


Page 2 www.padreserra.org May 14, 2023

https://www.padreserra.org/mothers-day.html
https://www.padreserra.org/care-prepare.html
https://www.padreserra.org/spring-concert.html
mailto:michelleweyek@gmail.com
https://www.padreserra.org/scouts.html


Sixth Sunday of Easter Page 3



Page 4 www.padreserra.org May 14, 2023



Sixth Sunday of Easter Page 5



Page 6 www.padreserra.org May 14, 2023



Sixth Sunday of Easter Page 7

The Reason for Your Hope 
 
Dear Faith Family, 
 
It is still Easter! Celebrate accordingly. 
 
No, I’m not speaking in a general way to express our joy in salvation, but according to our Liturgical 
Calendar, we are still celebrating Easter. We are still rejoicing in the gates of heaven being flung open. 
 
In this Sunday’s second reading, the author boldly exclaims to, “Always be ready to give reason for 
your hope.” What is our hope? Our hope lies fact that our Lord rose from the dead and conquered 
death to open the gates of heaven for us. There are many reasons for our hope, and most of these 
reasons are rooted in the Resurrection of our Savior. 
 
I have mentioned the idea of the virtue of Hope before. It’s not a virtue desiring the best outcome, but 
rather, Hope is knowing for certain that God’s will is done. It’s not trust in odds or probability, but 
Hope is the trust given by the Holy Spirit. 
 
This brings us to Pentecost, which comes next week. When the Easter season ends next week, it 
doesn’t mean that we cease celebrating. When we celebrate Pentecost, it is a great reminder that it is 
through the Holy Spirit that we are able to give the vibrant reasons for our hope. Things make some 
sense with evidence, but the Holy Spirit gives us the hyper clarity and courage to make disciples of all 
nations through our reasons for hope. With Pentecost, we use our celebration as the reason for our 
hope, to share with the masses. 
 
Reliance on the Holy Spirit is the reason for this upcoming season. The same Holy Spirit that 
descended on the Apostles, is the same one that dwells with us. The same Holy Spirit that gave clarity 
to the reason for Hope, also dwells with us. The same Holy Spirit that motivated the Apostles to 
change the world, also dwells with us. The funny thing is, that same Holy Spirit expects us to do the 
same. Not with self-righteousness, but with “gentleness and reverence.”  
 
Rely on the Holy Spirit and always give people the reason for your 
hope. 
 
God Bless, 

 
 

 
Bret Becker 
Youth and Young Adult Minister 
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Age 3 to Grade 8  
Little Church ~ May 28 
Age 3 through Kindergarten. Sunday preschool 
during the 9:00 am and 11:00 am Mass. Children 
learn so much! From the Sign of the Cross to the 
Bible stories, songs, and more. Super fun to make 
friends and be at Church on Sundays! Children must 
be registered to attend; visit www.padreserra.org/registration. For 
more information, contact soraya@padreserra.org  
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Summer Break 
Grades 1 - 5. We will return in the fall. We are looking for volunteers 
to join this beautiful ministry. No experience necessary. Please 
contact tere@padreserra.org for more information.  
Spark! ~ May 15 and 17 
Grades 1 - 5. No sessions this week; we will see you on May 22 and 
24. For more information, please get in touch with 
jennifer@padreserra.org or christine@padreserra.org  
Three-Sixteen ~ May 17 
Middle school ministry ~ Grades 6, 7, and 8. We will gather in 
Carmel rooms at 6:45 pm. Don’t forget your Bible. For more 
information, contact tere@padreserra.org

Everyone from 14 to 18 is welcome!  
4:12 ~ May 3, 10, 17,  24 
High school teens, join Brett, and the peer leaders, for fun and 
fellowship. Wednesdays 7:30 in San Juan Capistrano room. 
youth@padreserra.org  
Confirmation Y1 
The weekly ministry has begun; make sure to sign in every week. If 
you have not yet signed up, please get in touch with us at 
youth@padreserra.org or tere@padreserra.org   
Confirmation Y2 ~ June 11 
The last session of the program year, teens will gather for a 
Mystagogia discussion and lunch. Confirmation certificates will be 
handed out at this session. Don't miss it! For more information, 
contact youth@padreserra.org

High School

Scouts Pancake Breakfast ~ June 11 
See page 2.

Families

Children

Seeds of Faith ~ May 17 
SEEDS (Sisters ~ Embracing ~ Enlightening ~ Daughters of Faith) is 
a monthly evening of spirituality for women who want to grow 
deeper in faith and affirm our mission and worth as God’s daughters 
and Jesus’ disciples. We continue with Unleashed: A Catholic 
Women’s Walk with Scripture by Sonja Corbitt, in which she weaves 
the Word of God with her life experiences to illustrate how the Holy 
Spirit flows through our relationships, suffering, and prayer. Each 
session stands alone. 7:00 - 8:30 pm, San Miguel room. Gwen 
gwendolynjoy1@hotmail.com. Visit www.padreserra.org/seeds 
 
Healing after Divorce ~ May 2, 16 
Our healing from divorce support group offers a welcoming 
environment for people dealing with divorce, whether in the earliest 
stages of grief, the initial stages of coping with severe changes, or 
through the worst of it and now looking to move forward, grow, and 
serve. 7:00 - 8:30 pm, Zoom. Cynthia cjonescampbell@yahoo.com. 
Visit www.padreserra.org/divorce  
 
Camarillo Catholic Seniors ~ May 17 
Returning speaker Jay Ziebert, a member of the American College of 
Lifestyle Medicine (ACLM), will share about Blue Zones, regions in 
the world where people are reported live longer and healthier than 
average. She is also a nutritionist and will talk about her cooking 
show and weekly virtual nutrition program. Refreshments will be 
provided by AlmaVia at 9:45 am, followed by the presentation at 
10:00, Serra Center. Jan Pirkl janpirkl@yahoo.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/seniors 
 
Bereavement Support ~ May 18 
Grief can be overwhelming and difficult to understand and navigate, 
but you don’t have to do it alone. Our bereavement support group 
offers mutual support to those who have lost a loved one through 
death. 10:00 am, San Fernando room. Betty Bright-Martinez  
(805) 407·3000, bettybright41@gmail.com, visit 
www.padreserra.org/bereavement 
 
PAX Christi ~ May 18 
Grounded in the gospel and Catholic social teaching, our PAX 
Christi ministry seeks to model Christ’s peace in our witness to 
nonviolence through prayer, study, and action rooted in justice for 
the common good of all God’s children. 7:00 - 8:30 pm, San 
Fernando room. Gary gfreeberg@gmail.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/peace-justice 

Adults

Everyone 18 to 39ish is welcome! www.padreserra.org/young-adults  
Bible Study and More ~ May 18 
We gather on the first and third Thursdays of the month from 7:00 - 
9:00 pm. On the first Thursday, we do a Bible study, and on the third 

Young Adults

Thursday, we play a game. See our Instagram @pspyoungadult or 
Facebook @PadreSerraYA for other events! Contact 
brett@padreserra.org  
Saints Among Us ~ May 21 
A Sunday school program for specially-abled young adults. They 
meet on the third Sunday of the month for fun and fellowship 
through reading scripture, art projects, music, and snacks. Our parish 
is grateful to Ross and Jenni Porter for their dedication and 
leadership. All are welcome! 1:30 pm, Carmel rooms. Questions: 
Ross Porter pointsite@aol.com

https://www.padreserra.org/scouts.html
https://www.padreserra.org/young-adults.html
https://www.instagram.com/pspyoungadult/
https://www.facebook.com/PadreSerraYA
https://www.padreserra.org/peace-justice.html
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Pray for Our Sick 
Olga Arellano, Marianne Brooks, Mary Butler, Carlos Calvo, Hector 
Cicta Sanares, Theresa Clemons, Catherine Enerio, Ben Fisco, 
Jeanne Gaffney, Dorothy Gilmore, Tim Graf, Patrick Hair, Jasna 
Haller, Arlene Harris, Leticia Heiter, Fr. Bill Lowe, Dave 
McDonnell, Carole Mingay, Mary Mullen, Daniel Orr, Angela Ortiz, 
Catherine Pierce, Diana Reed, Derrick Rosal, Eric Sams, Dorothy 
Simmons, Jessica Slagel and Hugo Viveros. (Names are refreshed 
monthly.) 
 
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently. 
Dr. Wilbert Jordan, RIP 
Frank Le Grove, RIP 
May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus. 

Prayer Life

Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
John 14: 15-21 ~ The Holy Spirit 
In today’s gospel, Jesus promises his disciples that he will send them 
the Holy Spirit, the Advocate who will be with them forever. The 
Holy Spirit is important in the life of a believer, as the Spirit guides 
and empowers us to live out our faith and remain connected to 
Christ. What is my relationship with the Holy Spirit? How am I open 
to the Holy Spirit’s presence and action in my life?  In what areas of 
my life do I need the Holy Spirit’s guidance and strength right now?

Faith Sharing Question

Giving

The Sacraments 
The seven sacraments are essential to the Catholic way of life. They 
are marvelous gifts from God and might be described as blessed, 
grace-filled moments along our earthly journey. Each sacrament is an 
encounter with the risen Jesus. Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist 
are called the Sacraments of Christian Initiation because they 
incorporate us into the saving, death, and resurrection of Jesus (the 
“Paschal Mystery”). Padre Serra is blessed to have 14 neophytes — 
newly initiated Catholics — who inspire the whole church to 
holiness and openness to God’s call. If you would like to investigate 
receiving the Sacraments of Initiation, please get in touch with us at 
(805) 482·6417 x320 or becomingcatholic@padreserra.org. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/becoming-catholic

Becoming Catholic

How to Avoid Scams ~ May 20 
Kellie Tyndall, victim advocate with the VC District Attorney, will 
share about being safe on the internet, phone, and social media and 
protecting yourself from fraud, scams, and theft. Open to all ages. 
1:00 - 3:00 pm, St. Columba’s Episcopal. RSVP (805) 312·1631, 
teri@terihelton.com 
 
Summer Enrichment 
La Reina invites boys and girls in grades 5 - 10 for summer 
enrichment classes from June 19 - July 7. Our courses offer a 
balance of academic enrichment and social activities to set your 
student up for success in the next school year. The morning of 
instruction can be followed by an after-enrichment sports camp for 
students entering grades 5 - 8. Limited enrollment, so reserve your 
spot today at www.lareina.com

In the Community

In loving memory of Don Atwater 
   Kathy & Jon De Forge 
In loving memory of David Murphy 
   Carolyn Menne 
In loving memory of Ann Brown 
   Fred Brown 
In loving memory of Donald Atwater 
   Gifted to St. Vincent de Paul Ministry 
   Rick & Gerry Hesse, Knoxville TN 
In loving memory of Juanita & Raul Contreras 
   Burl Lovell & Family, Paris KY

Memorial & Honorarium

Funerals

   • Karena Gutierrez ~ May 13, 10:00 am 
   • Byron Hithe ~ June 1, 10:00 
   • Linda Madden Hapgood ~ June 17, 10:00 am 
   • Kathleen Forgette ~ July 15, 10:00 am 
For more information about Funeral & Memorial announcements, 
visit www.padreserra.org/funerals

Military Family Ministry 
Military Appreciation Month is celebrated in May to publicly show 
our nation’s appreciation for troops past and present. In addition to 
Memorial Day (May 29) which remembers those service people who 
gave the ultimate sacrifice of life, we celebrate Military Spouse 
Appreciation Day (May 5) and Armed Forces Day (May 20). Our 
parish honors the service and sacrifice of members of the Army, 
Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, Marines, Space Force, and National 
Guard, as well as the contribution of their spouses, especially all 
those military in our Ventura County community. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/mfm

Adults

Life Centers of Ventura 
For over fifty years Life Centers of Ventura County have been 
supporting local women facing difficult situations concerning their 
pregnancies. Providing many free services like pregnancy tests, 
ultrasounds, counseling, baby supplies, and referrals for other helpful 
services, all at no cost, given professionally with great compassion. 
Prayerfully consider donating. For more information, visit 
www.padreserra.org/life-centers. Don’t forget to celebrate Mom with 
a Mother’s Day corsage available in the courtyard after Mass this 
weekend. $5 each. Your purchase supports the good works of Life 
Centers of Ventura County. See page 2.

https://www.padreserra.org/life-centers.html
https://www.padreserra.org/becoming-catholic.html
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/051423.cfm
https://www.padreserra.org/news/karena-gutierrez
https://www.padreserra.org/news/byron-hithe
https://www.padreserra.org/news/linda-madden-hapgood
https://www.padreserra.org/news/kathleen-forgette
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CSDK BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
Catherine Jose
Insurance | Life, Annuity and Investment | Small Group 
Families | Individuals | Social Media Management Services

Cathy@csdkbusinesssolutions.com
820.203.4383 | 747.389.4177  CA DOI LIC # 428224

OFFSHORE HOUSECLEANING
General cleaning • Deep cleaning • Organizing
Office cleaning • Rental cleaning • and MORE!

805-775-5508

California

CatholicMatch.com/CA



IVYLAWNFUNERALHOME.COM

Ivy Lawn Memorial Park & Funeral Home
Ventura County's Only Historical District Cemetery

We are at your service!
Dignified, Funeral Services, Burials, & Cremations

805.642.1111
FD2156
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1203 Flynn Rd. Suite 270, Camarillo, CA 93012
Each RE/MAX Office is independently owned & operated.  

Al Limón, Broker
805-901-3640
DRE#00918596 
teamallimon@gmail.com

Bianca Carrera, Realtor®

805-797-1870
DRE#02022644

teamallimon.com

A team on your side to help meet  
your real estate needs.
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