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Joy 
 
Dear Faith Family, 
 
I always need reminders of what Christmas is about. Apparently I am a walking version of a “Charlie Brown 
Christmas.” 
 
In the second week of Advent, the Gospel of Luke has no problem setting me straight. The author of the Gospel 
quotes the Old Testament Book of Isaiah and asks us to “prepare the way of the Lord.” 
 
I feel like I write this often, but I feel like it’s a good reminder. When we experience all the good things during 
Christmas (family, gifts, Starbucks holiday line, etc.) it is to help us to truly prepare for our God coming again in 
glory. Joy might be the most appropriate response when we experience our loving God. We should prepare our 
souls to react in this way.  
 
Subconsciously, the idea of the new heaven and the new earth can cause some apprehension. We’ve seen so 
many movies and heard many songs with themes of the end of the world. These things are meant to make us 
uneasy. The unknown can be terrifying. But to experience change with joy is truly how we are preparing during 
Advent.  
 
While we may not know details, or when it will happen, we do know for certain that Christ will come again to 
make all things new, because He loves us.  
 
During Christmas, we not only celebrate the Incarnation of our God (which bears extreme celebration), but we 
also prepare for our future celebration of the second coming of Christ. Sometimes I forget that this beautiful 
season is not just meant to celebrate the past, or to revel in the present joys in our lives, but this season also 
urges us to prepare ourselves for the joys of the future.  
 
So yeah, Advent and Christmas is a big deal. There is a reason why millions of us travel just to spend time with 
family for Christmas. And I would say that when we immerse ourselves in the joys of family and friends, that it 
is actual preparation for our Lord coming again. If we really focus on why we celebrate, it will equip us to 
celebrate His second coming. Jesus coming home to us, again.  
 
I know this week we aren’t wearing pink (I’m sorry, rose), but the joy of the 
season should be pursued throughout this time. Because of this, we are also 
responsible to help others who are struggling to experience this joy. Let’s be 
disciples and make disciples with the joy of the Incarnation and the future 
joy of our Lord coming again. 
 
Happy Advent, 

 
 
 

Brett Becker 
Youth and Young Adult Minister 



Dismissal of the Catechumens 
Every Sunday at 9:00 am Mass, a group of children, teens, and adults 
are called forward to the presiding priest's chair after the homily. 
These are our catechumens, those preparing for Baptism at the Easter 
Vigil. They are sent forth from the church as the assembly sings,  
“May the word of God strengthen you ...” They follow the Book of 
the Gospels, held high by a catechist, to small meeting rooms (one 
for the adults, another for the children) to reflect more deeply on the 
readings they have just heard. They talk about the significance of the 
scriptures, especially the Gospel, in their own lives. It is an 
encounter with Jesus, and they are strengthening their resolve to live 
as his disciples. Please pray for our six catechumens as they journey 
toward the sacraments. If you would like to know more about the 
process of becoming Catholic, please contact Catherine Shadduck at 
(805) 482·6417 x331 or catherine@padreserra.org

Becoming Catholic
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12 months to Grade 8. 
 
Little Church ~ December 5, 12, 19 
Age 3 through Kindergarten. Little Church has returned to inperson 
sessions on Sundays during the 9:00 and 11:00 am Masses. Because 
of the pandemic, only children who are registered may participate. 
Limited spaces are available. Register today: 
www.padreserra.org/registration. Contact soraya@padreserra.org 
 
Spark! Grades 1   5 ~ December 6, 8 
This week children will learn, the Lord is near. 
 
Three:Sixteen ~ Grades 6   8 ~ December 8 
Middle School Ministry. This week children will participate in the 
Feast of The Immaculate Conception; this is a holy day of 
opportunity. We will gather in the church.

 Everyone 14 to 18 is welcome! youth@padreserra.org  
 
Confirmation Y1 ~ December 5 
This week teens will learn about the Gift of Right Judgment. Contact 
youth@padreserra.org for more information. 
 
4:12 
Join Brett and peer leaders for fun and fellowship on most 
Wednesday nights. Teens make connections, share insights and 
concerns, and grow in faith. Ask brett@padreserra.org or follow us 
on Instagram.

High School

Children

Little Blue Books for Advent ~ Available Now 
Little Books are beautiful daily reflections for the Advent and 
Christmas seasons designed to be insightful, inspiring, simple, and 
easy to read. Suggested donation of $2 each, available in the church 
and office. 
 
Bible Faith Share ~ December 6, 13, 20 
A study of the previous Sunday’s readings. Mondays 8:45  9:45 am, 
Carmel room. Masks required. Sherry Reynolds 
sherryr2256@gmail.com 
 
Divorce Support ~ December 7, 21 
We offer a welcoming environment for people dealing with divorce, 
whether in the earliest stages of grief, the initial stages of coping 
with severe changes, or through the worst of it and now looking to 
move forward, grow, and serve. 7:00  8:30 pm, online. Contact 
Cynthia cjonescampbell@yahoo.com 
 
Meditative Movement Ministry ~ December 7, 9 
Join instructor Sheila Montgomery for an hour of prayerful, 
meditative movement using the practices of Tai Chi on Tuesdays and 
Yoga on Thursdays. Tai Chi is $5, and Yoga is $10. Both classes are 
2:00  3:00 pm in the Serra Center. Masks required. 

Adults

Senior Exercise ~ December 8, 15, 22, 29 
All adults are invited to a weekly adaptive exercise class from 8:45  
9:30 am, San Miguel room. Masks required. Marg (805) 405·9901. 
 
Centering Prayer ~ December 8, 15, 22, 29 
Silence is God’s language. Centering Prayer is a method of 
contemplative, silent prayer that opens us up to experience God’s 
presence within us. Both a relationship with God and a discipline to 
foster that relationship. Come and rest with God! Wednesdays at 
6:45 pm, Santa Clara room. Questions:  
Vivian Patrick (805) 377·0704, vpatv@outlook.com  
 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help ~ December 8, 15, 22, 29 
Join us for prayer and devotion to our Mother Mary. Due to the holy 
day 12/8 and penance service 12/15, we will meet from 6:00  7:00 
pm in the San Fernando room. Then return to our normal time and 
location: 6:30  7:30 pm, in the church. Contact  
Madel omphnovenapsp@gmail.com 
 
Knitting Ministry ~ December 9, 16 
A fellowship and service ministry where all skill levels of knitting 
and crocheting are welcome. Thursdays 10:00 am  12:00 pm, 
Carmel room. Contact Donna healthysneaker7@gmail.com   
 
Ladies Night Out ~ December 15 
Lemons on the Loose is a women’s social gathering to share 
fellowship and laughter while playing Bonkers. $5/person. Proceeds 
benefit Alex’s Lemonade Stand. 6:30  8:30 pm, Serra Center. Masks 
required. Kathy quannys5@yahoo.com 
or Michelle mcpaschens@gmail.com 
 
Women's Spirituality Group ~ December 20 
Seeds of Faith, our women’s faith sharing group, invites you to a 
special gathering for some Christmas cheer, sharing of traditions, and 
to learn more about our next series beginning in January. 7:00  8:30 
pm, San Miguel room. Masks required. Contact  
Gwen gwendolynjoy1@hotmail.com
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Weekend Schedule 
    •  Saturday, 4:00 pm  Mass on the Grass 
    •  Sunday, 7:30 am Mass in the church 
    •  Sunday, 9:00 am  Mass on the Grass 
    •  Sunday, 11:00 am Mass in the church and livestreamed 

 
Reconciliation 
   •  Saturday, 2:30  3:30 pm   or by appointment: 
      barbara@padreserra.org   (805) 482·6417 x324  

 
Weekday Mass 
   •  Monday to Friday, 8:00 am in the church 

 
Pray for Our Sick 
Bob Alexander, Michelle Alexander, Kevin Benn, Rich Bergman, 
Shirley Brown, Michele Burger, Pearl Canon, Maeve CastilloReyes, 
Maria CastilloReyes, Thomas Collins, Morton Cook, Wyatt Davis, 
Roy Farmer, Toni Farmer, Jeanne Gaffney, Frances Garcia, Sharon 
Garcia, Esper Divina Gracia, Tim Graf, Jun Grey, Eugene Hatton, 
Jennifer Henderson, Tina Herford, Salvador Jimenez, Edna Jost, Tom 
Keens, Shirley Koval, Tom McAleer, Chuck Menerey Sr., Sheila 
Montgomery, Minerva Ortiz, Chuck Purcell, Dorothy Reason, 
Cristina Reyes, Esther Reyes, Lolita Reyes, Hilda Soller, Jeannie 
Wilkes and Kylie Wilson. (Names are refreshed monthly.) 

 
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently: 
Henry Flores, RIP 
May he enjoy peace in his life with Christ Jesus. 

 
Prayer Opportunities 
Daily Readings: bible.usccb.org 
Parish Book of Intentions: www.padreserra.org/intentions 
Prayer Chain: Prayers anytime  
  Bette (805) 482·0067 bette_church@hotmail.com 
  Shirley (805) 482·2617 brownshehorn@gmail.com 
  or visit www.padreserra.org/prayerrequests 
Stations of the Cross: www.padreserra.org/stations 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help: www.padreserra.org/news/olph 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel: www.padreserra.org/prayer

Prayer Life

Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
Luke 3:16 ~ Preparing the way 
In today’s gospel, Luke sets the story of Jesus in historical context 
for his Gentile audience by listing the important figures of the time. 
At the end of the list, he concentrates on John the Baptist, who 
preaches the arrival of God’s salvation in Jesus. He was a herald, 
preparing the way for Jesus. How can you “prepare the way of the 
Lord” in your own heart and for your household or family?

Faith Sharing Question 

Phishing Alert 
Fraudulent emails and texts are being sent by scammers posing as Fr. 
Patrick. Perpetrators use various techniques to gain your trust and 
may provide specific instructions, which, if followed, could result in 
monetary loss. Do Not Become a Victim. Fr. Patrick, or any other 
member of Padre Serra Parish, will never request money from any 
parishioner by email or text. Please do not email or text with these 
individuals, divulge any personal information, or provide 
money/credit card/gift card payments. When in doubt, contact us to 
authenticate the text message.  Please forward any questionable 
emails/text screenshots claiming to be from Fr. Patrick to 
gaby@padreserra.org Visit www.padreserra.org/news/scams

Other Notes

Giving

Poinsettia Pick Up ~ Today 
 
Embracing Hope: Writers Group Anthology 
See page 2

In the Courtyard

A Year of Jubilee: Regional Mass ~ December 19 
Archbishop Gomez and Bishop Barron invite you for a procession, 
Mass, and reception to commemorate Mission Basilica San 
Buenaventura and the diocesan jubilee year, beginning at 5:00 pm at 
the Chumash Hutash site. Learn more: www.forwardinmission.com

In the Community

$200,000 $400,000 $600,000 $800,000

YTD ESTIMATED INCOME

YTD ACTUAL INCOME

YTD ESTIMATED EXPENSE

YTD ACTUAL EXPENSE

$0

Fiscal Snapshot (October 2021)

All Creation Belongs to God 
… including everything we are and everything we own. 
Strive to be loving and giving, just as God is.

https://bible.usccb.org/daily-bible-reading
https://bible.usccb.org/podcasts/audio
https://www.padreserra.org/prayer-requests.html


Call Michael Ramirez
800.231.0805

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.
Free professional ad design & my help!

email: ramirezm@jspaluch.com

Kathleen MacAller
Telling & MacAller Insurance Services

Group • Individual • Medicare
kathleen@tellmacinsurance.com

(805) 371-6276
5301-C Mission Oaks Blvd., Camarillo, CA 93012

Parishioner in music ministry since 1999

CA DOI LIC# 0M25202

A+

NEW ROOFS • RE-ROOFS • ROOF REPAIRS
SHINGLES • TILES • GUTTERS
METAL ROOFING • DOWNSPOUTS

QUALITY ROOFING AT
A PRICE YOU CAN
AFFORD

Liability Insured • Bonded
Workers’ Comp St Lic #599538

Mendezroofingcoinc@gmail.com

((((888800005555))))     666644442222----6666111111111111

Alfonso
Mendez

Se Habla Español

PENNY TEAGUE
805-384-2652

“THE REAL ESTATE TEAM”
California Realty

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

ACOUSTIC HEARING AIDS
Roger A. Caldwell (805) 482-1104
2412 Ponderosa Dr. North B-101

Includes T-COIL Near Pleasant Valley Hospital

Tom Cronley, CFP®
Financial Advisor
2360 East Ventura Blvd. Ste B
Camarillo, CA 93010

805-389-6699

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

913037 Padre Serra Church (B)

VENTURA EYE INSTITUTE
MICHAEL T. RAGEN, M.D.

• Laser • Glaucoma
• Cataracts • Eyelid Surgery

3801 Las Posas Rd., Ste. # 112, Camarillo, CA 93010
(805) 388-1211

Independent Capital Management, Inc
Rich Frank, CFP ®
Investment Advisor Representative*
770 Paseo Camarillo, #130, Camarillo, CA 93010
CA Insurance Lic.: 0E54719
805-484-1011 Ext 116
rfrank@sagepointadvisor.com
INVESTMENTS / RETIREMENT PLANNING 
PERSONAL FINANCIAL PLANNING
*Securities and investment services offered through 
SagePoint Financial Inc., member FINRA/SIPC and 
a registered investment advisor. Parishioner

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

BBB
Member

EXCELLENZ
PAINTING

Interior, Exterior, All Phases
Acoustic & Wallpaper Removal

Special Quote
For Renters, Realtors

& Parishioners
Pedro Alatorre
805-223-9384

Franklin & Vizzo
Plumbing

Plumbing and Heating
Service - Repairs

24 Hour 
Emergency Service

Senior Discounts
Lic. No 389926 Ventura

805-641-1997
www.franklinandvizzo.com

Engaging Hearts, Changing Lives,
Erasing Boundaries
• Non Profit
• Serving Seniors for 130 Years
• Originated by the Sisters of Mercy
• Full-time Pastor on Staff

805.388.5277
2500 Ponderosa Drive North

Camarillo, CA 93010

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

DON VANASSE
CUSTOM

BUILDERS, INC.
• Custom Homes
• Room Additions
• Patio Covers
• Remodeling

(805) 383-9191
General Contractor
License #657528
Bonded • Insured

Parishioner

JERRY J. ZINS, JR., CFP®, CLU, ChFC
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERTM

Wealth Management Specialist
Investments • IRA’s • 401k’s

400 Camarillo Ranch Road, Suite 202
805-384-1186 • www.yoursummitwealth.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. CA Insurance Lic. # 0708854

Parishioner

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

1st Time Home Buyers • Loans to 3 Million

Down Payment Assistance • Reverse Mortgages

Home Equity Conversion Mortgage for Seniors

Steve Carrigan, CMPS
Certified Mortgage Planning Specialist

Email: Steve@CFGteam.com

www.SteveCarrigan.com

Kelley          Steve

805.389.0282

771 Daily Drive  Suite 350  Camarillo, California 93010
Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California

Residential Mortgage Lending Act. License # 413-1108, NMLS #267891 & #267895

Kelley          Steve



Parishioners • Services Are Covered By Insurance
Skilled Nursing | Physical and Occupational Therapy | Registered Dietician

Speech Therapy | Medical Social Worker | Phlebotomy
X-Ray in the Comfort of Your Own Home

Tel: (805) 482-8689 | Fax: (805) 322-3565
4000 Calle Tecate Suite #109,Camarillo,CA 93012 www.allhearthhc.com

Licensed by The 

State of California,

Medicare Certified

Locally, Family Owned And Operated

Dine In • Take Out
Catering • Fundraising

Camarillo Ventura Simi Valley Newbury Park
805.445.7737 805.658.2898 805.624.7756 805.498.7737

1701 Daily Dr. 5722 Telephone Rd. 1860 Erringer Rd. 1025 Broadbeck Rd.

www.prestopasta.com Parishioners

THERESA L. McCONVILLE
Attorney-At-Law

ESTATE PLANNING • WILLS • TRUSTS • PROBATE
340 Rosewood Ave., Suite R

Camarillo, CA  93010 484-0514

BETCY ELIE, REALTOR
DRE# 01079218, BROKER# 01934638
Call/Text: (805) 910-6443
Fax: (800) 729-1132
betcyelie@gmail.com
www.BetcyElie.Realtor

®

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Your
ad

could
be in this

space!
913037 Padre Serra Church (A)

Business Valuation & Appraisal Services
Ryan Forbes, ASA ~ Parishioner

Accredited Senior Appraiser in Business Valuation,
Gift/Estate, 409A, M&A, Enterprise Valuation, Discount Studies

818.351.6105 | rforbes@calvalgroup.com
www.calvalgroup.com

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

EEDDSSAALLLL  LLAAWW  AAPPCC
AATTTTOORRNNEEYYSS  AATT  LLAAWW

DDaavviidd  EE.. EEddssaallll
KKaatthheerriinnee  EEddssaallll  WWeellllss

BUSINESS • PROBATE • TRUST
TTEELLEEPPHHOONNEE  ((880055))  448844--99000022        440000  CCAAMMAARRIILLLLOO  RRAANNCCHH  RRDD..  ##  110022
FFAACCSSIIMMIILLEE::  ((880055))  448822--11447722                                                CCAAMMAARRIILLLLOO,, CCAA  9933001122
Email:David@EdsallLaw.com             www.EdsallLaw.com

See
Your Ad

in CCOOLLOORR
Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.231.0805

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.

805-482-1850
FAX: (805) 987-3009 • 340 Rosewood, Ste. H, Camarillo, CA 93010

Russ@RussMerrick.com • http://www.RussMerrick.com

SERVICE WITH
INTEGRITY
Call Anytime

Cliff Deeds, Realtor®

805.826.8675
cdeeds@livsothebysrealty.com
KofC • Veteran DRE#02140530

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch
1-800-231-0805

Douglas E. Hill
Certified Public Accountant

“The highest compliment we can
receive is the referral of family and
friends. Thank you for your trust!”
1800 Ventura Blvd.

Camarillo, CA 93010
(805) 484-0496

REALTOR

Derrick Timmons
“Personal Service,

Professional Results”

805.807.3987
realtortimmons@gmail.com
www.derricktimmons.com

DRE# 01886244

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 
of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂
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