spoke to the clerk 
at the register of the grocery store, or the way you reacted to the agent who picked up the phone after you were on hold for 
twenty minutes? 

John’s model sets us up for an aspirational goal. We will struggle towards Jesus, and never quite make it to the 
place of our satisfaction, but we just might make a lot of progress anyway, even as we stumble repeatedly. 

The wonderful thing about Jesus is that he is not inclined to take offense at our mistakes, when they are well 
intentioned. We see that in our Gospel today. Jesus takes no offense at the hemorrhaging woman, even though she 
presumes upon his capacity to heal. Instead, he calls her “daughter,” and tells her to go in peace, after he heals her. Then 
again, when the family of Jairus, who are distraught at the death of his daughter, ridicule Jesus, he puts them out, but 
resuscitates Jairus’ daughter anyway. Jesus doesn’t let the woman’s presumption, or the family’s rude treatment, in the 
midst of their grief, get in the way of the good he intends to do for them. 
So it will be with us, especially if we do what that woman and Jairus did: they acted as 
though Jesus was their hope, and it proved to be true. They gave him more room in their 
life, and he made the most of it. 

I invite you to consider making John the Baptist’s words your own: “Jesus must 
increase, and I must decrease.” You will have no reason to regret it if you do, and much to 
profit. 
 
Siempre adelante, 

 
 
 
 

Fr. Patrick 
Pastor 
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12 months to Grade 8. 
 
Register Your Children Ages 3  18 for Faith Formation 
Online Registration for the 21/22 program year is now open. We are 
planning to return to inperson sessions. Please visit 
www.padreserra.org/registration 
 
Little Church ~ Age 3 Through Kindergarten 
We are planning to return to inperson sessions in the fall. Little 
Church is offered on Sundays during the 9:00 am and 11:00 am Mass 
times. Children will have so much fun learning about the Gospel 
through songs and play as they make friends. Register your children 
as soon as they turn 3. Ms. Soraya is putting together videos for 
Little Church families during the summer. To receive videos, please 
contact soraya@padreserra.org  
 
Spark! ~ Grades 1  5 
Coming in July: “Fun in the Sun with the Son” summer fun days. 
How are you living your faith this summer? Share your pictures 
photo@padreserra.org 
 
We are looking for Catechists to join The Faith Formation 
Ministry. If you are fully vaccinated and love sharing your faith with 
children, we need YOU! Please contact tere@padreserra.org for 
more information. 
 
Three:Sixteen ~ Grades 6  8 
Coming in July: “Fun in the Sun with the Son’ summer fun days. 
How are you living your faith this summer? Share your pictures 
photo@padreserra.org. Registration is now open 
www.padreserra.org/registration 
 
Proclamation of the Gospel 
Watch a children’s video at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KeILmEyJviQ

 Everyone 14 to 18 is welcome! youth@padreserra.org  
 
Confirmation Y2 ~ June 27 
Confirmation sessions are now inperson gatherings. We will gather 
once again on June 27 at 2:00 pm in the backyard (behind Serra 
Center). For more information, please contact youth@padreserra.org 
 
4:12 
Join Brett and Peer Leaders for fun and fellowship on most 
Wednesday nights. Teens make connections, share insights and 
concerns, and grow in faith. Ask brett@padreserra.org or follow us 
on Instagram to keep updated.

High School

Children

Everyone 14 to 39ish is welcome! 
 
Peer Leaders 
Every Tuesday, 6:30 pm. The session begins at 7:00 pm. Peer leaders 

Youth Leadership

Everyone 18 to 39ish is welcome! www.padreserra.org/young-adults 
 
Bible Study and More 
We gather the first and third Thursday of the month from 7:00 to 
9:00 pm. On the first Thursday, we do a Bible study, and on the third 
Thursday, we play a game. See our Instagram @pspyoungadult or 
Facebook @PadreSerraYA for other events! For more information, 
please contact brett@padreserra.org

Young Adults

Illuman for Men ~ June 30 
Illuman is a ministry for men, by men, to honor the uniqueness of 
male spirituality. Bimonthly group gatherings are designed to help 
guys become better, more authentic men. 7:00 pm. Contact  
Dave dave.mccormick.mba@gmail.com   
 
Bereavement Support ~ July 1, 15 
We offer support to those who have lost a loved one. 10:00 am, San 
Fernando room. Contact Betty BrightMartinez (805) 407·3000, 
bbright41@verizon.net   
 
Knitting Ministry ~ July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
A fellowship and service ministry where all skill levels of knitting 
and crocheting are welcome. Thursdays 9:30  11:30 am courtyard.  
Contact: Donna healthysneaker7@gmail.com   
 
Yoga with Sheila ~ July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Using the Hatha Yin style of yoga, we focus on breathing techniques, 
pressure points neck, shoulders, lower back, and hips, primarily 
using mat work and balance. All ages and gender are welcome. Bring 
one thick mat or 2 regular mats. Thursdays, 2:00  3:00 pm, Serra 
Center. $10/class. A portion of the donation comes back to the parish. 
Contact: Sheila sheilam274@yahoo.com 
 
Writers Group ~ July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
We gather. We pray. We write. If you enjoy writing, you are welcome 
any Friday to share your work and listen to others’ inspiring writing. 
Fridays 10:00 am  12:00 pm, San Fernando room. Contact:  
Linda Lowe calmest1@verizon.net 
 
Living Liturgy Bible Study Through Summer 
Dr. Paul Ford will continue his weekly study and reflection on the 
upcoming Sunday scriptures through summer until our inperson 
session begins in September. Living Liturgy helps us to better 
understand the good news message of Jesus Christ and how He is 
present in our lives. Videos and documents are available at 
www.padreserra.org/news/biblestudy

Adults

help engage our Confirmation candidates by acting as mentors and 
facilitators during our weekly Confirmation sessions, our annual 
retreats, and at 4:12 youth nights. Ask brett@padreserra.org to add 
you to our GroupMe to keep you updated. If you are confirmed and 
are interested in joining our team contact youth@padreserra.org

https://www.instagram.com/pspyouth/
https://www.facebook.com/PadreSerraYA
https://www.instagram.com/pspyoungadult/
https://www.padreserra.org/news/bible-study
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Pray for Our Sick 
Autumn Amantia, John Barra, Marie Berkovich, Shirley Brown, 
Michele Burger, Katie Ceurvorst, Bruce Colell, Thomas Collins, 
Rodolfo Cruz, Wyatt Davis, Roy Farmer, Robert Foster, Sharon 
Garcia, Arlene Leonard, Mary Little, Henry Moraga, Rufina Moraga, 
Fran Moss, Dennis Perrin, Margie Perry, Sue Powers, Chuck Purcell, 
Chris Reed, Maureen Rider, Marty Saine, Mary Welasek, Kylie 
Wilson and Shirley Witlin. (Names are refreshed monthly.) 
 
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently. 
May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus. 
 
Prayer Opportunities 
Daily Readings: bible.usccb.org 
Parish Book of Intentions: www.padreserra.org/intentions 
Prayer Chain: Prayers anytime  
  Bette (805) 482·0067 bette_church@hotmail.com 
  Shirley (805) 482·2617 brownshehorn@gmail.com 
  or visit www.padreserra.org/prayerrequests 
Stations of the Cross: www.padreserra.org/stations 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help: www.padreserra.org/news/olph 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel: www.padreserra.org/prayer

Prayer Life

Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
Summer Reflection 
Summer is an opportunity to enjoy the wonder of God’s creation. 
Longer, warmer days take us outdoors for dining, playing, and 
socializing. Schedules open up, allowing for travel and adventure. 
Summer is also a good season to reflect on our relationship with 
God. How might you find God in the natural beauty of a garden or in 
the sound of waves at the beach? Will you take God with you on 
summer travels, remembering the virtues of patience and gratitude 
along the way? Will you rediscover how to talk to God, taking 
comfort in his company?

Faith Sharing Question 

Volunteer Opportunity 
Help is needed in our Stations of the Cross to maintain roses and 
with general pruning, watering, and the Advent wreath. Families and 
teens welcome! Contact: Winifred (805) 603·0412. Thank you!

Other Notes

Peter’s Pence ~ June 27 
Today is the Peter’s Pence Collection, a worldwide collection that 
supports the work of the Universal Church, including the work of the 
Holy See and the charitable works of Pope Francis. Take this 
opportunity to join Pope Francis and be a sign of mercy to our 
suffering brothers and sisters. Please be generous today. For more 
information visit www.obolodisanpietro.va/en 
 
Together in Mission ~ Padre Serra Update! 
Goal: $139,726 
Year to Date: $36,720 donated by 111 households 
Gab: $109,426 to reach our goal 
Your donation supports our neighboring parish communities and 
schools in conveying the Good News of Jesus Christ and will be 
applied toward ministry and education programs, emergency needs, 
service to the poor, operational support, and thousands of Catholics 
in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. Contact: Pam Kingsley 
(805) 482·6417 x330, pam@padreserra.org, or visit 
togetherinmission.org/give (select Blessed Junipero Serra Parish 
Camarillo 332).

Giving

Foster OneonOne Relationships Safely 
Oneonone time with trusted adults is healthy for children and helps 
them to build selfesteem and longterm relationships. You can 
protect your child while still ensuring they have time and opportunity 
to build these relationships. You can drop in unexpectedly when your 
child is with another adult, even if that person is a trusted family 
member. Insist on observable outings, in public places. Talk with 
your child after an outing, noting his mood or her ability to 
confidently tell you what happened. For more information, visit 
www.d2l.org/education/5steps/step2

Safeguard the Children

Catholic Inquiry’s Summer Schedule 
Have you been considering becoming Catholic, or do you just want 
to inquire about the Catholic Faith before you decide to join our 
community? Summer is a good time to begin! During the summer, 
Inquiry continues to meet but only twice a month, on the second and 
fourth Tuesdays of each month. We are currently meeting on Zoom, 
7:00  8:30 pm. Our summer gathering dates will be July 13 and 27, 
Aug. 10 and 24, Sept. 14 and 28. In October, we will resume our 
weekly meetings. During the summer, we watch a series of DVDs on 
various Catholic themes followed by a discussion in a relaxed 
atmosphere. Come join us! For information on the process of 
becoming Catholic or of receiving Confirmation and First 
Communion if you are already a baptized Catholic adult, please 
contact Catherine Shadduck at (805) 482·6417 x331 or 
catherine@padreserra.org

Becoming Catholic

Separated, Divorced & Widowed Ministry Event ~ July 17 
This past year has brought significant pain and loss, including death, 
separation, or divorce. Let's take the next step in our emotional and 
spiritual journeys by recognizing our very real losses and lessons 
learned, identifying the hidden gifts that they contain, and imagining 
where God is taking us. Join in for Taking the Next Step: Through 
COVID-19 & Relationship Losses to Our New Lives with Christine 
Gerety, Ph.D. 1:00  2:30 pm via Zoom. Sponsored by the Office of 
Marriage Family Life. Register at www.padreserra.org/news/divorce

In the Community

https://www.givecentral.org/togetherinmission21
https://www.d2l.org/education/5-steps/step-2/
https://bible.usccb.org/podcasts/audio
https://www.padreserra.org/prayer-requests.html
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VENTURA EYE INSTITUTE
MICHAEL T. RAGEN, M.D.

• Laser • Glaucoma
• Cataracts • Eyelid Surgery

3801 Las Posas Rd., Ste. # 112, Camarillo, CA 93010
(805) 388-1211

Independent Capital Management, Inc
Rich Frank, CFP ®
Investment Advisor Representative*
770 Paseo Camarillo, #130, Camarillo, CA 93010
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a registered investment advisor. Parishioner

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

BBB
Member

EXCELLENZ
PAINTING

Interior, Exterior, All Phases
Acoustic & Wallpaper Removal

Special Quote
For Renters, Realtors

& Parishioners
Pedro Alatorre
805-223-9384

Franklin & Vizzo
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805-641-1997
www.franklinandvizzo.com

Engaging Hearts, Changing Lives,
Erasing Boundaries
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• Originated by the Sisters of Mercy
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Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
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Down Payment Assistance • Reverse Mortgages
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Kelley          Steve
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Kelley          Steve
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delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
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• Price Guarantee
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Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

Douglas E. Hill
Certified Public Accountant
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receive is the referral of family and
friends. Thank you for your trust!”
1800 Ventura Blvd.

Camarillo, CA 93010
(805) 484-0496

REALTOR

Derrick Timmons
“Personal Service,

Professional Results”

805.807.3987
realtortimmons@gmail.com
www.derricktimmons.com

DRE# 01886244

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 
of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?



Brought to you by CatholicMom.com and Holy Cross Family Ministries. 
THE FAMILY THAT PRAYS TOGETHER STAYS TOGETHER. 
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