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“Water quenches a flaming fire, 
 and alms atone for sins.” 

 
Our first reading has such a pithy ending, and is so pertinent for those of us who live in California. The 
double threat of wildfire and insufficient water constantly confront us. If only our careful husbanding of 
water in our homes, even if it’s only a small portion of the overall water use in the state, could preserve us 
from wild fires into the future. But that’s off message. 
 
The real point here is the effect of water on burning flames, blotting out access to oxygen and extinguishing 
the fire, while dissipating its lingering heat. It’s a lovely metaphor for the parallel effects of the generous 
support of the poor blotting out, literally wiping away our offenses. What a gift it is to have God’s pardon. 
What could we possibly do to earn it? 
 
In Sirach’s time, sacrifices were possible if sins were committed unwittingly (Lev 4), but there was no con-
fession or reconciliation, no rituals for the forgiveness of deliberate sin, except to stone the sinner. Even 
Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement (Lev 16), seems directed at ritual impurity, rather than moral offenses. 
So what is a poor sinner to do? – Well, give alms. 
 
So, as we now have the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the forgiveness of sins, should we still give alms? 
Absolutely! 
 
Many passages in the New Testament actively encourage almsgiving. When speaking on the value of doing 
good acts and praying in secret, Jesus simply presumes we are giving alms for the poor (Matt 6:2-4). When 
addressing the evils and bad inclinations that can pour forth from the heart, He directs us, “Give alms, and 
behold, everything will be clean for you” (Luke 11:41). When encouraging us to rely with greater trust on God, 
He instructs us to sell our belongings “and give alms” (Luke 12:33). In Acts 10:2, Luke recounts for us a 
story about a good man, Cornelius, a Gentile who is judged devout and God-fearing, in part because of his 
generous distribution of alms (Acts 10:2). Later in Acts (24:17), Paul defends himself to the governor, 
Felix, detailing his motive for returning to Jerusalem, which was to bring alms. 
 
There are so many ways to give alms. The parish’s special collections all aim at the care of different poor 
populations. Giving to the United Way also counts, as does supporting health care 
exploration – I’m thinking breast cancer research, in particular, but there are 
many other worthy efforts. Boys and Girls Clubs, scouting and youth sports are 
worthy recipients. And there is always our own St. Vincent de Paul Society and 
Many Meals to support. As always, be as generous as you are able! 
 
Siempre adelante, 

 
 

Fr. Patrick 
Pastor



Various Paths to Becoming Catholic 
Becoming Catholic is not a one-size-fits-all process. Each seeker’s 
religious background and experience are considered when discerning 
what path will best meet individual needs. If you would like to 
discuss what will work for you, please contact Mary Huebner. You 
will receive a warm and friendly welcome! (805) 482·6417 x321 or 
mary@padreserra.org. For more information, visit 
www.padreserra.org/rcia

Becoming Catholic
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12 months to Grade 8. 
 
Faith Formation Registration ~ Register today! 
Online registration is open for programs for children 
preschool through grade 12. Register as early as 
possible to reserve your child’s spot. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/registration 
 
Little Church’s Parent Orientation Meeting ~ September 11 
Sunday Preschool Parent Orientation meeting will be on Sunday, 
September 11 at 10:00 am, in the Carmel room. Come see what 
Little Church is all about! Children must be registered to attend; visit 
www.padreserra.org/registration. For information, contact Soraya 
soraya@padreserra.org 
 
Three:Sixteen, Middle School Ministry’s Kick-off ~ September 
10 
Kids entering grades 6, 7, and 8 are invited to join us. Make new 
friends or get reacquainted; we have many fun activities and games 
planned. Bring a friend! Saturday, September 10, 10:00 am - 4:00 
pm. Cost: $20.00. Contact Tere tere@padreserra.org

 Everyone 14 to 18 is welcome! youth@padreserra.org  
 
Confirmation Y1 
The weekly ministry continues during the summer; if you have not 
yet signed up for a ministry, contact youth@padreserra.org for a 
ministry assignment. Register online for the new program year at 
www.padreserra.org/registration

High School

Children
Gospel Hangout ~ August 30, 31 
Virtual hangout to read Sunday’s gospel and reflect on how Jesus 
and his message are intersecting with our lives. Tuesdays, 11:30 am - 
12:30 pm, Wednesdays 7:00 - 8:00 pm. For Zoom link: Teresa 
teresa@padreserra.org. Visit www.padreserra.org/faith-sharing 
 
Bereavement Support Group ~ September 1, 15 
Grief can be overwhelming and difficult to understand and navigate, 
but you don’t have to do it alone. Our bereavement support group 
offers mutual support to those who have lost a loved one through 
death. 10:00 am, San Fernando room. Betty Bright-Martinez  
(805) 407·3000, bettybright41@gmail.com, visit 
www.padreserra.org/bereavement 
 
Knitting Ministry ~ September 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
A fellowship and service ministry where all skill levels of knitting 
and crocheting are welcome. Thursdays, 10:00 am - 12:00 pm, 
Carmel room. Donna healthysneaker7@gmail.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/knit 
 
Writers Group ~ September 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
We gather. We pray. We write. If you enjoy writing, you are welcome 
to share your work any Friday and listen to others’ inspiring writing. 
Fridays 10:00 am- 12:00 pm, San Fernando room. Linda Lowe 
calmest1@verizon.net. Visit www.padreserra.org/writers  
 
Conversational Spanish ~ Returns September 6 
All levels and ages are welcome. Learn and practice conversational 
Spanish to communicate practically with friends, neighbors, and 
people in our community. We’ll also learn about prayers, songs, and 
traditions in the Mexican Catholic culture. Tuesdays, 9:45 - 10:45 
am, San Fernando room. Patricia patty.g.q14@gmail.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/spanish

Adults

Meet all of your child’s teachers this year 
As children head back to school, parents should make every effort to 
meet the people their children will come in contact with — from 
their classroom teachers to those who teach special subjects like art, 
music, or other extracurriculars. Make the effort to have a face-to-
face meeting with these people and know the school’s policies on 
abuse prevention and awareness. For more information, read the 
VIRTUS® article, “Three Things that Simply Must Be Done,” at 
lacatholics.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Back-to-school

Safeguard the Children

Every confirmed teen and young adult is welcome! 
 
Peer Leaders ~ Tuesdays 
Peer leaders help engage our youth and Confirmation candidates by 
acting as mentors and facilitators during our weekly Confirmation 
sessions, annual retreats, and at 4:12 youth nights. We meet Tuesdays 
at 6:30 pm. If you are confirmed and are interested in joining our 
team, contact Martha youth@padreserra.org

Youth Leadership

Everyone 18 to 39ish is welcome! www.padreserra.org/young-adults 
 
Bible Study and More 
We gather on the first and third Thursdays of the month from 7:00 - 
9:00 pm. On the first Thursday, we do a Bible study, and on the third 
Thursday, we play a game. See our Instagram @pspyoungadult or 
Facebook @PadreSerraYA for other events! Contact 
brett@padreserra.org

Young Adults

https://www.padreserra.org/faith-sharing.html
https://lacatholics.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Back-to-school.Aug-13-14DYKs.pdf
https://www.padreserra.org/young-adults.html
https://www.instagram.com/pspyoungadult/
https://www.facebook.com/PadreSerraYA
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Weekend Schedule 
All liturgies are celebrated inside our beautiful parish church: 
    •  Saturday, 5:00 pm 
    •  Sunday, 7:30 am 
    •  Sunday, 9:00 am 
    •  Sunday, 11:00 am Livestreamed. Visit www.padreserra.org/mass 
Reconciliation 
    •  Saturday, 3:30 - 4:30 pm  
       or by appointment: barbara@padreserra.org,  
         (805) 482·6417 x324  
Weekday Mass 
    •  Monday to Friday, 8:00 am 
Pray for Our Sick 
Mary Ahearn, Donald Butler, Mary Castillo, Tim Graf, Allen 
Hooper, Nick Hooper, Ethan Jordan, Edna Jost, Hank Koval, Linda 
Lowe, Dave McDonnell, Ron Metoyer, Derrick Rosal, Juan Andres 
Sanchez, Louise Sconce, Dorothy Simmons, Bobby Stiles, Sue 
Wientjes, Cliff Williams and Patricia Zarate Macias. (Names are 
refreshed monthly.) 
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently: 
Guy Papillon, RIP 
May he enjoy peace in his life with Christ Jesus. 
Prayer Opportunities 
    •  Daily Readings: bible.usccb.org 
    •  Parish Book of Intentions: www.padreserra.org/intentions 
    •  Prayer Chain: Prayers anytime  
         Bette (805) 482·0067 bette_church@hotmail.com 
        Shirley (805) 482·2617 brownshehorn@gmail.com 
        or visit www.padreserra.org/prayer-requests 
    •  Stations of the Cross: www.padreserra.org/stations 
    •  Our Lady of Perpetual Help: www.padreserra.org/news/olph 
    •  Blessed Sacrament Chapel: www.padreserra.org/prayer

Prayer Life

Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
Luke 14:1, 7-14 ~ Give as God gives - in humility and love. 
Today’s gospel presents a scene with Jesus in the home of a Pharisee 
where he offers a parable warning against self-exaltation. This lesson 
comes soon after the disciples were reprimanded for vying for 
position. Jesus’ words to the host point out that the kingdom is for 
everyone, and our hospitality is to embrace all, especially those who 
are overlooked. God asks us to do for others without hope of 
repayment. This past week, what did you do for someone else for 
which you won’t be repaid? Looking ahead, who are the people most 
in need of your generosity?

Faith Sharing Question 

Giving

Healing Weekend ~ September 9 - 11 
Beginning Experience is for people who have suffered the loss of a 
spousal relationship through death, divorce, or separation. Trained 
facilitators accompany participants in taking steps toward a brighter, 
more hopeful future after the pain of loss. Holy Spirit Retreat Center, 
Encino. $275/shared room. Contact: Maria (909) 592·0009, 
beginningexp.losangeles@gmail.com 
 
Golf Tournament ~ September 16 
Santa Clara HS invites you to the Pat McCarthy Memorial Golf 
Tournament at Buenaventura Golf Course. Friday, 1:00 pm, start 
followed by dinner and awards at 5:30. Learn more: 
www.santaclarahighschool.com/golf

In the Community

Stewardship Means Sharing 
Give God the first serving, the first portion of our 
gifts. Giving is not based on the church’s need for 
money, but on our need to give back to God as a way 
to say ‘thank you.’

Some Good News 
  • Over 150 people attended Cana in the Courtyard on August 5 
  • 19 people received the Covid-19 vaccine at our clinic on August 7 
  • 42 people attended the estate planning seminars on August 9

Other Notes

Together in Mission “Forward with Faith” Update! 
Goal: $128,384 
Year to Date: $57,619 donated by 139 households 
Gap: $70,765 to reach our goal 
Together we turn to Christ and gather as one family of faith to 
support our parishes and schools that face great challenges. Your 
generosity gives much-needed hope. Envelopes are in the church 
lobby, or visit www.padreserra.org/tim 
 
Mission Co-op Appeal Special Collection 
Thank you to Fr. Pat Travers, SS.CC., who shared with us about the 
Tijuana Mission Outreach. We learned how this outreach in Tijuana 
is helping those in need by building homes, churches, classrooms, 
and community centers, providing food, first aid kits and clothing to 
the needy. Your gifts may be shared using the green Mission Co-op 
envelopes in the church lobby. Thank you for your generous 
consideration.

  • 68 women registered on August 6 - 7 for the January 2023 retreat

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/082822.cfm
https://www.padreserra.org/mass.html
https://bible.usccb.org/podcasts/audio
https://www.padreserra.org/prayer-requests.html
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VENTURA EYE INSTITUTE
MICHAEL T. RAGEN, M.D.

 • Laser • Glaucoma
 • Cataracts • Eyelid Surgery
3801 Las Posas Rd.,  Ste. # 112, Camarillo, CA 93010

(805) 388-1211

PENNY TEAGUE
805-384-2652

“THE REAL ESTATE TEAM”
California Realty

DON VANASSE
CUSTOM 

BUILDERS, INC.
• Custom Homes
• Room Additions
• Patio Covers
• Remodeling

(805) 383-9191
General Contractor
License #657528
Bonded • Insured

Parishioner

Financial Planning, Investments, IRAs
400 Camarillo Ranch Road - Suite 202

805-384-1186 • www.yoursummitwealth.com
Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC.  CA Insurance Lic. #0708854, #4109835

Christina Zins, CFP® Jerry Zins, CFP®Parishioners

Franklin & Vizzo
Plumbing

Plumbing and Heating
Service - Repairs

24 Hour 
Emergency Service

Senior Discounts
Lic. No 389926 Ventura

805-641-1997
www.franklinandvizzo.com

Independent Capital Management, Inc
Rich Frank, CFP ®
Investment Advisor Representative*
770 Paseo Camarillo, #130, Camarillo, CA 93010
CA Insurance Lic.: 0E54719
805-484-1011 Ext 116

rfrank@sagepointadvisor.com

INVESTMENTS / RETIREMENT PLANNING 
PERSONAL FINANCIAL PLANNING
*Securities and investment services offered through  
SagePoint Financial Inc., member FINRA/SIPC and 
a registered investment advisor. Parishioner

1st Time Home Buyers • Loans to 3 Million
Down Payment Assistance • Reverse Mortgages
Home Equity Conversion Mortgage for Seniors

Steve Carrigan, CMPS
Certified Mortgage Planning Specialist

Email: Steve@CFGteam.com

www.SteveCarrigan.com

 Kelley          Steve

805.389.0282

771 Daily Drive � Suite 350 � Camarillo, California 93010

Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California

Residential Mortgage Lending Act. License # 413-1108, NMLS #267891 & #267895

    Kelley          Steve

NEW ROOFS • RE-ROOFS • ROOF REPAIRS
SHINGLES • TILES • GUTTERS 
METAL ROOFING • DOWNSPOUTS

QUALITY ROOFING AT
A PRICE YOU CAN
AFFORD 

Liability Insured • Bonded
Workers’ Comp St Lic #599538

Mendezroofingcoinc@gmail.com

(805) 642-6111

C UOUO C
AFFORDD

LiabLi bilitilit Iy Insuredd • B dBonded
Workers’ Comomp Stp St LicLic #599538

Se Habla Español 

Alfonso
Mendez

A+

BBB
Member

EXCELLENZ
PAINTING

Interior, Exterior, All Phases
Acoustic & Wallpaper Removal

Special Quote
For Renters, Realtors

& Parishioners
Pedro Alatorre
805-223-9384

Kathleen MacAller
Telling & MacAller Insurance Services

Group • Individual • Medicare
kathleen@tellmacinsurance.com

(805) 371-6276
5301-C Mission Oaks Blvd., Camarillo, CA 93012

Parishioner in music ministry since 1999

CA DOI LIC# 0M25202

Engaging Hearts, Changing Lives, 
Erasing Boundaries
• Non Profit
• Serving Seniors for 130 Years
• Originated by the Sisters of Mercy
• Full-time Pastor on Staff

805.388.5277
2500 Ponderosa Drive North

Camarillo, CA 93010

ACOUSTIC HEARING AIDS
Roger A. Caldwell  (805) 482-1104
2412 Ponderosa Dr. North B-101

Includes T-COIL Near Pleasant Valley Hospital

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Call Michael Ramirez
800.231.0805

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.
Free professional ad design & my help!

email: ramirezm@jspaluch.com

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch
1-800-231-0805

See
Your Ad

in CCOOLLOORR
Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.231.0805

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.
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EDSALL LAW APC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

David E. Edsall
Katherine Edsall Wells

BUSINESS • PROBATE • TRUST
TELEPHONE (805) 484-9002 400 CAMARILLO RANCH RD. # 102
FACSIMILE: (805) 482-1472 CAMARILLO, CA 93012
Email:David@EdsallLaw.com www.EdsallLaw.com

Douglas E. Hill
Certified Public Accountant
“The highest compliment we can 

receive is the referral of family and 
friends. Thank you for your trust!”

1800 Ventura Blvd.
Camarillo, CA 93010

(805) 484-0496

THERESA L. McCONVILLE
Attorney-At-Law

ESTATE PLANNING • WILLS • TRUSTS • PROBATE
340 Rosewood Ave., Suite R

Camarillo, CA  93010 484-0514

REALTOR

Derrick Timmons
 “Personal Service,

 Professional Results”

805.807.3987

realtortimmons@gmail.com
www.derricktimmons.com

DRE# 01886244

Business Valuation & Appraisal Services
Ryan Forbes, ASA ~ Parishioner

Accredited Senior Appraiser in Business Valuation,  
Gift/Estate, 409A, M&A, Enterprise Valuation, Discount Studies

818.351.6105 | rforbes@calvalgroup.com
www.calvalgroup.com

Locally, Family Owned And Operated

Dine In • Take Out

Catering • Fundraising

 Camarillo Ventura Simi Valley Newbury Park
 805.445.7737 805.658.2898 805.624.7756 805.498.7737
 1701 Daily Dr. 5722 Telephone Rd. 1860 Erringer Rd. 1025 Broadbeck Rd.

www.prestopasta.com   Parishioners

 805-482-1850
FAX: (805) 987-3009 • 340 Rosewood, Ste. H, Camarillo, CA 93010

Russ@RussMerrick.com • http://www.RussMerrick.com

TREE TRIMMING
PALM CLEANUP • REMOVAL

STUMP GRINDING • TOPPING & PRUNING
BRUSH CHIPPING • EMERGENCY SERVICE

805-330-0596
treesnative@gmail.com

License # 1074440
Bonded & Insured

Personal Injury Attorney/Local Parishioner

2013 Ventura County Trial Lawyer of the Year

Free Consultation
(805) 535-4372 | Randy Wells, Attorney at Law 

www.rwellslaw.com
Se habla español en la oficina

Country Harvest 
Restaurant Camarillo

‘Proudly Serving Camarillo Our 
Local Down Home Cooking’

596 Mobil Ave. Suite A/B
805-482-7311

 @ Country Harvest Camarillo

Home Care for Independent Living
• Live In Home Care • Flexible Hourly Care

• 24 Hour Care • Dementia Care
• Assistance With Mobility • Companionship

• Personal Assistance • Errands
• Shopping • Meal Preparation

homehelpershomecare.com/thousandoaks  • 805.777.8111
RATED #1 IN SENIOR CARE & BEST OF THE BEST FOR 5 STRAIGHT YEARS BY ENTREPRENEUR MAGAZINE | BONDED & INSURED. CA LIC# 564700071

$100 OFF
First Month’s

Invoice
Must mention the Home Helpers ad. First time

clients only. Cannot be combined with any other offers.

20% OFF
First Week of

Services
Must mention the Home Helpers ad. First time

clients only. Cannot be combined with any other offers.

Dan Nathanson
Owner

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 
of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?
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