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The Way 
 
Dear friends on the way, 
 
Ever since I saw the movie The Way with Martin Sheen in 2014, I have been intrigued, inspired by, and a little obsessed with 
El Camino de Santiago, or the Way of St. James. Often called simply the Camino, this centuries-old 500-plus-mile walking 
pilgrimage across Spain concludes in Santiago de Compostela, a city in western Spain and the home of a cathedral where the 
remains of St. James the apostle are said to have been buried. Pilgrimages like the Camino are not only about the destination, 
generally a religious, holy site, but more about the journey itself on which people embark to connect with God and self, for 
transformation and self-discovery, and to experience the graces that come with a spiritual pilgrimage.   
 
If you are unfamiliar with the movie, the drama tells the story of a grieving father who walks the Camino and finds healing, 
new meaning and purpose, and evaluates his relationships and priorities, all the while experiencing physical and mental 
challenges, difficult situations, detours, laughter, and friendship and enjoying good food and drink.  
 
So, Jesus’ words in today’s gospel from John, “I am the way and the truth and the life,” call to mind Sheen’s movie as well as 
the post resurrection apostolic Christian movement known as the Way.  
 
The early community of Jewish Christian followers of Jesus called themselves that because they lived in a new way. “The 
way and the truth and the life” was not only Jesus’ self-identification but also the one who connects us to God. Jesus’ life and 
teachings were all about thinking, acting, loving, and approaching all of life differently, namely to live in harmony with God 
and one another. 
 
In today’s first reading from Acts, we hear how seriously the early Christians took Jesus’ words. They were deeply concerned 
that “their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution” and responded by appointing deacons to care for widows 
and all the vulnerable. Clearly, they put into practice all that Jesus taught about caring for those in need and working together 
in community. 
 
Like any pilgrimage, our life’s Camino has a holy destination, that glorious dwelling place in God’s house prepared specially 
by Jesus for each of us. Today’s readings are a reminder that there is a specific path to our dwelling place. Jesus is “the way 
and the truth and the life.” Jesus is the path, the way, the Camino. We need only to look to Jesus’ example of how to live in 
harmony with God and with one another. Yes, on this Camino, we will stumble, fall, and fail, but if we consistently seek 
Jesus, make him our shepherd, I am confident we will experience mini conversions and transformations that cause us to think, 
act, and love in Jesus’ way.  
 
Hopefully, laughter, friendship, and good food and drink will grace us along the way. I’m hoping my room is a large dining 
room with a long table, comfy chairs, twinkle lights, candles, flowers, delicious 
meals (that always include potatoes and cheese), wine, music, and all the amazing 
people I have met on the way.  
 
Siempre Adelante, 

 
 
 
 

Teresa Runyon 
Pastoral Associate  
 
P.S. Fr. Patrick has walked the Camino twice and shares his experience on his 
website www.pilgrimheart.org. 

https://pilgrimheart.org
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Age 3 to Grade 8 
 
Little Church ~ May 7 and 28 
Age 3 through Kindergarten. No sessions this week; 
we resume on April 16. Sunday preschool during the 
9:00 am and 11:00 am Mass. Children learn so 
much! From the Sign of the Cross to the Bible 
stories, songs, and more. Super fun to make friends 
and be at Church on Sundays! Children must be registered to attend; 
visit www.padreserra.org/registration. For more information, contact 
soraya@padreserra.org 
 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
Grades 1 - 5. Children’s Liturgy of the Word is taking a break for the 
summer. We will return in the fall. We are looking for volunteers to 
join this beautiful ministry. Please get in touch with 
tere@padreserra.org for more information. 
 
Spark! ~ May 8 and 10 
Grades 1 - 5. This week children will learn about the presence of 
God. For more information, please get in touch with 
jennifer@padreserra.org or christine@padreserra.org 
 
Three-Sixteen ~ May 10 
Middle school ministry ~ Grades 6, 7, and 8. We will gather in 
Carmel rooms at 6:45 pm. Don’t forget your Bible. For more 
information, contact tere@padreserra.org

Everyone from 14 to 18 is welcome! 
 
4:12 ~ May 3, 10, 17, 24 
High school teens, join Brett, and the peer leaders, for fun and 
fellowship. Wednesdays 7:30 in San Juan Capistrano room. 
youth@padreserra.org 
 
Confirmation Y1 
The weekly ministry has begun; make sure to sign in every week. If 
you have not yet signed up, please get in touch with us at 
youth@padreserra.org or tere@padreserra.org  
 
Confirmation Y2 ~ June 4 
Teens will gather for a Mystagogia discussion and lunch in this final 
session. We will review everything you need to know for the 
Confirmation sacrament liturgy, and Confirmation Certificates will 
be handed out at this session. Don’t miss it! We will gather at 11:00 
am Mass in SJC and sessions in the Serra Center. For more 
information, contact youth@padreserra.org

High School

Scouts Pancake Breakfast ~ June 11

Families

Children

Gospel Hangout ~ May 9, 10 
Come hang out virtually as we read Sunday’s gospel and reflect on 
how Jesus is intersecting with our lives at this moment. 
Tuesdays,11:30 am - 12:30 pm,  Wednesdays, 7:00 - 8:00 pm. For 
Zoom link: teresa@padreserra.org. Visit  
www.padreserra.org/faith-sharing 
 
Centering Prayer ~ May 10, 17, 24, 31 
Silence is God’s language. Centering Prayer is a contemplative, 
silent prayer that opens us up to experience God’s presence within 
us, both a relationship with God and a discipline to foster that 
relationship. Come and rest with God! Wednesdays at 6:45 pm, San 
Juan Bautista room. Vivian Patrick, (805) 377·0704, 
vpatv@outlook.com. Visit www.padreserra.org/prayer   
 
Cancer Support Group ~ May 11 
We provide hope, empowerment, love, and prayer in a comforting 
atmosphere of encouragement. Ann Mulligan, BSN, RN, will present 
on reflexology. Second Thursday, 6:30 - 8:00 pm, San Fernando 
room. Contact teresa@padeserra.org 
 
Writers Group ~ May 12, 19, 26 
We gather. We pray. We write. If you enjoy writing, you are welcome 
to share your work any Friday and listen to others’ inspiring writing. 
Fridays 10:00 am - 12:00 pm, San Fernando room. Linda Lowe 
calmest1@verizon.net. Visit www.padreserra.org/writers 
 
Seeds of Faith ~ May 17 
We continue with Unleashed: A Catholic Women’s Walk with 
Scripture by Sonja Corbitt, in which she weaves the Word of God 
with her life experiences to illustrate how the Holy Spirit flows 
through our relationships, suffering, and prayer. SEEDS (Sisters ~ 
Embracing ~ Enlightening ~ Daughters of Faith) is a monthly 
evening of spirituality for women who want to grow deeper in faith 
and affirm our mission and worth as God’s daughters and Jesus’ 
disciples. 7:00 - 8:30 pm, San Miguel room. Gwen 
gwendolynjoy1@hotmail.com. Visit www.padreserra.org/seeds 
 
Camarillo Catholic Seniors ~ May 17 
Returning speaker and nutritionist Jay Ziebert will share about Blue 
Zones, regions in the world where people are reported to live longer 
and healthier than average. Refreshments will be provided by 
AlmaVia at 9:45 am, followed by the presentation at 10:00, Serra 
Center. Jan Pirkl janpirkl@yahoo.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/seniors 
 
Ladies’ Night Out ~ May 17 
Lemons on the Loose is a women’s social gathering to share 
fellowship and laughter while playing Bonkers. $5/person. Proceeds 
benefit pediatric cancer research and help through Alex’s Lemonade 
Stand. 6:30 - 8:30 pm, Serra Center. Kathy quannys5@yahoo.com or 
Michelle mcpaschens@gmail.com. Visit www.padreserra.org/women 

Adults

https://www.padreserra.org/scouts.html
https://www.padreserra.org/faith-sharing.html


Fifth Sunday of Easter Page 9

Pray for Our Sick 
Olga Arellano, Mary Butler, Carlos Calvo, Theresa Clemons, 
Catherine Enerio, Ben Fisco, Jeanne Gaffney, Dorothy Gilmore, Tim 
Graf, Patrick Hair, Jasna Haller, Arlene Harris, Leticia Heiter, Frank 
Legrove, Fr. Bill Lowe, Dave McDonnell, Carole Mingay, Mary 
Mullen, Daniel Orr, Angela Ortiz, Catherine Pierce, Derrick Rosal, 
Eric Sams, Dorothy Simmons, Jessica Slagel and Hugo Viveros. 
(Names are refreshed monthly.) 
 
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently. 
May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus. 

Prayer Life

Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
John 14:1-12 ~ The Way 
In today’s gospel, Jesus declares that he is “the way, the truth, the 
life” and gives the disciples direction for their work and life going 
forward. Jesus asks us to do as he does. So how do you try to follow 
Jesus’ way? How do you focus on doing God’s will for the good of 
all humanity in your daily life?

Faith Sharing Question

Giving

The Sacraments 
The seven sacraments are essential to the Catholic way of life. They 
are marvelous gifts from God and might be described as blessed, 
grace-filled moments along our earthly journey. Each sacrament is an 
encounter with the risen Jesus. Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist 
are called the Sacraments of Christian Initiation because they 
incorporate us into the saving, death, and resurrection of Jesus (the 
“Paschal Mystery”). Padre Serra is blessed to have 14 neophytes — 
newly initiated Catholics — who inspire the whole church to 
holiness and openness to God’s call. If you would like to investigate 
receiving the Sacraments of Initiation, please get in touch with us at 
(805) 482·6417 x321 or becomingcatholic@padreserra.org. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/becoming-catholic

Becoming Catholic

Journey of Healing ~ May 8 
How do we continue our journey of healing, moving on after 
divorce, and discerning God’s plan for the future? How do we deal 
with our emotions as we grow through separation and divorce? We 
will explore ways to equip ourselves with positive and healthy ways 
to move on with life. Presented by Kelly Klaus, LMFT, sponsored by 
the archdiocesan ministry to those separated, divorced, and 
widowed. 7:00 - 8:30 pm, via Zoom. Register via Zoom. Julie 
Auzenne, (213) 637·7249 or jmonell@la-archdiocese.org  
 
How to Avoid Scams ~ May 20 
Kellie Tyndall, victim advocate with the VC District Attorney, will 
share about being safe on the internet, phone, and social media and 
protecting yourself from fraud, scams, and theft. Open to all ages. 
1:00 - 3:00 pm, St. Columba’s Episcopal. Hosted by their Health 
Ministry. RSVP, (805) 312·1631, teri@terihelton.com

In the Community

Phishing Alert 
Fraudulent emails and texts are being sent by scammers posing as Fr. 
Patrick. Perpetrators use various techniques to gain your trust and 
may provide specific instructions, which, if followed, could result in 
monetary loss. Fr. Patrick, or any other member of Padre Serra 
Parish, will never request money from any parishioner by email or 
text. Please do not email or text these individuals, divulge any 
personal information, or provide money/credit card/gift card 
payments. When in doubt, contact us to authenticate the text 
message.  Please forward any questionable emails/text screenshots 
claiming to be from Fr. Patrick to gaby@padreserra.org. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/scams

Other Notes

Funerals

   • Karena Gutierrez ~ May 13, 10:00 am 
   • Linda Madden Hapgood ~ June 17, 10:00 am 
For more information about Funeral & Memorial announcements, 
visit www.padreserra.org/funerals

PAX Christi ~ May 18 
Grounded in the gospel and Catholic social teaching, our PAX 
Christi ministry seeks to model Christ’s peace in our witness to 
nonviolence through prayer, study, and action rooted in justice for 
the common good of all God’s children. 7:00 - 8:30 pm, San 
Fernando room. Gary gfreeberg@gmail.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/peace-justice

Adults

$500,000 $1,000,000 $1,500,000

YTD ESTIMATED INCOME

YTD ACTUAL INCOME

YTD ESTIMATED EXPENSE

YTD ACTUAL EXPENSE

$0

Fiscal Snapshot (March 2023)

https://www.padreserra.org/peace-justice.html
https://www.padreserra.org/becoming-catholic.html
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEtcOquqDssGNH1dPcvB-E_wmc7L71QlXIf#/registration
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/050723.cfm
https://www.padreserra.org/news/karena-gutierrez
https://www.padreserra.org/news/linda-madden-hapgood
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CSDK BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
Catherine Jose
Insurance | Life, Annuity and Investment | Small Group 
Families | Individuals | Social Media Management Services

Cathy@csdkbusinesssolutions.com
820.203.4383 | 747.389.4177  CA DOI LIC # 428224

OFFSHORE HOUSECLEANING
General cleaning • Deep cleaning • Organizing
Office cleaning • Rental cleaning • and MORE!

805-775-5508



For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com              Padre Serra Church, Camarillo, CA              A 4C 05-4061

1203 Flynn Rd. Suite 270, Camarillo, CA 93012
Each RE/MAX Office is independently owned & operated.  

Al Limón, Broker
805-901-3640
DRE#00918596 
teamallimon@gmail.com

Bianca Carrera, Realtor®

805-797-1870
DRE#02022644

teamallimon.com

A team on your side to help meet  
your real estate needs.
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