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Thanksgiving Reflections 
 
When the archangel, Raphael, finally revealed his identity to Tobit, he said to him, “One must declare the works 
of God and give thanks with due honor” (Tobit 12:7). And Tobit responded, in part, “Now consider what [God] 
has done for you, and give thanks with full voice. Bless the Lord of righteousness, and exalt the King of the 
ages.”  
 
There is a rightness to this – and it’s good for us, too! 
 
In past years for this Thanksgiving column, I’ve come up with lists of many things for which I’m grateful, which 
are all saved on my computer. I took the time to review them before sitting down to write this to you. Curiously, 
just reading them made me happy all over again. But that actually makes sense. Studies by therapists 
demonstrate consistently that gratitude, helps our sleep, lifts our mood, and boosts our immunity to sickness. If 
we are unhappy, thankfulness lessens our depression. It reduces our anxiety, and decreases the effects of chronic 
pain. And, as I experienced myself, according to Harvard Health Publishing, giving thanks helps us be happier. 
 
One exercise, in particular, had a most profound effect – writing and personally delivering a letter of gratitude to 
a person in your life who deserved, but didn’t receive, sufficient thanks for their kindness. This activity tested out 
as having one of the longest lasting contentment and happiness bumps. I encourage you to review the years of 
your life, and identify a few people to express, in letters, your deep appreciation for who they have been and 
what they have done for you, and experience the satisfaction that comes from that. 
 
Of course, I can’t encourage you enough to express gratitude to your spouse, significant other, parents or 
children. They need to hear it, and we need to say it. Please don’t wait for people to reach out to you. Take the 
responsibility to establish contact with them, to share how you appreciate them, to hear what’s new in their lives, 
and to share what’s important in your own. 
 
Above all, as Tobit learns and reiterates, gratitude to God is paramount. We’ve been told to make our requests of 
God for our needs, and it’s right that we should do so. Our prayer, though, needs to be much more than requests. 
Praise of God is always right, and so are prayers of gratitude. Every grace, every blessing, every talent, every joy 
is God’s gift to us. To take stock of them regularly, and to express our appreciation for them is right and just. 
 
I hope that this Thanksgiving is a warm and happy time for you and your friends.  
 
My prayer is that you have many, many reasons to be grateful, that your memory 
serves you well in recalling them, and that your relationship with God is renewed 
and strengthened as you give God thanks. 
 
Siempre adelante, 

 
 
 
 

Fr. Patrick 
Pastor
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Age 3 to Grade 8.  
Stay and Play ~ December 3, 10, 17 
12 - 36 months. Stay and play will take a short 
break this Sunday, November 19 and 26. Have a 
safe and blessed Thanksgiving. We return on 
Sunday, December 3. For more information, contact 
soraya@padreserra.org  
Cherubs Music Program ~ We are back! 
For kids in Preschool through Grade 2. Did you know that the most 
critical age for a child's music development is from birth to age 9? 
Preregistration is required. Contact Lisa, cherubs@padreserra.org. 
Visit www.padreserra.org/cherubs  
Little Church ~ December 3, 10, 17 
Little Church will take a short break this Sunday, November 19 and 
26. Have a safe and blessed Thanksgiving. We return on Sunday, 
December 3. Registrations for the new program year are now open; 
visit www.padreserra.org/registration. For more information, contact 
soraya@padreserra.org  
Children’s Liturgy of the Word ~ December 3, 10, 17 
Grades 1 - 5. Offered during 11:00 am Mass. Children are invited to 
listen to the readings and Gospel, read and explained at their level. 
No preregistration is required. Leaders Needed! No Experience 
Necessary; contact tere@padreserra.org for more information.  
Spark! 
Grades 1 - 5. No session this week. May you have a blessed and 
joyful Thanksgiving. For more information, contact 
jennifer@padreserra.org or christine@padreserra.org  
Children’s & Middle School Choir 
All children grades 3 to 8 are invited! No experience is necessary. 
Weekly rehearsals, every Wednesday, 5:00 pm. For more info, visit 
www.padreserra.org/cmsc  
Three-Sixteen 
Middle school ministry ~ Grades 6, 7, and 8. No session this week; 
we will gather for our family and parish events during the month of 
December. For more information, please get in touch with 
tere@padreserra.org

Everyone from 14 to 18 is welcome!  
4:12 ~ Everyone 14 to 18 is welcome! 
Youth group gatherings return! Join Brett and peer leaders for fun 
and fellowship on Wednesdays from 7:30 - 9:00 pm in San Juan 
Capistrano rooms. Follow us on Instagram @pspyouth for more 
information, or contact brett@padreserra.org  
Confirmation Y1 - December 3 
No sessions today. Year 1 will gather once again on December 3 for 
liturgy at 11:00 am, followed by lunch, and conclude with our 
sessions in the Serra Center. For more information, Contact 
youth@padreserra.org 

High School

Children

Seeds of Faith ~ November 20 
SEEDS (Sisters ~ Embracing ~ Enlightening ~ Daughters of Faith) 
is a monthly evening of spirituality for women who want to grow 
deeper in faith and affirm our mission and worth as God’s daughters 
and Jesus’ disciples. Third Monday, 7:00 - 8:30 pm, San Miguel 
room. Gwen gwendolynjoy1@hotmail.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/seeds   
Conversational Spanish ~ November 21 
We gather to share faith, fun, and Spanish. Come learn and practice 
Spanish vocabulary, grammar, and conversation to help you gain 
confidence and feel more comfortable in everyday situations. All 
levels are welcome. First and third Tuesday, 9:45 - 10:45 am, San 
Fernando room. Patricia  spanish@padreserra.org   
Healing after Divorce ~ November 21 
A support group for those dealing with divorce, whether in the 
earliest stages of grief, the initial stages of coping with severe 
changes, or through the worst of it and now looking to move 
forward, grow, and serve. First and third Tuesday, 7:00 - 8:30 pm, 
Zoom. Cynthia cynthia@padreserra.org. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/divorce   
St. Vincent de Paul ~ November 28 
Looking for a way to give back? Want to make a difference in 
someone’s life? Consider St. Vincent de Paul, our parish’s outreach 
ministry to the poor, hungry, homeless, and needy in our midst. Join 
their meeting on the second and fourth Tuesday, 7:00 pm, Carmel 
room. svdp@padreserra.org  
Caregivers Support Group ~ November 28 
Caregiving often calls us to lean into love we didn’t know possible 
(Tia Walker). It can also be tiresome and lonely. Don’t do it alone. 
Our Caritas group supports those caring for an aging parent, spouse, 
or relative. Fourth Tuesday, 7:00 pm, San Fernando room. Contact 
Patricia sentclan@gmail.com. Visit www.padreserra.org/caritas  
 
Illuman ~ November 29 
Founded in 2012 by the Franciscan mystic and teacher Richard Rohr, 
Illuman exists to help men do their inner, spiritual work to become 
healthier and more authentic human beings. Our chapter offers 

Adults

Every confirmed teen and young adult is welcome!  
Friendsgiving ~ November 21 
Past and present peer leaders are invited to join us 
for a “Thanksgiving with friends.” We meet 
Tuesdays at 6:30 pm. If you are confirmed, 14 to 39 
years old, and interested in joining, contact 
brett@padreserra.org. To sign up, scan the QR Code 
or visit www.padreserra.org/peer-leaders

Peer Leaders

Confirmation Y2 
Weekly Ministry has begun. If you have not yet gotten started or 
have any questions regarding sessions, please get in touch with 
youth@padreserra.org or tere@padreserra.org
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Pray for Our Sick 
Mary Ahearn, Blanca Alegría de Rivera, Hector Alvarado, Ronald 
Anthony, Angela Aparicio, Calvin Apodaca, Nicole Barrera, Myra 
Beltran, Joaquin Cardonez, Michelle Cervantes, Fermin Cortes, Tere 
Delgado, Ben Fisco, Bobby Floyd Jr., Bobby Floyd III, Rita 
Fonseca, Joanie Forte, Helen Galang, Jose Galvan, Tim Graf, Wendy 
Grasso, Jasna Haller, Barbara Humphrey, Kate Johnson, Michael 
Johnson, Amber Lewing, Matthew Lewing, Sheila Lewing-Floyd, 
Max Lippel, Maria Maldonado, Dave McDonnell, Bob McNally, 
Thomas Mingay, Amy Moeller, Mary Mullen, Ruben Nieva, Binh 
Ninh, Maria Dave Proett, Steve Ridley, Mike Robles, Laurie 
Schulze, Irene Siddons, Dorothy Simmons, Kimberly Valentine, 
Terri Vosper, Rita Wronkiewicz and Jerry Zins Sr. (Names are 
refreshed monthly.)  
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently: 
Pete Badva, RIP 
Emory Carney, RIP 
Joyce Magnus, RIP 
Sherwin Milliman, RIP 
May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus.   
Funerals 
   • Edward Mora ~ November 18, 10:00 am 
   • Nenita Agustin ~ November 21, 10:00 am 
For more information, visit www.padreserra.org/funerals

Prayer Life

Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
Mt 25:14-30 ~ Be ready and proactive! 
Both the passages from 1 Thessalonians and Matthew stress 
readiness and proactive behavior, which requires continual self-
assessment and action. How do you prepare for unpredictable events 
in your life, spiritual or otherwise? What are some concrete steps you 
can take to be more proactive in your spiritual life?

Faith Sharing Question

Becoming Catholic
Various Paths to Becoming Catholic 
Becoming Catholic is not a one-size-fits-all process. Each seeker’s 
religious background and experience are considered when discerning 
what path will best meet individual needs. If you would like to 
discuss what will work for you, please contact Mary Huebner. You 
will receive a warm and friendly welcome! (805) 482·6417 x321 or 
becomingcatholic@padreserra.org. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/becoming-catholic

Save the Date
    • Advent Reconciliation ~ December 6 
       Visit www.padreserra.org/advent 
   • Feast of the Immaculate Conception ~ December 8 
       Visit www.padreserra.org/immaculate 
   • Our Lady of Guadalupe ~ December 12 
      Visit www.padreserra.org/guadalupe 
   • Simbang Gabi ~ December 17 
      Visit www.padreserra.org/simbang-gabi

Giving
Catholic Campaign for Human Development 
Founded to break the cycle of poverty in the United States, CCHD, 
with your support of this collection, brings change to communities 
across the country and empowers those living in poverty to identify 
and address the obstacles they face in bringing permanent and 
positive change to their communities. Please prayerfully consider 
how you are able to help CCHD work on the margins. More 
information about the Catholic Campaign for Human Development 
can be found at www.usccb.org/nationalcollections. Contact 
pam@padreserra.org. Envelopes are in the church lobby or visit 
www.padreserra.org/human-development

In the Community
SEEK24 ~ January 1 - 5 
Sponsored by FOCUS, SEEK is a conference for college-aged 
Catholics to encounter Jesus through prayer, fellowship, inspiration, 
and entertainment. In addition to the collegiate track, adults beyond 
college can attend the Making Missionary Disciples track for 
training and resources for the ministry at home, work, and parish. 
Begin the new year in St. Louis, MO. Visit seek.focus.org

Other Notes
Have a blessed holiday! 
 The parish office will close at noon on Wednesday, November 22, 
and reopen on Saturday, November 25. If an emergency requires a 
priest, please call (805) 512·3208. 

personal growth and spiritual transformation opportunities, a 
liberating environment, support and brotherhood, and contemplative 
spirituality. Last Wednesday, 7:00 pm, San Miguel room. Dave 
dave.mccormick.mba@gmail.com. Visit www.padreserra.org/men  
Military Family Appreciation 
November begins a season of family celebrations. It's also a time to 
honor the military family. Military life imposes unique demands on 
them, and during these difficult times, they have exhibited 
exceptional sacrifice, resiliency, and courage. We thank all military 
families for their own sacrifices and support of service members, the 
military mission, and the nation. May God bless you all!

In loving memory of Lorraine Radabaugh 
     Gifted to St. Vincent de Paul Ministry 
     Helen Shields 
In loving memory of Chris Kennedy 
     Gifted to St. Vincent de Paul Ministry 
     Joe & Jane Riggio 
In loving memory of Christine Kennedy 
     Gifted to St. Vincent de Paul Ministry 
     Martin & Mary Mannason 
In loving memory of John Menne 
     Carolyn Menne 
In loving memory of Oscar Betham 
     Stephanie Ana Ballesteros

Memorial & Honorarium
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CSDK BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
Catherine Jose
Insurance | Life, Annuity and Investment | Small Group 
Families | Individuals | Social Media Management Services

Cathy@csdkbusinesssolutions.com
820.203.4383 | 747.389.4177  CA DOI LIC # 428224

OFFSHORE HOUSECLEANING
General cleaning • Deep cleaning • Organizing
Office cleaning • Rental cleaning • and MORE!

805-775-5508

California

CatholicMatch.com/CA

Mary Gregoryk | Dan McAllister
www.YourBestEdge.com

Transparency & Innovation in Real Estate Sales

clientcare@yourbestedge.com
805-329-5330

 Found It Homes, Inc. Parishioner
Unique Process; Extraordinary Results

DRE #01863865 DRE #01386066

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME Tara Holley

 
tholley@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2134

333 N Lantana St. Ste 134 • Camarillo, CA 93010

MEMOIR GHOSTWRITER FOR HIRE
Your Life Story - Your Legacy - It's Time

 � Personal & Family Stories
 � Spiritual Stories
 � Business Stories
 � Publishing Support

Bryan Basamanowicz
805-901-4566
www.bryanbwriting.com

Tracy & Carolina Guillen

(805) 482-3209
 www.esquirepm.com
 carolina@esquirepm.com

DRE# 01845754

Kathleen MacAller
Telling & MacAller Insurance Services

Group • Individual • Medicare
kathleen@tellmacinsurance.com

(805) 371-6276
5301-C. Mission Oaks Blvd., Camarillo, CA 93012

Parishioner in music, ministry since 1999

250,000 HAPPY PATIENTS250,000 HAPPY PATIENTS

Michael T. Ragen, M.D.
Advanced Cataract & Eyelid Surgery

3801 Las Posas Rd.,  Ste. # 112, Camarillo, CA 93010
(805) 388-1211



IVYLAWNFUNERALHOME.COM

Ivy Lawn Memorial Park & Funeral Home
Ventura County's Only Historical District Cemetery

We are at your service!
Dignified, Funeral Services, Burials, & Cremations

805.642.1111
FD2156

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com              Padre Serra Church, Camarillo, CA              A 4C 05-4061

1203 Flynn Rd. Suite 270, Camarillo, CA 93012
Each RE/MAX Office is independently owned & operated.  

Al Limón, Broker
805-901-3640
DRE#00918596 
teamallimon@gmail.com

Bianca Carrera, Realtor®

805-797-1870
DRE#02022644

teamallimon.com

We help you with your real estate needs.

        

805-484-2705
4043 Mission Oaks Blvd., Camarillo
camarillochildrensdentalgroup.com

Creating bright smiles

Home Care for Independent Living
• Live In Home Care • Flexible Hourly Care

• 24 Hour Care • Dementia Care
• Assistance With Mobility • Companionship

• Personal Assistance • Errands
• Shopping • Meal Preparation

Dan Nathanson 
Owner

homehelpershomecare.com/thousandoaks • 805.777.8111
RATED #1 IN SENIOR CARE & BEST OF THE BEST FOR 5 STRAIGHT YEARS BY ENTREPRENEUR MAGAZINE | BONDED & INSURED, CA LIC#564700071

$100 OFF
First Month’s

Invoice
Must mention this ad. First time

clients only. Cannot be combined
with any other offers.

20% OFF
First Week of

Services
Must mention this ad. First time

clients only. Cannot be combined
with any other offers.
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