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The seasons of life and transitioning to what comes next 
 
Dear Parish family, 
 
My name is Manuel Leon. I am the new business manager here at Padre Serra. My wife, Patti, and I 
have been married for 27 years. We live in Moorpark and attend Holy Cross Church. We have two adult 
daughters. Our daughter Rebekah and her husband Rigo live in Burbank. Our daughter Rachel is a 
second lieutenant in the Air Force and is currently stationed at Whiteman AFB in Missouri.  
 
After 40 years of working in telecommunications, I retired from Charter Communications in April 2022 
to help care for my elderly mother. The demands of my regional responsibilities at Charter made it 
challenging to get away from work to spend time at my mother's house in Santa Ana. As my mother’s 
health failed, it became evident that I could not reconcile work priorities and spending time with my 
mother. Retirement was a blessing that allowed me to spend more time with my mother during the final 
year of her life. My siblings, who lived near my mother, had assembled a talented team of caregivers to 
provide for her essential needs. My part was easy; conversing with her, praying the rosary, and holding 
her hand.  
 
My mom’s passing was no surprise at 95, but that did not prevent those of us that knew and loved her 
from experiencing the sadness and grief that come when someone dear passes away. I took comfort in 
knowing that my mom died with Christ. She led a prayerful life, and we often prayed together. She 
introduced me to my Catholic faith, and throughout her life, she gently and lovingly encouraged me to 
grow closer to Christ by practicing our Catholic faith. 
 
Today’s gospel is a beautiful invitation from Christ to walk with Him in difficult times. “Come to me, 
all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest.” Jesus promises us that His yoke is easy 
and His burden is light. While this does not mean that He will remove all hardship from our lives, Jesus 
is inviting us to walk with Him, and by freely accepting this invitation, we can look over our shoulder 
and know that Jesus is walking along with us and the burden is just a bit lighter. 
 
Since becoming the new business manager last month, I have met many 
dedicated people who work diligently in the background to ensure the 
church and the campus are ready to serve the needs of the faithful. I feel 
blessed to be part of this pastoral team.  It is a joy to work with the group 
of people dedicated to the service of this parish. 
 
Siempre Adelante,  
 
Manuel Leon 
 
Manuel Leon 
Business Manager
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Age 3 to Grade 8 
 
Live a Life of Faith, Understanding, and Love ... 
Children Faith Formation Registration for the 23/24 
program is open! Register your child today! Visit 
www.padreserra.org/registration 
 
Little Church ~ On Summer Break 
Age 3 through Kindergarten Sunday preschool during the 9:00 am 
and 11:00 am Mass. Little Church will take a short summer break; 
we will continue sessions on August 13, 20, and 27. Children must 
be registered to attend. Save the date: Parent orientation on 
September 10, at 10:15 am in Carmel rooms. For more information, 
contact soraya@padreserra.org 
 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word ~ On Summer Break 
Leaders needed! Grades 1 - 5. We will return in the fall. Consider 
joining this beautiful ministry. No experience necessary! Contact 
tere@padreserra.org for more information. 
 
Spark! ~ At Home 
Grades 1 - 5. In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus teaches us that we 
know God the Father by knowing Jesus. Jesus lets us see God. This 
week find a quiet space to spend some time with Jesus. 
 
Summer Camp ~ July 17 - 20 
Campers Grades 1 - 5. Learn how to be a Holy Hero! Join us for 
camping-themed games, crafts, snacks, a scavenger hunt, and a water 
play day. 1:00 - 4:00 pm. Sign-up today at 
www.padreserra.org/summer-camp 
 
Three-Sixteen ~ At Home 
Middle school ministry ~ Grades 6, 7, and 8. In this Sunday’s 
Gospel, Jesus tells us how we can lighten our burden.

Everyone from 14 to 18 is welcome! 
 
Summer Camp Counselors Training ~ July 10 
High School volunteers are needed as camp counselors on July 17 - 
30. Please sign-up online (no cost); visit 
www.padreserra.org/summer-camp 
 
4:12 
Come join Brett and peer leaders for summer youth activities or to 
hang out in the youth lounge. Follow us on Instagram @pspyouth for 
more information, or contact brett@padreserra.org 

High School

Serra Cinema ~ July 11 
See page 2

Families

Children

Gospel Hangout ~ July 11, 12 
Come hang out virtually as we read Sunday’s gospel and reflect on 
how Jesus is intersecting with our lives at this moment. 
Tuesdays,11:30 am - 12:30 pm,  Wednesdays, 7:00 - 8:00 pm. For 
Zoom link: teresa@padreserra.org. Visit  
www.padreserra.org/faith-sharing 
 
Meditative Movement ~ July 11, 13 
Women and men of any age are invited to join instructor Sheila 
Montgomery for meditative movement: Tai Chi Tuesdays, 2:00 - 
2:45 pm $5/class, and Yoga Thursdays, 2:00 - 2:45 $10/class. Sheila 
Montgomery sheilam274@yahoo.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/meditative-movement 
 
Knitting & Crocheting ~ July 13, 20, 27 
A fellowship and service ministry where all skill levels of knitting 
and crocheting are welcome; if you don’t know how, we would love 
to teach you. Thursdays 10:00 am - 12:00 pm, Carmel rooms. Donna  
healthysneaker7@gmail.com. To see our projects from this past year, 
visit www.padreserra.org/knit 
 
Cancer Support Group ~ July 13 
We provide hope, empowerment, love, and prayer in a comforting 
atmosphere of encouragement. It is a safe environment for people 
touched by cancer to connect with others in a productive and 
spiritual way. Second Thursday, 6:30 - 8:00 pm, San Fernando room. 
Contact teresa@padeserra.org 
 
Writers Group~ July 14, 21, 28 
We gather. We pray. We write. If you enjoy writing, you are welcome 
to share your work any Friday and listen to others’ inspiring writing. 
Fridays 10:00 am - 12:00 pm, San Fernando room. Linda Lowe 
calmest1@verizon.net. Visit www.padreserra.org/writers 

Adults

Every confirmed teen and young adult is welcome! 
 
Peer Leaders 
Peer leaders help engage our youth and Confirmation 
candidates by acting as mentors and facilitators 
during our weekly Confirmation sessions, annual 
retreats, and at 4:12 youth nights. We usually meet 
Tuesdays at 7:00 pm. If you are confirmed, 14 to 39 years old, and 
interested in joining, contact brett@padreserra.org. To sign up, scan 
the QR Code or visit www.padreserra.org/peer-leaders

Peer Leaders

Confirmation ~ Summer Gatherings Have Begun! 
Stop by the youth lounge to play games, watch movies or just hang 
out with Brett and peers for summer fun and fellowship. Lots of 
summer service and event opportunities available: Summer Camp 
counselor and parish picnic. Contact us for more information at 
youth@padreserra.org or tere@padreserra.org

https://www.padreserra.org/serra-cinema.html
https://www.padreserra.org/summer-camp.html
https://www.padreserra.org/summer-camp.html
https://www.instagram.com/pspyouth/
https://www.padreserra.org/peer-leaders.html
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Pray for Our Sick 
Mary Ahearn, Wyatt Biggs, Marianne Brooks, Mary Butler, Ryan 
Carrigan, Marie Coop, Ben Fisco, Elizabeth Fisco, Tim Graf, Jasna 
Haller, Barbara Humphrey, Dave McDonnell, Leticia Melendez, 
Carole Mingay, Donald Mingay, Robert Moody, Mary Mullen, 
Daniel Orr, Angela Ortiz, Lorna Pajo, Mel Pajo, Jeffrey Paolella, 
Dina S. Pascual, Dave Proett, Diana Reed, Michael Robles, William 
Rumble, Zion Salatan, Hector Victa Sanares, Dorothy Simmons, Rita 
Wronekiewicz and Jerry Zins Sr. (Names are refreshed monthly.) 
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently: 
John Chater, RIP 
Elvin Spencer, RIP 
May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus. 

Prayer Life

Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
Matthew 11:25-30 ~ Come to me! 
In today’s gospel, Jesus invites us to bring him our burdens and 
promises us that he will give us rest. How do you rely on Jesus 
during times of trouble? When has Jesus helped you?

Faith Sharing Question
Catholic Inquiry’s Summer Gathering Dates ~ July 11, 25, 
August 8, 22, September 5, 19 
Have you considered becoming Catholic or want to inquire about the 
Catholic Faith before joining our community? Summer is a good 
time to begin! During the summer, Inquiry continues to meet but 
only twice a month; we watch DVDs on various Catholic themes, 
followed by a discussion in a relaxed atmosphere, or we enjoy guest 
speakers or field trips! In October, we will resume our weekly 
meetings. Join us! For information on the process of becoming 
Catholic, or if you are a Catholic adult already baptized and want to 
receive First Communion and Confirmation, please get in touch with 
Mary Huebner at (805) 482·6417 x321 or 
becomingcatholic@padreserra.org. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/becoming-catholic

Becoming Catholic

Funerals

   • Kathleen Forgette ~ July 15, 10:00 am 
   • Bob Tuleya ~ August 16, 11:00 am 
For more information about Funeral & Memorial announcements, 
visit www.padreserra.org/funerals

Adults
Seeds of Faith ~ July 17 
Summer social in the courtyard! Join us at 7:00 pm for dessert and 
conversation and get to know more about Seeds of Faith. SEEDS 
(Sisters ~ Embracing ~ Enlightening ~ Daughters of Faith) is a 
monthly evening of spirituality for women who want to grow deeper 
in faith and affirm our mission and worth as God’s daughters and 
Jesus’ disciples. Gwen gwendolynjoy1@hotmail.com 
 
Ladies’ Night Out ~ July 19 
Lemons on the Loose is a women’s social gathering to share 
fellowship and laughter while playing Bonkers. $5/person. Proceeds 
benefit pediatric cancer research through Alex’s Lemonade Stand. 
Third Wednesday, 6:30 - 8:30 pm, Serra Center. Kathy 
quannys5@yahoo.com or Michelle mcpaschens@gmail.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/women

Thank You 
We are grateful to the following local businesses for donating goods 
and gift cards for bingo prizes for our Camarillo Catholic Seniors 
June luncheon: Ric’s, Finny’s, Loru’s Cafe, Octavio’s, B&B 
Hardware, Trader Joe’s, Presto Pasta, Rite Aid, and Starbucks. Please 
show them your appreciation.

Other Notes

Giving
National Needs Special Collection 
The U.S. Bishops encourage us to view the national collections in 
the light of stewardship and sharing. Jesus reminds us that the two 
greatest commandments are to love God with our whole heart, our 
whole mind, and our whole soul; and to love our neighbor as 
ourselves. This collection offers us an opportunity to help our 
neighbors in the light of the Gospel. In doing so, we act as faithful 
stewards of the gifts God has given us. Envelopes are in the church 
lobby. For more information, contact pam@padreserra.org. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/national-collections

In honor of Mary Cartaino’s 100th Birthday 
     Mary Stern 
In loving memory of Lou Ann Paolella 
     Gifted to Many Meals 
In loving memory of Fr. Bill Lowe 
     Gifted to St. Vincent de Paul Ministry 
     Mike & Georgia Robles 
In loving memory of Frank Le Grove 
     Gifted to St. Vincent de Paul Ministry 
     Jane & Joe Riggio 
In loving memory of John McDougal 
     Gifted to RAIN 
     Susan Dodd

Memorial & Honorarium

Our warmest welcome to our newest registered parishioners! May 
you find faith, fellowship, love, and peace. 
       • Alex & Jo Ann Tenorio 
       • Giles Rodriguez Family: 
         Christian, Paola, Ezekiel, Natalia 
       • Kathleen Damaris Van Daalen Wetters 
If you are not yet registered or have moved, dropped your landline, 
added a cellphone or email, or have adult children who have moved 
out, please keep us updated. If you live alone, provide us with an 
emergency contact. Contact Sister Lana at (805) 482·6417 x320 or 
srlana@padreserra.org

Welcome!

https://www.padreserra.org/becoming-catholic.html
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/070923.cfm
https://www.padreserra.org/national-collections.html
https://www.padreserra.org/news/kathleen-forgette
https://www.padreserra.org/news/bob-tuleya
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CSDK BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
Catherine Jose
Insurance | Life, Annuity and Investment | Small Group 
Families | Individuals | Social Media Management Services

Cathy@csdkbusinesssolutions.com
820.203.4383 | 747.389.4177  CA DOI LIC # 428224

OFFSHORE HOUSECLEANING
General cleaning • Deep cleaning • Organizing
Office cleaning • Rental cleaning • and MORE!

805-775-5508

California

CatholicMatch.com/CA

Mary Gregoryk | Dan McAllister
www.YourBestEdge.com

Transparency & Innovation in Real Estate Sales

clientcare@yourbestedge.com
805-329-5330

 Found It Homes, Inc. Parishioner
Unique Process; Extraordinary Results

DRE #01863865 DRE #01386066

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME Tara Holley

 
tholley@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2134

MEMOIR GHOSTWRITER FOR HIRE
Your Life Story - Your Legacy - It's Time

 � Personal & Family Stories
 � Spiritual Stories
 � Business Stories
 � Publishing Support

Bryan Basamanowicz
805-901-4566
www.bryanbwriting.com



IVYLAWNFUNERALHOME.COM

Ivy Lawn Memorial Park & Funeral Home
Ventura County's Only Historical District Cemetery

We are at your service!
Dignified, Funeral Services, Burials, & Cremations

805.642.1111
FD2156

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com              Padre Serra Church, Camarillo, CA              A 4C 05-4061

1203 Flynn Rd. Suite 270, Camarillo, CA 93012
Each RE/MAX Office is independently owned & operated.  

Al Limón, Broker
805-901-3640
DRE#00918596 
teamallimon@gmail.com

Bianca Carrera, Realtor®

805-797-1870
DRE#02022644

teamallimon.com

A team on your side to help meet  
your real estate needs.

www.prestopasta.com  Parishioners

 Camarillo Ventura Simi Valley Newbury Park
 805.445.7737 805.658.2898 805.624.7756 805.498.7737
 1701 Daily Dr. 5722 Telephone Rd. 1860 Erringer Rd. 1025 Broadbeck Rd.

Locally, Family Owned And Operated

Dine In • Take Out
Catering

Fundraising

805-484-2705
4043 Mission Oaks Blvd., Camarillo
camarillochildrensdentalgroup.com

Creating bright smiles



Page 12 www.padreserra.org July 9, 2023

https://www.padreserra.org/summer.html
https://www.padreserra.org/seeds.html
mailto:cherubs@padreserra.org
https://www.padreserra.org/mass-very-slow-motion.html
https://www.padreserra.org/cherubs.html
mailto:parish@padreserra.org

