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The Rock of the Church 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
My ability to quote chapter and verse from the bible is limited, but I’ve always remembered this 
short verse from today’s gospel: “And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock, I will 
build my church.” This verse was firmly planted in my mind at an early age in the same way other 
historical facts take root in a young person’s mind. My understanding of the verse was not deeply 
theological or spiritual in my early life, but I knew it meant that Jesus Christ founded the Catholic 
Church.  
 
I often turn to The Catechism of the Catholic Church for greater understanding, and I love what 
Paragraph 748 of The Catechism ends with, “The church has no other light than Christ’s; 
according to a favorite image of the Church Fathers, the Church is like the moon, all its light 
reflected from the sun.” As the Catechism often does, it helped my understanding by tapping my 
imagination. To see the light of Christ reflected by the Church is a beautiful image.   
 
The Church provides the introduction and the infinite path to grow in our relationship with Christ. 
In 2006, Benedict XVI spoke to the youth in Krakow. He encouraged them to meditate on the 
themes of building their life on a foundation of rock and not to be swayed by the shifting sands of 
their own worldview. This message of encouragement from Benedict XVI is applicable across 
time: “There is only one rock on which it is worthwhile to place everything. This rock is the one 
to whom Christ said: You are Peter, and on this rock, I will build my Church (Mt 16:18).” 
 
The worldwide Catholic Church has many beautiful church buildings (including our own Padre 
Serra), but the Church is not our beautiful buildings; it is the people who gather to encounter Jesus 
in our Catholic faith. We are the Church, and Christ calls us to reflect his light on the world 
around us. Guided by the Holy Spirit, the Church has assembled a 
rich body of work that authoritatively proclaims Christ’s teachings. 
To be Catholic is to be part of the body of Christ. As members of 
the body of Christ, we are each called to bring the light of Christ to 
the world. 
 
Siempre Adelante, 
 
Manuel Leon 
 
Manuel Leon 
Business Manager 
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Age 3 to Grade 8 
 
Cherubs Music Program ~ Returning September 9! 
For kids in Preschool through Grade 2. Saturdays, 3 years to K, 9:30 
am; K to Grade 2, 10:30 am; Carmel room. Please email Lisa at 
cherubs@padreserra.org for more information. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/cherubs 
 
Children’s & Middle School Choir ~ Registration is open! 
All children grades 3 to 8 are invited! No experience is necessary. 
Weekly Rehearsals, every Wednesday, 5:00 pm. For more info, visit 
www.padreserra.org/cmsc 
 
Live a Life of Faith, Understanding, and Love ... 
Children Faith Formation Registration for the 23/24 
program is open! Register your child today! Visit 
www.padreserra.org/registration 
 
Little Church is Back! ~ August 27 and September 3, 10, 24 
Age 3 through Kindergarten Sunday preschool during the 9:00 am 
and 11:00 am Mass. Children learn so much! From the Sign of the 
Cross to the Bible stories, songs, and more. It’s super fun to make 
friends and be at Church on Sundays! Children must be registered to 
attend; visit www.padreserra.org/registration. Parent Orientation 
Meeting: Sunday, September 10, 10:15 am, Carmel rooms. For more 
information, contact soraya@padreserra.org 
 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word ~ Returns October 1, during 
11:00 am Liturgy 
Grades 1 - 5. Leaders needed! Consider joining this beautiful 
ministry. No experience necessary! Contact tere@padreserra.org for 
more information. 
 
Spark! ~ At Home 
Grades 1 - 5. Jesus asked the disciples, “Who do you say that I am?” 
God helped Peter see that Jesus is the Son of God, our Lord, and 
Savior. Jesus gives Simon a new name, Peter because it means 
“rock.” Peter was a rock because he had faith in Jesus. Peter will be 
the rock (solid foundation) on which Jesus will build his Church. The 
foundation of our Church community around the world is our faith in 
Jesus Christ. Jesus continues to build his Church with people like 
Peter who love and have faith in him. Parent Orientation Meeting: 
Monday, September 11, or Tuesday, September 12, 6:30 pm, Serra 
Center.  
 
Three-Sixteen ~ At Home 
Middle school ministry ~ Grades 6, 7, and 8. God the Father gave 
Simon the insight to recognize Jesus’ true identity. So, Jesus renamed 
Simon “Peter,” which means “rock.” Peter had a strong personality; 
this trait would be a strong foundation for the Church. If you had to 
choose a name that you think Jesus might give you if he was 
describing your strengths as a disciple. What name could it be, and 
why? Parent Orientation Meeting: Monday, September 11, or 
Tuesday, September 12, 6:30 pm, Serra Center.

Everyone from 14 to 18 is welcome!  
4:12 
Stop by the youth lounge to play games, watch movies, or hang out 
with Brett and peers for fun and fellowship. Follow us on Instagram 
@youthpsp for more information, or contact brett@padreserra.org  
Confirmation Y1 ~ Weekly Sessions begin on October 1. 
Confirmation Y2 ~ Weekly Ministry returns September 24.  
Please contact brett@padreserra.org or tere@padreserra.org with any 
questions regarding your weekly ministry. Parent Orientation 
Meeting: September 11 or 12 at 6:30 pm in the Serra Center.

High SchoolChildren

Gospel Hangout ~ August 29, 30 
Come hang out virtually as we read Sunday’s gospel and reflect on 
how Jesus is intersecting with our lives. Tuesdays, 11:30 am - 12:30 
pm, Wednesdays, 7:00 - 8:00 pm  For Zoom link: Teresa 
teresa@padreserra.org. Visit www.padreserra.org/faith-sharing  
First Friday Adoration ~ September 1 
We can show our adoration to God in many ways, but in Eucharistic 
Adoration, we spend time — even just 10, 20, or 30 minutes —
adoring the true presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. Come rest in 
silent prayer with our good and gracious God. 2:00 - 7:00 pm. Or 
commit to a holy hour: adoration@padreserra.org, visit 
www.padreserra.org/adoration  
Living Liturgy Bible Study ~ September 5, 12, 19, 26 
Tuesdays with Paul Ford return! Dr. Ford leads a weekly study of the 
upcoming Sunday readings, which helps us better understand 
scripture, the Gospel message, and how it applies to our lives. 
Resource books are available for purchase, or bring your Bible or 
smart device. 8:30 -9:30 am, Serra Center. Contact Paul Ford 
paulfford@stjohnsem.edu   
Benedicts Books 
Spiritual reading can help you grow in your faith life and knowledge 
of our Catholic tradition. Our lending library has books to expand 
your knowledge, deepen your faith, and grow in your relationship 
with God. Stop by the church lobby, pick up a book, return it when 
you’re done, or pass it on to someone else. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/benedicts-books  
Pastoral Care 
We care about you. Our Pastoral Associate, Teresa Runyon, will 
meet with you to help discern your needs and provide referrals to our 
many support groups, ministries, clergy, and other resources, 
including therapists and local support groups. Contact Teresa, 
teresa@padreserra.org

Adults

Save the Date
   • Ministry Fair ~ September 10, 17, 24; see page 2 
   • Addiction: What It Is and How to Help ~ September 16; 
      see page 2 
   • Soul Centered Spirituality with Fr. Jim Clarke ~ September 
      19 
   • Women’s Day of Reflection Registration ~ September 24

https://www.instagram.com/pspyouth/
https://www.padreserra.org/faith-sharing.html
https://www.padreserra.org/benedicts-books.html
https://www.padreserra.org/ministry-fair.html
https://www.padreserra.org/mental-health.html
https://www.padreserra.org/aff.html
https://www.padreserra.org/retreats.html#women


Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time Page 9

Pray for Our Sick 
Don Absey, Julieann Adriano, Ronaldo Adriano, Patrick Bair, 
Clinton Baker Jr., Joanne Blaney, Mary Rose Boral, Ryan Carrigan, 
Cheryl Cohn, Stephanie Cruz, Shari Edie, Mike Eliason, Ben Fisco, 
Mary Margaret Freese, Tim Graf, Jasna Haller, Don Horcher, Kate 
Johnson, Jane Joubert, Rowan Lepore, Maria Maldonado, Dave 
McDonnell, Bob McNally, Leticia Melendez, Carole Mingay, 
Donald Mingay, Mary Mullen, Binh Ninh, Maria Luisa Orelan, 
Daniel Orr, Angela Ortiz, David Padberg, Dave Proett, Edward 
Quila, Renee Ramonette, Michael Robles, Bill Rumble, Dominick 
Savo, Dorothy Simmons, Fr. Stephen Szeman, Martha May 
Velasquez, Rita Wronkiewicz and Jerry Zins Sr. (Names are 
refreshed monthly.) 
 
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently: 
Cynthia Guitierez Fuentes, RIP 
Barbara Place, RIP 
Joe Voigt, RIP 
Steven Walker, RIP 
Elizabeth Young, RIP 
May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus. 

Prayer Life

Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
Matthew 16:13-20 ~ Who is Jesus for you? 
Peter’s confession that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, 
demonstrates a significant act of faith. This confession reveals 
Peter’s recognition of Jesus’ divine nature and purpose. How do I 
perceive my relationship with Jesus? Am I approaching him with 
certain expectations, like a divine vending machine or an 
accountant? How might these perceptions influence my 
understanding of faith and prayer?

Faith Sharing Question

Catholic Inquiry’s Summer Gathering Dates ~ September 5, 19 
Have you considered becoming Catholic? Summer is a good time to 
begin! During the summer, Inquiry continues to meet but only twice 
a month; we watch DVDs on various Catholic themes, followed by a 
discussion in a relaxed atmosphere, or we enjoy guest speakers or 
field trips! In October, we will resume our weekly meetings. Join us! 
For information on the process of becoming Catholic, or if you are a 
Catholic adult already baptized and want to receive First 
Communion and Confirmation, please get in touch with Mary 
Huebner at (805) 482·6417 x321 or 
becomingcatholic@padreserra.org. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/becoming-catholic

Becoming Catholic

Funerals
   • Rochelle Hithe ~ September 14, 11:00 am 
   • Therese (Tish) Hearne ~ September 16, 10:00 am 
   • Marie-Ruth Willcox ~ September 16, 11:00 am 
   • David Legerski ~ September 23, 10:00 am 
   • Susan Craddock ~ September 30, 10:00 am 
For more information, visit www.padreserra.org/funerals 

Food Pantry Donations 
Many thanks to all who have provided food for the hungriest in our 
community. Please continue to use the collection bins in the church 
for your donations of non-perishable food and small toiletries. St. 
Vincent de Paul members regularly transport your donations to the 
food pantry at St. Mary Magdalen. God bless you for your 
compassionate caring of those less fortunate in our midst. 
 
Together In Mission ‘Shine His Light’ 
Goal: $143,830 
Year to Date: $47,044 donated by 134 households 
Gap: $96,786 to reach our goal 
As one Catholic community of faith, let’s be rooted in prayer and 
reflect on how we can continue to help our struggling parishes and 
schools in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles well into the future. 
Prayerfully, we ask for your continued support to share Christ’s light, 
love, and hope with everyone. For questions, please get in touch with 
pam@padreserra.org. Envelopes are in the church lobby, or visit 
www.padreserra.org/tim

Giving

Safeguard the Children
What is Doxing? 
Doxing is publicly sharing someone’s private information, like a 
home address, phone number, or social security number, as a form of 
punishment or revenge, putting them at risk of hacking, identity 
fraud, or other violence. If someone is doxed, they may have their 
phone number swamped with spam or explicit texts and messages, or 
if their address is shared, they may be unsafe in their home. For more 
information about doxing, read the VIRTUS® article “Doxing: What 
is that?” at lacatholics.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Sept-30-Oct-
1-doxing.pdf

In the Community
Mass for All Immigrants ~ September 17 
Presided by Archbishop Jose H. Gomez, this annual celebration 
brings us all together in solidarity with our immigrant brothers and 
sisters. 3:30 pm at the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels. Info: 
(213) 637·7484, immigration@la-archdiocese.org 
 
Viva! Havana! ~ September 23 
Enjoy a night in old Havana and support the good work of Life 
Centers of Ventura County who care for women with unplanned 
pregnancies by providing testing, ultrasounds, counseling, and other 
services. The gala begins at 5:00 pm at the Commemorative Air 
Force Museum and includes dinner, drinks, entertainment, auctions, 
and more. Sponsorships are available. $125/person. Details: 
www.vclifecenters.com/events

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/082723.cfm
https://lacatholics.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Sept-30-Oct-1-doxing.pdf
https://www.padreserra.org/becoming-catholic.html
mailto:immigration@la-archdiocese.org


For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com              Padre Serra Church, Camarillo, CA              B 4C 05-4061

CSDK BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
Catherine Jose
Insurance | Life, Annuity and Investment | Small Group 
Families | Individuals | Social Media Management Services

Cathy@csdkbusinesssolutions.com
820.203.4383 | 747.389.4177  CA DOI LIC # 428224

OFFSHORE HOUSECLEANING
General cleaning • Deep cleaning • Organizing
Office cleaning • Rental cleaning • and MORE!

805-775-5508

California

CatholicMatch.com/CA

Mary Gregoryk | Dan McAllister
www.YourBestEdge.com

Transparency & Innovation in Real Estate Sales

clientcare@yourbestedge.com
805-329-5330

 Found It Homes, Inc. Parishioner
Unique Process; Extraordinary Results

DRE #01863865 DRE #01386066

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME Tara Holley

 
tholley@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2134

MEMOIR GHOSTWRITER FOR HIRE
Your Life Story - Your Legacy - It's Time

 � Personal & Family Stories
 � Spiritual Stories
 � Business Stories
 � Publishing Support

Bryan Basamanowicz
805-901-4566
www.bryanbwriting.com

VENTURA EYE INSTITUTE
250,000 HAPPY PATIENTS250,000 HAPPY PATIENTS

Michael T. Ragen, M.D.
Advanced Cataract & Eyelid Surgery

3801 Las Posas Rd.,  Ste. # 112, Camarillo, CA 93010
(805) 388-1211



IVYLAWNFUNERALHOME.COM

Ivy Lawn Memorial Park & Funeral Home
Ventura County's Only Historical District Cemetery

We are at your service!
Dignified, Funeral Services, Burials, & Cremations

805.642.1111
FD2156

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com              Padre Serra Church, Camarillo, CA              A 4C 05-4061

1203 Flynn Rd. Suite 270, Camarillo, CA 93012
Each RE/MAX Office is independently owned & operated.  

Al Limón, Broker
805-901-3640
DRE#00918596 
teamallimon@gmail.com

Bianca Carrera, Realtor®

805-797-1870
DRE#02022644

teamallimon.com

We help you with your real estate needs.

www.prestopasta.com  Parishioners

 Camarillo Ventura Simi Valley Newbury Park
 805.445.7737 805.658.2898 805.624.7756 805.498.7737
 1701 Daily Dr. 5722 Telephone Rd. 1860 Erringer Rd. 1025 Broadbeck Rd.

Locally, Family Owned And Operated

Dine In • Take Out
Catering

Fundraising

805-484-2705
4043 Mission Oaks Blvd., Camarillo
camarillochildrensdentalgroup.com

Creating bright smiles

Home Care for Independent Living
• Live In Home Care • Flexible Hourly Care

• 24 Hour Care • Dementia Care
• Assistance With Mobility • Companionship

• Personal Assistance • Errands
• Shopping • Meal Preparation

Dan Nathanson 
Owner

homehelpershomecare.com/thousandoaks • 805.777.8111
RATED #1 IN SENIOR CARE & BEST OF THE BEST FOR 5 STRAIGHT YEARS BY ENTREPRENEUR MAGAZINE | BONDED & INSURED, CA LIC#564700071

$100 OFF
First Month’s

Invoice
Must mention this ad. First time

clients only. Cannot be combined
with any other offers.

20% OFF
First Week of

Services
Must mention this ad. First time

clients only. Cannot be combined
with any other offers.
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