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Quiet Heroes 
 

The question of racism will always be a hot button moral topic in these, our beloved United States. Our history is 
difficult, but I live in hope that we can have a better future than either our past or present. There has been a lot of anger 
expressed recently about racial injustice. My own sense is that while anger can motivate change, it can also entrench people 
in the worst thinking and actions. With that in mind, I worked with our fellow parishioner, Cynthia Jones-Campbell, to set 
up an evening, entitled “Our Truths,” where three parishioners, all mothers, all people of color, all well-educated and ably 
expressive, spoke from their own experiences raising their children in our shared world, here in Camarillo. It had been my 
hope that in their sharing, other parishioners could have a window into the concerns of our fellow parishioners of color 
where there has been a lot of pain. Our speakers included Cynthia, who is black, Dr. Martita Martinez-Bravo, a Latina, and 
Nirmala Bheemisetty, who was born in India. Due to the requirements of the time, they delivered their presentation on 
Zoom. A healthy number of parishioners and guests from neighboring parishes participated on-line. It was a powerful 
evening, in which they shared their dreams for their children, the events that frightened them and hurtful things that 
occurred. They shared moving stories, grit and determination. I found it very moving, myself. 

As that evening was taking shape, during July of 2020, Cynthia and Martita helped form the parish’s racial justice 
ministry. It began encouraging a number of parallel efforts to help people engage in the subject of racism in a constructive 
manner in a broad number of settings. 

In the same year, 2020, the parish PAX Christi group used the Ignatian Examen, in which the participants take a 
magnifying glass to daily life, seeking to have an encounter with God, as a lens for discussing racism and reconciliation 
from August to November of 2020. 

Parishioners also participated in the Just Faith modules that focus on racial justice. There were two groups, one of 
which did all three eight-week modules on this challenging topic. 

In the last two years, during the Lenten season, parishioners have been invited to participate in “Stations of the 
Cross: Overcoming Racism” at Padre Serra. In Lent of 2021 the stations needed to be virtual, but in 2022 they were in 
person. 

From August to December of 2020, our wonderful Seeds of Faith women’s ministry, in which Cynthia was part of 
the leadership team, jumped into a deep-dive of the American bishops’ pastoral letter against racism, Open Wide Our 
Hearts: The Enduring Call to Love (United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2018). 

If all this wasn’t enough, Cynthia has also been on the leadership team of the Parish’s Divorce Support Group, and 
was a Women’s Retreat Team member in both 2019 and 2020. She has also served as a Eucharistic Minister at St. John’s 
Regional Hospital, and as an advanced directive notary. In the fall of 2020, she was also a founding member of the Ventura 
County Chapter of Catholic Relief Services. 

On the last Monday of September, I drove down to the cathedral in Los Angeles for a gathering of all the priests of 
our archdiocese. Cynthia Jones-Campbell, who had been serving on an archdiocesan committee examining racism, came 
with me. The archdiocesan committee had heard of all the initiatives that Cynthia had 
spearheaded here at Padre Serra Parish, and wanted to use our efforts as an example to 
other parishes. We were invited to give a brief summary of what had happened here at 
Padre Serra before the assembled priests of the archdiocese, asking us to serve as a model 
for other parishes. It was an amazing moment! 

Cynthia has done all of this work, quietly inviting others into a deeper journey of 
faith. She is truly one of the parish’s quiet heroes! 
 
Siempre adelante! 

 
 
 
 

Fr. Patrick 
Pastor



License Plates Frames! 
Padre Serra Parish license plate frames, original and 25th 
anniversary, are available in the parish office. Come see Sr. Lana and 
pick up your frame!

Other Notes

     • Altar Server Installation ~ October 30 
        Let’s welcome the newest members of our altar server ministry. 
     • Concern America ~ November 13 
        Buy gifts with a purpose! 
     • Dialogues Miniatures ~ November 19 
        Our fall concert is coming.

Save the Date
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12 months to Grade 8. 
 
Little Church ~ October 9, 16, 23 
Age 3 through Kindergarten. Sunday preschool 
during the 9:00 am and 11:00 am Mass. Children 
learn so much! From the Sign of the Cross to the 
Bible stories, songs, and more. Super fun to make 
friends and be at Church on Sundays! Children must be registered to 
attend; visit www.padreserra.org/registration. For more information, 
contact soraya@padreserra.org 
 
Spark! ~ October 10 and 12 
Grades 1 - 5. This week the children will learn that “Prayer opens us 
up to God.” For more information, contact please 
jennifer@padreserra.org or christine@padreserra.org 
 
Three-Sixteen ~ October 12 
Middle School Ministry, kids entering grades 6, 7, and 8 are invited 
to join us. This week kids will learn about the “Power of prayer.” For 
more information, contact youthministry@padreserra.org

 Everyone 14 to 18 is welcome! youth@padreserra.org  
 
Confirmation Y1 ~ October 9 
Mass at 11:00 am. Meet us for lunch at the San Juan Capistrano 
room (next to the bell tower); sessions conclude in Serra Center at 
2:00 pm. Today’s session, The Gift of Understanding. 
youth@padreserra.org 
 
4:12 ~ October 12 
High school teens, join Brett, and the peer leaders, for fun and 
fellowship. Wednesdays 7:30 in San Juan Capistrano room. 
youth@padreserra.org 
 
Confirmation Y2 
The weekly ministry has begun, be sure to sign in every time. If you 
have not gotten started yet, please contact youth@padreserra.org

High School

Children

Trunk or Treat! ~ October 28 
Best trunks’ prizes, carnival games, food & DJ! All children MUST 
have wristbands — wristband per child $7.00 plus five cans of food 
per family for our food pantry. Kids, your grown-ups get in free! 
Wristbands are available at the parish office on weekday evenings 
and Sundays. Volunteers and lots of candy are always needed!  
Contact Jennifer Gutierrez (805) 482·6417 x346 
jennifer@padreserra.org or sign-up for trunk/volunteer at 
www.padreserra.org/trunk-or-treat

Families
Living Liturgy Bible Study ~ October 11, 18, 25 
Dr. Paul Ford’s weekly study of the upcoming Sunday scriptures 
helps us better understand the good news message of Jesus Christ 
and how He is present in our lives. 8:30 - 9:30 am, Serra Center. 
Contact: Dr. Paul Ford paulfford@stjohnsem.edu  
Conversational Spanish ~ October 11, 18, 25 
All levels and ages are welcome. Learn and practice conversational 
Spanish to communicate practically with friends, neighbors, and 
people in our community, and learn prayers, songs, and traditions in 
the Mexican Catholic culture. Tuesdays, 9:45 - 10:45 am, San 
Fernando room. Patricia patty.g.q14@gmail.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/spanish   
Knitting ~ October 13, 20, 27 
A fellowship and service ministry where all skill levels of knitting 
and crocheting are welcome. Thursdays, 10:00 am - 12:00 pm, 
Carmel room. Donna healthysneaker7@gmail.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/knit  
Writers Group ~ October 14, 21, 28 
We gather. We pray. We write. If you enjoy writing, you are welcome 
to share your work any Friday and listen to others’ inspiring writing. 
Fridays 10:00 am - 12:00 pm, San Fernando room. Linda Lowe 
calmest1@verizon.net. Visit www.padreserra.org/writers  
Seeds of Faith ~ October 17 
SEEDS (Sisters ~ Embracing ~ Enlightening ~ Daughters of Faith) is 
a monthly evening of spirituality for women who want to grow 
deeper in faith and affirm our mission and worth as God’s daughters 
and Jesus’ disciples. 7:00 - 8:30 pm, San Miguel room. And register 
next weekend after Mass for our upcoming fall retreat on November 
19. Contact: Gwen gwendolynjoy1@hotmail.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/seeds   
Camarillo Catholic Seniors ~ October 19 
Insurance...a tedious yet important aspect of life. Kathleen MacAller, 
president of Teller & MacAller Insurance Services, will share about 
Medicare changes in the new year, supplemental insurance, and 
more. The new spiritual care director at AlmaVia, Pastor Jerry 
Cooper, will also be with us. All are invited for refreshments 
provided by AlmaVia at 9:45 am, followed by the presentation at 
10:00, Serra Center. Questions: Jan Pirkl janpirkl@yahoo.com

Adults

https://www.padreserra.org/altar-servers.html
https://www.padreserra.org/concern-america.html
https://www.padreserra.org/fall-concert.html
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Weekend Schedule 
All liturgies are celebrated inside our beautiful parish church: 
    •  Saturday, 5:00 pm 
    •  Sunday, 7:30 am 
    •  Sunday, 9:00 am 
    •  Sunday, 11:00 am Livestreamed. Visit www.padreserra.org/mass  
Reconciliation 
    •  Saturday, 3:30 - 4:30 pm  
       or by appointment: barbara@padreserra.org,  
         (805) 482·6417 x324   
Weekday Mass 
    •  Monday to Friday, 8:00 am  
Pray for Our Sick 
Olga Arellano, Kevin Benn, Greg Cannon, Mary Castillo, Theresa 
Clemons, Ben Fisco, Jeanne Gaffney, Ramona Garcia, Tim Graf, 
Jessica Haff, Ethan Jordan, Edna Jost, Andres Julian, Hank Koval, 
Richard LeMar, Maria Luisa, Martin Marin, Dave McDonnell, Jesus 
Mendoza, Maggie Murtha, Hector Navarrete, Sophia Pantoja, 
LouAnn Paolella, Robert Reagan, Juan Andres Sanchez, Nicolas 
Sanchez, Lety Schafer, Dorothy Simmons, Danny Slider, Greg 
Smith, Jackson Soyster, Sue Wientjes and Melissa Yeager. (Names 
are refreshed monthly.)  
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently: 
Leonard Lacbain, RIP 
Gene Newton, RIP 
Rolando Q. Yambao, RIP 
May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus.  
Prayer Opportunities 
    •  Daily Readings: bible.usccb.org 
    •  Parish Book of Intentions: www.padreserra.org/intentions 
    •  Prayer Chain: Prayers anytime  
         Bette (805) 482·0067 bette_church@hotmail.com 
        Shirley (805) 482·2617 brownshehorn@gmail.com 
        or visit www.padreserra.org/prayer-requests 
    •  Stations of the Cross: www.padreserra.org/stations 
    •  Our Lady of Perpetual Help: www.padreserra.org/news/olph 
    •  Blessed Sacrament Chapel: www.padreserra.org/prayer

Prayer Life
Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
Luke 17:11-19 ~ Be grateful 
Today’s gospel tells the story of healing. The ingratitude of the other 
lepers is a surprising account, but the fact that the one grateful 
returnee was a Samaritan was possibly more shocking at the time. 
The Samaritan is not only healed but is also saved through 
wholeness and a proper relationship with God. This past week, when 
have you stopped to thank someone for something good they have 
done for you? When have you thanked God for this week?

Faith Sharing Question 

Giving

Late Nite Catechism ~ October 22 
Mater Dolorosa Retreat Center invites all adults for Late Nite 
Catechism, a hilarious one-woman show with “Sister,” whose adult 
catechism class will explain the Church’s take on all the familiar 
Halloween tales. The event begins with 4:00 pm Mass, followed by 
social, dinner, auctions, and a show. Info/register by October 12: 
materdolorosa.org/harvest-on-the-hill 
 
Feast of Faiths ~ October 23 
An interfaith gathering to promote dialogue and friendship between 
people of different religions. Enjoy dinner and learn from members 
of these religions – Trinitarian Christians, Muslims, Jews, Unitarian 
Universalists, Bahá’ís, and more. 4:00 pm, St. Columba Episcopal. 
Discount tickets through October 10. Sponsored by the Ventura 
County Interfaith Community. Info/Tickets: 
www.eventbrite.com/e/feast-of-faiths-tickets-411492243377

In the Community

All Creation Belongs to God 
... including everything we are and everything we 
own. Strive to be loving and giving, just as God is.

St. Mary Magdalen School 
We are blessed to have an outstanding Catholic TK-8 school. St. 
Mary Magdalen School offers various events throughout the year: 
     • The Monsignor Hughes Classic ~ October 17 
        See page 2. 
     • Father Daughter Dance ~ November 4 
        Ahoy thar, Mateys, dinner’s theme is Pirates! 
        Dinner, dancing, and dessert. Games, 
        commemorative photographs, and a raffle. 
        $60 for the two, $10 for each additional girl. 
        We’ll be providin’ the grub and plenty of sea shanties! Use the 
        QR code to RSVP by October 21. 
      • Open House ~ November 6 
        Principal Mike Ronan invites all for campus 
        tours and a presentation on various programs. 
        Whether interested in giving the gift of Catholic 
        education or just knowing about our school, all 
        are welcome to come to see this dynamic gem. 1:00 - 3:00 
        pm. 2534 Ventura Blvd., Camarillo, CA 93010. Scan to apply!

Our warmest welcome to our newest registered parishioners! May 
you find faith, fellowship, love, and peace. 
       • Gabriel Cervantes   
       • Claudia Parano 
       • Peggy Kaufman   
       • Gilbert Borboa     
       • Jocelyn Borboa 
       • Timothy Mullane   
If you are not yet registered or have moved, dropped your landline, 
added a cellphone or email, or have adult children who have moved 
out, please keep us updated. If you live alone, provide us with an 
emergency contact. Contact Mary (805) 482·6417 x321 or 
mary@padreserrra.org

Welcome!

       • Katherine Miranda   
       • Elias Vasquez III 
       • Luke Galvin 
       • Elias Vasquez IV 
       • Patricia Allaire 
       • Marianne Chow

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/100922.cfm
https://www.padreserra.org/smms.html
https://materdolorosa.org/harvest-on-the-hill/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/feast-of-faiths-tickets-411492243377
https://www.padreserra.org/mass.html
https://bible.usccb.org/podcasts/audio
https://www.padreserra.org/prayer-requests.html
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VENTURA EYE INSTITUTE
MICHAEL T. RAGEN, M.D.

 • Laser • Glaucoma
 • Cataracts • Eyelid Surgery
3801 Las Posas Rd.,  Ste. # 112, Camarillo, CA 93010

(805) 388-1211

PENNY TEAGUE
805-384-2652

“THE REAL ESTATE TEAM”
California Realty

DON VANASSE
CUSTOM 

BUILDERS, INC.
• Custom Homes
• Room Additions
• Patio Covers
• Remodeling

(805) 383-9191
General Contractor
License #657528
Bonded • Insured

Parishioner

Financial Planning, Investments, IRAs
400 Camarillo Ranch Road - Suite 202

805-384-1186 • www.yoursummitwealth.com
Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC.  CA Insurance Lic. #0708854, #4109835

Christina Zins, CFP® Jerry Zins, CFP®Parishioners

Franklin & Vizzo
Plumbing

Plumbing and Heating
Service - Repairs

24 Hour 
Emergency Service

Senior Discounts
Lic. No 389926 Ventura

805-641-1997
www.franklinandvizzo.com

Independent Capital Management, Inc
Rich Frank, CFP ®
Investment Advisor Representative*
770 Paseo Camarillo, #130, Camarillo, CA 93010
CA Insurance Lic.: 0E54719
805-484-1011 Ext 116

rfrank@sagepointadvisor.com

INVESTMENTS / RETIREMENT PLANNING 
PERSONAL FINANCIAL PLANNING
*Securities and investment services offered through  
SagePoint Financial Inc., member FINRA/SIPC and 
a registered investment advisor. Parishioner

1st Time Home Buyers • Loans to 3 Million
Down Payment Assistance • Reverse Mortgages
Home Equity Conversion Mortgage for Seniors

Steve Carrigan, CMPS
Certified Mortgage Planning Specialist

Email: Steve@CFGteam.com

www.SteveCarrigan.com

 Kelley          Steve

805.389.0282

771 Daily Drive � Suite 350 � Camarillo, California 93010

Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California

Residential Mortgage Lending Act. License # 413-1108, NMLS #267891 & #267895

    Kelley          Steve

NEW ROOFS • RE-ROOFS • ROOF REPAIRS
SHINGLES • TILES • GUTTERS 
METAL ROOFING • DOWNSPOUTS

QUALITY ROOFING AT
A PRICE YOU CAN
AFFORD 

Liability Insured • Bonded
Workers’ Comp St Lic #599538

Mendezroofingcoinc@gmail.com

(805) 642-6111

C UOUO C
AFFORDD

LiabLi bilitilit Iy Insuredd • B dBonded
Workers’ Comomp Stp St LicLic #599538

Se Habla Español 

Alfonso
Mendez

A+

BBB
Member

EXCELLENZ
PAINTING

Interior, Exterior, All Phases
Acoustic & Wallpaper Removal

Special Quote
For Renters, Realtors

& Parishioners
Pedro Alatorre
805-223-9384

Kathleen MacAller
Telling & MacAller Insurance Services

Group • Individual • Medicare
kathleen@tellmacinsurance.com

(805) 371-6276
5301-C Mission Oaks Blvd., Camarillo, CA 93012

Parishioner in music ministry since 1999

CA DOI LIC# 0M25202

Engaging Hearts, Changing Lives, 
Erasing Boundaries
• Non Profit
• Serving Seniors for 130 Years
• Originated by the Sisters of Mercy
• Full-time Pastor on Staff

805.388.5277
2500 Ponderosa Drive North

Camarillo, CA 93010

ACOUSTIC HEARING AIDS
Roger A. Caldwell  (805) 482-1104
2412 Ponderosa Dr. North B-101

Includes T-COIL Near Pleasant Valley Hospital

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Call Michael Ramirez
800.231.0805

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.
Free professional ad design & my help!

email: ramirezm@jspaluch.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

(C
ST

 2
11

79
90

-7
0)

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch
1-800-231-0805

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.
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EDSALL LAW APC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

David E. Edsall
Katherine Edsall Wells

BUSINESS • PROBATE • TRUST
TELEPHONE (805) 484-9002 400 CAMARILLO RANCH RD. # 102
FACSIMILE: (805) 482-1472 CAMARILLO, CA 93012
Email:David@EdsallLaw.com www.EdsallLaw.com

Douglas E. Hill
Certified Public Accountant
“The highest compliment we can 

receive is the referral of family and 
friends. Thank you for your trust!”

1800 Ventura Blvd.
Camarillo, CA 93010

(805) 484-0496

THERESA L. McCONVILLE
Attorney-At-Law

ESTATE PLANNING • WILLS • TRUSTS • PROBATE
340 Rosewood Ave., Suite R

Camarillo, CA  93010 484-0514

REALTOR

Derrick Timmons
 “Personal Service,

 Professional Results”

805.807.3987

realtortimmons@gmail.com
www.derricktimmons.com

DRE# 01886244

Business Valuation & Appraisal Services
Ryan Forbes, ASA ~ Parishioner

Accredited Senior Appraiser in Business Valuation,  
Gift/Estate, 409A, M&A, Enterprise Valuation, Discount Studies

818.351.6105 | rforbes@calvalgroup.com
www.calvalgroup.com

Locally, Family Owned And Operated

Dine In • Take Out

Catering • Fundraising

 Camarillo Ventura Simi Valley Newbury Park
 805.445.7737 805.658.2898 805.624.7756 805.498.7737
 1701 Daily Dr. 5722 Telephone Rd. 1860 Erringer Rd. 1025 Broadbeck Rd.

www.prestopasta.com   Parishioners

 805-482-1850
FAX: (805) 987-3009 • 340 Rosewood, Ste. H, Camarillo, CA 93010

Russ@RussMerrick.com • http://www.RussMerrick.com

TREE TRIMMING
PALM CLEANUP • REMOVAL

STUMP GRINDING • TOPPING & PRUNING
BRUSH CHIPPING • EMERGENCY SERVICE

805-330-0596
treesnative@gmail.com

License # 1074440
Bonded & Insured

Personal Injury Attorney/Local Parishioner

2013 Ventura County Trial Lawyer of the Year

Free Consultation
(805) 535-4372 | Randy Wells, Attorney at Law 

www.rwellslaw.com
Se habla español en la oficina

Country Harvest 
Restaurant Camarillo

‘Proudly Serving Camarillo Our 
Local Down Home Cooking’

596 Mobil Ave. Suite A/B
805-482-7311

 @ Country Harvest Camarillo

Home Care for Independent Living
• Live In Home Care • Flexible Hourly Care

• 24 Hour Care • Dementia Care
• Assistance With Mobility • Companionship

• Personal Assistance • Errands
• Shopping • Meal Preparation

homehelpershomecare.com/thousandoaks  • 805.777.8111
RATED #1 IN SENIOR CARE & BEST OF THE BEST FOR 5 STRAIGHT YEARS BY ENTREPRENEUR MAGAZINE | BONDED & INSURED. CA LIC# 564700071

$100 OFF
First Month’s

Invoice
Must mention the Home Helpers ad. First time

clients only. Cannot be combined with any other offers.

20% OFF
First Week of

Services
Must mention the Home Helpers ad. First time

clients only. Cannot be combined with any other offers.

Dan Nathanson
Owner

• Personal Care

• Meal Prep

• Light Housekeeping

• Medication Reminders

Loving Care Right at Home,
Wherever Home May Be.

Call (805) 385-0051 or visit us
www.adoreyousc.com

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Your
ad

could
be in this

space!
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