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John L. Bell, G
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The Main Thing 
 
Dear friends on the journey, 
 
Speaker and author Stephen Covey coined the phrase, “The main thing is to keep the main thing the main thing.” 
While his motivational message of keeping focus and efforts to accomplish important goals was for personal 
growth and leadership development, I think it applies to today’s message and ultimately our path of discipleship.  
 
Today’s gospel is Jesus’ using a parable to convey a message to the ever-questioning chief priests and elders. In 
this parable of the tenants, the owner of the vineyard is God, the vineyard is the house of Israel, where God’s 
people are, and the tenants of the vineyard are the people of God. Presumably, the tenants are people desiring to 
work the land thus producing a harvest that in turn provides for their families’ livelihood. One would think 
focusing on their labor and its fruit would be their “main thing.” Sadly, as the parable tells us, the tenants are 
distracted. Whatever their motivation, perhaps greed or jealousy, they are more focused on the landowner’s 
servants, never mind breaking the fifth commandment. Jesus does not sugar coat the reality of not producing fruit. 
Distraction will cause the kingdom of God to be taken away and given to a people that will produce its fruit.  
 
God’s demand of the tenants in the vineyard applies today. As twenty-first century Christian disciples, the people 
of God, our “main thing” is to produce good fruit, good works, that build up and advance God’s kingdom in our 
individual and communal vineyards. Fruit comes when we use our time, talent and treasure focused on our own 
growth and improvement, the betterment of the lives of those entrusted to us, and living the Beatitudes, the 
Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy, and the teachings (words and actions) of Jesus. When we keep this kind of 
life the “main thing,” there is no room for anything else.  
 
However, like the tenants, we can fall prey to the distractions of the world that seem to be louder and more 
constant. Voices telling us who to be, how to look, what to buy, who is right or wrong, who is to blame, what 
success looks like, drown out our “main thing.” Information, notifications, technology, stress, and anxiety overload 
are affecting our physical, mental, emotional and spiritual health. Silence and Sabbath seem like luxuries we 
cannot afford.  
 
Today’s gospel is a wakeup call, a call to action to evaluate your tenancy. Am I producing good fruit? Am I 
distracted or somewhere in between? St. Paul, in the second reading, provides us with a starting point. What in 
your life is true, honorable, just, pure, lovely, gracious, excellent, and worthy of praise? Keep doing these things. If 
these are missing, then turn to prayer. Begin with prayers of thanksgiving and gratitude. Make your requests and 
petitions known to God. Then listen. Recalibrate where necessary so that you are 
able “to keep the main the main thing” producing good and holy fruit that build up 
the kingdom, right where you are. 
 
Siempre Adelante, 

 
 
 
 
 

Teresa Runyon 
Pastoral Associate
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Age 3 to Grade 8.  
Cherubs Music Program ~ We are back! 
For kids in Preschool through Grade 2. Did you know that the most 
critical age for a child’s music development is from birth to age 9? 
Preregistration is required. Please email Lisa at 
cherubs@padreserra.org for more information. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/cherubs  
Children’s & Middle School Choir ~ Registration is open! 
All children grades 3 to 8 are invited! No experience is necessary. 
Weekly rehearsals, every Wednesday, 5:00 pm. For more info, visit 
www.padreserra.org/cmsc  
Stay and Play ~ October 8, 15, 22, 29 
Ms. Soraya and helpers will lovingly care for your 
little one (12- 36 months) while you attend Mass. 
Stop by to see all the toys and fun. You are welcome 
to stay to be sure your toddler is settled. No-cost 
service. Sundays during the 9:00 am and 11:00 am Masses. Gather in 
Carmel rooms.   
Little Church ~ October 8, 15, 22, 29 
Age 3 through Kindergarten. Sunday preschool during the 9:00 am 
and 11:00 am Mass. Children learn so much! From the Sign of the 
Cross to the Bible stories, songs, and more. It’s super fun to make 
friends and be at Church on Sundays! Registrations for the new 
program year are now open; visit www.padreserra.org/registration. 
For more information, contact soraya@padreserra.org  
Children’s Liturgy of the Word ~ Offered during 11:00 am Mass 
Grades 1 - 5. Children are invited to listen to the readings and 
Gospel, read and explained at their level. No pre-registration is 
required. Leaders needed! No experience is necessary; contact 
tere@padreserra.org for more information.  
Spark! ~ October 9 and 11 
Grades 1 - 5. This week, the children will learn about the invitation 
to “Come to the Banquet.” For more information, contact 
jennifer@padreserra.org or christine@padreserra.org  
Three-Sixteen ~ October 11 
Middle school ministry ~ Grades 6, 7, and 8. This week, kids will 
learn about the invitation to “The Banquet.” Kids gather in the 
Carmel rooms from 6:45 - 8:00 pm. For more information, contact 
jennifer@padreserra.org or christine@padreserra.org 

Everyone from 14 to 18 is welcome!  
4:12 ~ October 11 
Youth group gatherings return! Join Brett and peer leaders for fun 
and fellowship on Wednesdays from 7:30 - 9:00 pm in San Juan 
Capistrano rooms. Follow us on Instagram @youthpsp for more 
information, or contact brett@padreserra.org  
Confirmation Y1 ~ October 8 
We will gather for liturgy at 11:00 am, followed by lunch in the San 

High School

Children

Chronic Pain Support Group ~ October 9 
Living (or suffering) with chronic pain is a challenge that can strain 
both spirits and relationships, but that journey can be lightened by 
those who understand. Join us as we share our stories, resources, and 
other life tips. We offer one another comfort, hope, and support, 
journeying toward God’s loving peace. Second Monday, 10:30 am. 
Marcia mjgalles@gmail.com or  
Dave dave.mccormick.mba@gmail.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/chronic-pain  
Racial Justice Ministry ~ October 9 
Our mission and vision is to promote dialogue and actionable change 
for racial justice within our parish, the Ventura County community, 
and beyond. We advocate to be intentionally anti-racist through 
study, conversation, and action to ensure diversity, racial equity, and 
inclusion for people of color. We envision a racially just, inclusive, 
and equitable community for all. Second Monday of each month 
from 6:00 - 7:30 pm, San Fernando room. cynthia@padreserra.org  
Gospel Hangout ~ October 10, 11 
Virtual hangout to read Sunday’s gospel and reflect on how Jesus 
and his message intersect with our lives. Tuesdays, 11:30 am - 12:30 
pm, Wednesdays, 7:00 - 8:00 pm. For Zoom link: Teresa 
teresa@padreserra.org. Visit www.padreserra.org/faith-sharing  
Meditative Movement ~ October 10, 12 
Women and men of any age are invited to join instructor Sheila 
Montgomery for meditative movement: Tai Chi Tuesdays, 2:00 - 
2:45 pm $5/class, and Yoga Thursdays, 2:00 - 2:45 $10/class. Serra 
Center. Sheila Montgomery sheilam274@yahoo.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/meditative-movement  
Centering Prayer ~ October 11, 18, 25 
Silence is God’s language. Centering Prayer is a contemplative, 
silent prayer that opens us up to experience God’s presence within 
us, both a relationship with God and a discipline to foster that 
relationship. Come and rest with God! Wednesdays at 6:45 pm, San 
Juan Bautista room. Vivian Patrick, (805) 377·0704, 
vpatv@outlook.com. Visit www.padreserra.org/prayer  

Adults

Every confirmed teen and young adult is welcome! 
Peer Leaders ~ October 10, 17 
Peer leaders help engage our youth and Confirmation 
candidates by acting as mentors and facilitators 
during our weekly confirmation sessions, annual 
retreats, and at 4:12 youth nights. We usually meet 
on Tuesdays at 7:00 pm. If you are confirmed, 14 to 39 years old, 
and interested in joining, contact brett@padreserra.org. To sign up, 
scan QR Code or visit www.padreserra.org/peer-leaders

Peer Leaders

Juan Capistrano rooms, and conclude with our sessions in the Serra 
Center. Contact youth@padreserra.org for more information.  
Confirmation Y2 ~ Weekly Ministry has begun! 
If you have not yet gotten started or have any questions regarding 
sessions, please get in touch with youth@padreserra.org or 
tere@padreserra.org

https://www.instagram.com/pspyouth/
https://www.padreserra.org/peer-leaders.html
https://www.padreserra.org/chronic-pain.html
https://www.padreserra.org/faith-sharing.html
https://www.padreserra.org/meditative-movement.html
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Pray for Our Sick 
Mary Ahearn, Blanca Alegría de Rivera, Hector Alvarado, Calvin 
Apodaca, Clinton Baker Jr., Joanne M. Blayney, Mary Rose Boral, 
Joaquin Cardonez, Michelle Cervantes, Ben Fisco, Rita Fonseca, 
Joanie Forte, Tim Graf, Jasna Haller, Don Horcher, Barbara 
Humphreys, Joyette Jagolino, Max Lippel, Maria Maldonado, Dave 
McDonnell, Bob McNally, Amy Moeller, Mary Mullen, Binh Ninh, 
Maria Luisa Orelan, Angela Ortiz, David Padberg, Jeanne Padre, 
Brixton Pena, Dave Proett, Edward Quila, Ritchelle Ramirez, Steve 
Ridley, Mike Robles, Dorothy Simmons, Kimberly Valentine, Terri 
Vosper and Rita Wronkiewicz. (Names are refreshed monthly.) 
 
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently: 
Mary Castillo, RIP 
Luke Mueller, RIP 
John (Jack) Sheehan, RIP 
May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus. 

Prayer Life

Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
Matthew 21:33-43 ~ Parable of the Vineyard 
The parable of the vineyard highlights the theme of God’s ownership 
and care over His creation. The vineyard symbolizes God’s kingdom, 
and the tenants represent humanity’s responsibility to steward it. 
What fruit is God calling you to bear in your life? What keeps you 
from fully producing this fruit? Are there things in your life that God 
might be building unexpectedly? What “stones” might you be 
inadvertently rejecting?

Faith Sharing Question

Funerals
   • Shari Edie ~ October 7, 10:00 am 
   • Lorraine Radabaugh ~ October 17, 10:00 am 
   • John (Jack) Sheehan ~ October 18, 10:00 am 
   • Christine Kennedy ~ November 7, 10:00 am 
   • Patricia Andrus ~ November 10, 11:00 am 
   • Edward Mora ~ November 18, 10:00 am 
For more information, visit www.padreserra.org/funerals 

In the Community
Health Fair ~ October 14 
Your opportunity to connect with resources and talk with 
representatives from various local agencies such as the County of 
Ventura, Alzheimer’s Association, Camarillo Healthcare District, and 
more. Flu and tetanus vaccinations are also available. 10:00 am - 
2:00 pm, St. Columba’s on Las Posas Rd. Questions: 
teri@terihelton.com 
 
La Reina Open House ~ October 29 
La Reina is a Catholic college preparatory school in Thousand Oaks 
for young women grades 6 - 12 sponsored by Sisters of Notre Dame 
since 1964. Bring your daughter to discover the all-girls advantage. 
11:00 am - 2:00 pm. www.lareina.com/admissions/visit-afteroh

Cancer Support Group ~ October 12 
We provide hope, empowerment, love, and prayer in a comforting 
atmosphere of encouragement. It is a safe environment for people 
touched by cancer to connect with others in a productive and 
spiritual way. Second Thursday, 6:30 - 8:00 pm, San Fernando room. 
Contact teresa@padeserra.org. Visit www.padreserra.org/cancer  
Writers Group ~ October 13, 20, 27 
We gather. We pray. We write. If you enjoy writing, you are welcome 
to share your work any Friday and listen to others’ inspiring writing. 
Fridays 10:00 am - 12:00 pm, San Fernando room. Linda Lowe 
calmest1@verizon.net. Visit www.padreserra.org/writers  
Seeds of Faith ~ October 16 
SEEDS (Sisters ~ Embracing ~ Enlightening ~ Daughters of Faith) is 
a monthly evening of spirituality for women who want to grow 
deeper in faith and affirm our mission and worth as God’s daughters 
and Jesus’ disciples. Third Monday, 7:00 - 8:30 pm, San Miguel 
room. Gwen gwendolynjoy1@hotmail.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/seeds  
Camarillo Catholic Seniors ~ October 18 
Insurance ... a tedious yet important aspect of life. Kathleen 
MacAller, president of Teller & MacAller Insurance Services, will 
share about Medicare changes in the new year, supplemental 
insurance, and more. All are invited for refreshments provided by 
AlmaVia at 9:45 am, followed by the presentation at 10:00, Serra 
Center. Questions: Jan Pirkl janpirkl@yahoo.com

In honor of Christian Taylor Apadoca,  
Postulant of Franciscan Friars of Renewal 
     Robyn Apadoca 
In loving memory of Shari Edie 
     Gifted to St .Vincent de Paul Ministry 
     Mike & Georgia Robles 
In loving memory of Chris Kennedy 
     Gifted to St. Vincent de Paul Ministry 
     Mike & Georgia Robles

Memorial & Honorarium

Our warmest welcome to our newest registered parishioners! May 
you find faith, fellowship, love, and peace. 
       • Shehan de Silva & Sharinka de Zoysa 
       • Jim & Margaret Swisher 
       • Anthony & Alexandria Alamillo and Averie 
       • Holly Moody and Mila Bibian 
       • Julian & Stephanie Rodriguez, Ezra & Olivia 
       • Mark & Irma Arellano, Adriana & Gabriel 
       • Darlene Navarro and Ryan 
       • Samantha Navarro & Gabriel Ibarra and Grayson 
       • Jamal & Cynthia Labbé and Grayson 
If you are not yet registered or have moved, dropped your landline, 
added a cellphone or email, or have adult children who have moved 
out, please keep us updated. If you live alone, provide us with an 
emergency contact. Contact Sister Lana at (805) 482·6417 x320 or 
srlana@padreserra.org

Welcome!

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/100823.cfm
https://www.lareina.com/admissions/visit-afteroh
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CSDK BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
Catherine Jose
Insurance | Life, Annuity and Investment | Small Group 
Families | Individuals | Social Media Management Services

Cathy@csdkbusinesssolutions.com
820.203.4383 | 747.389.4177  CA DOI LIC # 428224

OFFSHORE HOUSECLEANING
General cleaning • Deep cleaning • Organizing
Office cleaning • Rental cleaning • and MORE!

805-775-5508

California

CatholicMatch.com/CA

Mary Gregoryk | Dan McAllister
www.YourBestEdge.com

Transparency & Innovation in Real Estate Sales

clientcare@yourbestedge.com
805-329-5330

 Found It Homes, Inc. Parishioner
Unique Process; Extraordinary Results

DRE #01863865 DRE #01386066

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME Tara Holley

 
tholley@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2134

MEMOIR GHOSTWRITER FOR HIRE
Your Life Story - Your Legacy - It's Time

 � Personal & Family Stories
 � Spiritual Stories
 � Business Stories
 � Publishing Support

Bryan Basamanowicz
805-901-4566
www.bryanbwriting.com

VENTURA EYE INSTITUTE
250,000 HAPPY PATIENTS250,000 HAPPY PATIENTS

Michael T. Ragen, M.D.
Advanced Cataract & Eyelid Surgery

3801 Las Posas Rd.,  Ste. # 112, Camarillo, CA 93010
(805) 388-1211

333 N Lantana St. Ste 134 • Camarillo, CA 93010



IVYLAWNFUNERALHOME.COM

Ivy Lawn Memorial Park & Funeral Home
Ventura County's Only Historical District Cemetery

We are at your service!
Dignified, Funeral Services, Burials, & Cremations

805.642.1111
FD2156

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com              Padre Serra Church, Camarillo, CA              A 4C 05-4061

1203 Flynn Rd. Suite 270, Camarillo, CA 93012
Each RE/MAX Office is independently owned & operated.  

Al Limón, Broker
805-901-3640
DRE#00918596 
teamallimon@gmail.com

Bianca Carrera, Realtor®

805-797-1870
DRE#02022644

teamallimon.com

We help you with your real estate needs.

805-484-2705
4043 Mission Oaks Blvd., Camarillo
camarillochildrensdentalgroup.com

Creating bright smiles

Home Care for Independent Living
• Live In Home Care • Flexible Hourly Care

• 24 Hour Care • Dementia Care
• Assistance With Mobility • Companionship

• Personal Assistance • Errands
• Shopping • Meal Preparation

Dan Nathanson 
Owner

homehelpershomecare.com/thousandoaks • 805.777.8111
RATED #1 IN SENIOR CARE & BEST OF THE BEST FOR 5 STRAIGHT YEARS BY ENTREPRENEUR MAGAZINE | BONDED & INSURED, CA LIC#564700071

$100 OFF
First Month’s

Invoice
Must mention this ad. First time

clients only. Cannot be combined
with any other offers.

20% OFF
First Week of

Services
Must mention this ad. First time

clients only. Cannot be combined
with any other offers.
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