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Genuine Discipleship 
 
Dear friends on the journey, 
 
For several weeks now our gospels have been focused on Jesus’ ministry in Judea and Jerusalem. His 
teachings and miracles have created considerable tension with the Jewish religious leaders who feel  
challenged by Jesus’ authority. Jesus has not backed down to this point and in today’s gospel, he calls out the 
scribes and Pharisees about their own preaching that is not backed up by their practice. They seem to have the 
proverbial “do as I say, not as I do” attitude. 
 
As important as those words were then, they are equally important for us today. Jesus challenges us to gauge 
our own attitude of “walking the talk.” He invites us to reflect on our religious integrity by asking ourselves: 
Do my words and actions match up? In what area of my life might I be a hypocrite, preaching but not acting 
accordingly? Am I condemning those who cast judgment on others all the while judging my next-door 
neighbor’s yard ? Am I quick to point out others who complain and in the next breath grumble about a 
relative’s behavior? There’s the old joke about Catholics who have just gone to Mass and navigate the parking 
lot like the devil. Am I outwardly appearing to be a good Christian but lack the true motivation? Or am I 
simply unaware that a deeper relationship can exist with God? I call this being religious but not spiritual. I 
realized this was my early Catholic faith experience, until about twelve years ago when I had an “aha” 
moment that I was “doing” all the right things but lacked a true personal relationship with God.  
 
In reality, it happens to all of us but, as Christian disciples, we are called to a higher standard, to move beyond 
just following the commandments, rules, and checking the boxes, nor concerning ourselves with saying the 
right words, wearing the tassels, and having the titles. Living out our faith goes beyond just words or rituals.  
 
Living out our faith is about how we connect with others and lead by example. Today’s second reading from I 
Thessalonians gives us a model to live out and share our faith through loving relationships, like a mother’s 
care for her children, through heartfelt, genuine connections with others. Discipleship is not a one-time 
agreement. Rather it is a life of humble servanthood, a lifelong journey of mini conversions and aha moments 
that stretch us, that bring about spiritual growth, and that deepen our personal relationship with God. 
Discipleship is the ongoing review and adjustment of our lives to align ourselves with Jesus’ teachings and 
example. 
 
That strengthened relationship with God will then be authentically reflected in 
our words, actions, and relationships. True faith shines in our actions, our care 
of one another, and our commitment to living by the values we profess. 
 
Siempre Adelante, 

 
 
 
 

Teresa Runyon 
Pastoral Associate
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Age 3 to Grade 8. 
 
Cherubs Music Program ~ We are back! 
For kids in Preschool through Grade 2. Did you know that the most 
critical age for a child’s music development is from birth to age 9? 
Preregistration is required. Please email Lisa at 
cherubs@padreserra.org for more information. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/cherubs 
 
Stay and Play ~ November 5, 12 and December 3, 
10, 17 
Ms. Soraya and helpers will lovingly care for your 
little one (12- 36 months) while you attend Mass. 
Stop by to see all the toys and fun. You are welcome 
to stay to be sure your toddler is settled. No-cost 
service. Sundays during the 9:00 am and 11:00 am Masses. Gather in 
Carmel rooms.  
 
Little Church ~ November 5, 12 and December 3, 10, 17 
Age 3 through Kindergarten. Sunday preschool during the 9:00 am 
and 11:00 am Mass. Children learn so much! From the Sign of the 
Cross to the Bible stories, songs, and more. It’s super fun to make 
friends and be at Church on Sundays! Registrations for the new 
program year are now open; visit www.padreserra.org/registration. 
For more information, contact soraya@padreserra.org 
 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word ~ Offered during 11:00 am Mass 
Grades 1 - 5. Children are invited to listen to the readings and 
Gospel, read and explained at their level. No preregistration is 
required. Leaders Needed! No Experience is Necessary; contact 
tere@padreserra.org for more information. 
 
Spark! ~ November 6 and 8 
Grades 1 - 5. This week, the children will learn about our “Longing 
for the Living God.” For more information, contact 
jennifer@padreserra.org or christine@padreserra.org 
 
Children’s & Middle School Choir ~ Registration is open! 
All children grades 3 to 8 are invited! No experience is necessary. 
Weekly rehearsals, every Wednesday, 5:00 pm. For more info, visit 
www.padreserra.org/cmsc 
 
Three:Sixteen ~ November 8 
Middle school ministry ~ Grades 6, 7, and 8. This week, the children 
will learn about our “Longing for the Living God.” Kids gather from 
6:45 to 8:00 pm in the Carmel rooms. For more information, please 
get in touch with tere@padreserra.org 

Everyone from 14 to 18 is welcome! 
 
4:12 ~ Everyone 14 to 18 is welcome! 
Youth group gatherings return! Join Brett and peer leaders for fun 
and fellowship on Wednesdays from 7:30 - 9:00 pm in San Juan 
Capistrano rooms. Follow us on Instagram @pspyouth for more 
information, or contact brett@padreserra.org 
 
Confirmation Y1 ~ November 5 
We will gather for liturgy at 11:00 am, followed by lunch, and 
conclude with our sessions in the Serra Center. Contact 
youth@padreserra.org for more information. 
 
Confirmation Y2 ~ Weekly Ministry 
If you have not yet gotten started or have any questions regarding 
sessions, please get in touch with youth@padreserra.org or 
tere@padreserra.org

High School

Everyone 18 to 39ish is welcome! www.padreserra.org/young-adults 
 
Bible Study and More ~ November 15 
We gather on the first and third Thursday of the month from 7:00 - 
9:00 pm. We do a Bible study on the first Thursday, and on the third 
Thursday, we play a game. See our Instagram @pspyoungadult for 
other events! Contact brett@padreserra.org

Young Adults

Children

Bible Faith Share ~ November 6, 13, 20, 27 
Faith sharing on Sunday’s readings, Mondays 8:45 - 9:45 am, San 
Juan Capistrano room. Sherry Reynolds sherryr2256@gmail.com. 
Visit www.padreserra.org/faith-sharing  
 
Bible Study ~ November 7, 14, 21, 28 
Dr. Ford leads a weekly study of the upcoming Sunday readings, 
which helps us better understand scripture, the Gospel message, and 
how it applies to our lives. Resource books are available for 
purchase, or bring your Bible or smart device. 8:30 - 9:30 am, Serra 
Center. Contact Paul Ford paulfford@stjohnsem.edu  

Adults

Every confirmed teen and young adult is welcome! 
 
Peer Leaders ~ November 16 
Peer leaders help engage our youth and Confirmation 
candidates by acting as mentors and facilitators 
during our weekly confirmation sessions, annual 
retreats, and at 4:12 youth nights. We usually meet on Tuesdays at 
7:00 pm. If you are confirmed, 14 to 39 years old, and interested in 
joining, contact brett@padreserra.org. To sign up, scan the QR Code 
or visit www.padreserra.org/peer-leaders

Peer Leaders

Family
La Posada ~ December 4 
Visit www.padreserra.org/posada
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Pray for Our Sick 
Mary Ahearn, Blanca Alegría de Rivera, Hector Alvarado, Angela 
Aparicio, Calvin Apodaca, Joaquin Cardonez, Michelle Cervantes, 
Fermin Cortes, Tere Delgado, Ben Fisco, Bobby Floyd Jr., Bobby 
Floyd III, Rita Fonseca, Joanie Forte, Jose Galvan, Tim Graf, Wendy 
Grasso, Jasna Haller, Barbara Humphrey, Kate Johnson, Amber 
Lewing, Matthew Lewing, Sheila Lewing-Floyd, Max Lippel, Maria 
Maldonado, Dave McDonnell, Bob McNally, Amy Moeller, Mary 
Mullen, Binh Ninh, Maria Dave Proett, Steve Ridley, Mike Robles, 
Laurie Schulze, Dorothy Simmons, Kimberly Valentine, Terri Vosper 
and Jerry Zins Sr. (Names are refreshed monthly.) 
 
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently: 
Nita Augustin, RIP 
Bob Dickie, RIP 
Mary Ruth Sanchez, RIP 
May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus.  
 
Funerals 
   • Mary Castillo ~ November 4, 10:00 am 
   • Christine Kennedy ~ November 7, 10:00 am 
   • Patricia Andrus ~ November 10, 11:00 am 
   • Edward Mora ~ November 18, 10:00 am 
For more information, visit www.padreserra.org/funerals

Prayer Life

Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
Matthew 23:1-12 ~ True discipleship is based on conversion. 
Jesus criticizes the religious leaders for not practicing what they 
preach. This theme highlights the importance of congruency between 
one’s words and actions in religious life. Do I practice what I 
preach? Am I receptive to God’s message in my life, allowing it to 
affect me deeply? How can I avoid seeking material gain or praise in 
my efforts to share my faith?

Faith Sharing Question

Becoming Catholic
Various Paths to Becoming Catholic 
The process of becoming a Catholic is not one-size-fits-all. It always 
considers each person’s unique background, circumstances, and 
needs. Have you been thinking about investigating becoming 
Catholic but have not yet taken the step to email or call the parish? 
Now is the time to meet Mary to explore the possibilities and create 
a plan for you. Or perhaps you want to learn more about your 
spouse’s faith. It’s OK to “test the waters” by attending an Inquiry 
meeting or two to see what it’s like. We meet every other Tuesday 
evening in a relaxed setting where you can ask all your questions 
without judgment or pressure to join the Church. Call or email Mary 
Huebner today for more information: (805) 482·6417 x321 or 
becomingcatholic@padreserra.org. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/becoming-catholic

Giving
Eucharistic Ministers Needed 
St. John’s Pleasant Valley Hospital is in need of Eucharistic 
Ministers to bring communion to patients on Wednesdays and 
Fridays. Current qualified ministers are encouraged. Orientation and 
training provided. Questions: Liz Leung eksleung@aol.com 

Other Notes

Phishing Alert 
Scammers posing as Fr. Patrick are sending fraudulent emails and 
texts. Perpetrators use various techniques to gain your trust and may 
provide specific instructions, which, if followed, could result in 
monetary loss. Do Not Become a Victim. Fr. Patrick, or any other 
member of Padre Serra Parish, will never request money from any 
parishioner by email or text. Please do not email or text these 
individuals, divulge personal information, or provide money/credit 
card/gift card payments. When in doubt, contact us to authenticate 
the text message.  Please forward any questionable emails/text 
screenshots claiming to be from Fr. Patrick to gaby@padreserra.org. 
Visit www.padreserra.org/scams

Healing from Divorce ~ November 7, 21 
A support group for those dealing with divorce, whether in the 
earliest stages of grief, the initial stages of coping with severe 
changes, or through the worst of it and now looking to move 
forward, grow, and serve. First and third Tuesday of the month, 7:00 
- 8:30 pm, Zoom. Cynthia cynthia@padreserra.org. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/divorce 
 
Cancer Support Group ~ November 9 
We provide hope, empowerment, love, and prayer in a comforting 
atmosphere of encouragement. It is a safe environment for people 
touched by cancer to connect with others in a productive and 
spiritual way. Second Thursday, 6:30 - 8:00 pm, San Fernando room. 
Contact teresa@padeserra.org. Visit www.padreserra.org/cancer 
 
Chronic Pain Support Group ~ November 13 
Living (or suffering) with chronic pain is a challenge that can strain 
both spirits and relationships, but that journey can be lightened by 
those who understand. Join us as we share our stories, resources, and 
other life tips. We offer one another comfort, hope, and support, 
journeying toward God’s loving peace. Second Monday, 10:30 am. 
Marcia mjgalles@gmail.com or Dave 
dave.mccormick.mba@gmail.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/chronic-pain
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CSDK BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
Catherine Jose
Insurance | Life, Annuity and Investment | Small Group 
Families | Individuals | Social Media Management Services

Cathy@csdkbusinesssolutions.com
820.203.4383 | 747.389.4177  CA DOI LIC # 428224

OFFSHORE HOUSECLEANING
General cleaning • Deep cleaning • Organizing
Office cleaning • Rental cleaning • and MORE!

805-775-5508

California

CatholicMatch.com/CA

Mary Gregoryk | Dan McAllister
www.YourBestEdge.com

Transparency & Innovation in Real Estate Sales

clientcare@yourbestedge.com
805-329-5330

 Found It Homes, Inc. Parishioner
Unique Process; Extraordinary Results

DRE #01863865 DRE #01386066

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME Tara Holley

 
tholley@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2134

MEMOIR GHOSTWRITER FOR HIRE
Your Life Story - Your Legacy - It's Time

 � Personal & Family Stories
 � Spiritual Stories
 � Business Stories
 � Publishing Support

Bryan Basamanowicz
805-901-4566
www.bryanbwriting.com

VENTURA EYE INSTITUTE
250,000 HAPPY PATIENTS250,000 HAPPY PATIENTS

Michael T. Ragen, M.D.
Advanced Cataract & Eyelid Surgery

3801 Las Posas Rd.,  Ste. # 112, Camarillo, CA 93010
(805) 388-1211

333 N Lantana St. Ste 134 • Camarillo, CA 93010



IVYLAWNFUNERALHOME.COM

Ivy Lawn Memorial Park & Funeral Home
Ventura County's Only Historical District Cemetery

We are at your service!
Dignified, Funeral Services, Burials, & Cremations

805.642.1111
FD2156
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1203 Flynn Rd. Suite 270, Camarillo, CA 93012
Each RE/MAX Office is independently owned & operated.  

Al Limón, Broker
805-901-3640
DRE#00918596 
teamallimon@gmail.com

Bianca Carrera, Realtor®

805-797-1870
DRE#02022644

teamallimon.com

We help you with your real estate needs.

        

805-484-2705
4043 Mission Oaks Blvd., Camarillo
camarillochildrensdentalgroup.com

Creating bright smiles

Home Care for Independent Living
• Live In Home Care • Flexible Hourly Care

• 24 Hour Care • Dementia Care
• Assistance With Mobility • Companionship

• Personal Assistance • Errands
• Shopping • Meal Preparation

Dan Nathanson 
Owner

homehelpershomecare.com/thousandoaks • 805.777.8111
RATED #1 IN SENIOR CARE & BEST OF THE BEST FOR 5 STRAIGHT YEARS BY ENTREPRENEUR MAGAZINE | BONDED & INSURED, CA LIC#564700071

$100 OFF
First Month’s

Invoice
Must mention this ad. First time

clients only. Cannot be combined
with any other offers.

20% OFF
First Week of

Services
Must mention this ad. First time

clients only. Cannot be combined
with any other offers.
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