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Were they perfect? Must we be? 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Today, with all the sounds, sights, smells and tastes of Christmas fresh in our minds, we celebrate the Feast of the Holy 
Family, and well we should. Never has there been such a family where dad is a saint (but he did consider divorce), mom 
is the (unwed) mother of God, and Jesus – well, he is divine (and an illegitimate child by the human standards of the 
time). The scriptures tell us that Jesus advanced in wisdom and age and favor. Today’s Gospel tells us of the wrenching 
experience for Mary and Joseph of discovering that their precious boy has somehow gone missing on the trip back from 
Passover in Jerusalem. They find him in the temple back in Jerusalem after searching for an entire day among their 
relatives and acquaintances and three more days in Jerusalem. Can you imagine their anxiety? And Jesus response to 
them seems markedly unapologetic (though the Gospel also says that he went with them back to Nazareth and was 
obedient). 
 
I think most of us have heard something like “God writes straight with crooked lines.” That idea is often (rightly, I think) 
invoked as reassurance that our weakness, lack of courage, and sinfulness will not ultimately frustrate God’s loving plan. 
But I also think it can help us get a more balanced view of the Holy Family when we think about Jesus’ human ancestry. 
See the beginning of Matthew’s gospel. Jesus’ human forbears included wonderful people, but also included ordinary 
people, and some bad people: thieves, adulterers, murderers, and the like. Fr. Ron Rolheiser, writing about Jesus and the 
Holy Family as an example of God writing straight with crooked lines, quotes theologian Raymond Brown: 
 

“The God who wrote the beginnings with crooked lines also writes the sequence with crooked lines, and some 
of those lines are our own lives and witness. A God who did not hesitate to use the scheming as well as the 
noble, the impure as well as the pure, men to whom the world harkened and women upon whom the world 
frowned – this God continues to work through the same mélange. If it is a challenge to recognize in the last part 
of Matthew’s genealogy that totally unknown people were part of the story of Jesus Christ, it may be a greater 
challenge to recognize that the unknown characters of today are an essential part of the sequence.” 

 
So I’d like to suggest that on this Feast, we find encouragement and the inspiration, perhaps, to recommit ourselves to 
our baptismal promises, conscious that not only can God save humanity in spite of all our imperfections, but that God 
can – and will –  create something new and beautiful. Even with us. Even in our families with all of their beauty and all 
of their ... everything else. For a long time, it has been Catholic church teaching that we are all called to holiness, 
nothing less. The call is universal and the call is irrevocable. No one is exempt, no matter how humble or exalted they 
may be. It’s rooted in our baptism and in the Paschal Mystery that we 
celebrate at every Mass. 
 
So instead of seeing the Holy Family as something ideal to gaze upon 
from afar, something we can never aspire to, let’s instead take courage 
and ask them to guide us on the path that ultimately leads us to a part of 
the eternal whole that is God, all of us, together. 
 
Siempre adelante, 

 
 
 
 

Dominic MacAller 
Worship Minister 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/1?1


Adult Confirmation Course Begins January 6 
Classes for adults seeking the sacrament of Confirmation will begin 
on Thursday, Jan. 6. Classes will continue every Thursday evening, 
7:00  8:30 pm, through the end of May. This course is for baptized 
Catholics who have already received First Holy Communion. For 
more information and to register, please contact Catherine Shadduck 
at (805) 482·6417 ext 331 or catherine@padreserra.org; or contact 
Martha Rodriguez at martha@padreserra.org 

Becoming Catholic
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12 months to Grade 8. 
 
Little Church 
Age 3 through Kindergarten. Happy New Year! No sessions this 
week, we resume on January 9. Because of the pandemic, only 
children who are registered may participate. Register today: 
www.padreserra.org/registration. Contact soraya@padreserra.org 
 
Spark! 
Grades 1   5. Happy New Year! No sessions this week, we resume 
sessions on January 3 and 5. Share with us your pictures of how you 
live your faith at home. tere@padreserra.org 
 
Three:Sixteen 
Grades 6  8. Happy New Year! No sessions this week, we resume 
sessions on January 5. Share with us your pictures of how you live 
your faith at home. tere@padreserra.org 
  
Living Faith 
Share with us how you are living out your faith at home with your 
children this Christmas season. Send your pics to 
photo@padreserra.org

 Everyone 14 to 18 is welcome! youth@padreserra.org  
 
Confirmation Y1 
Happy New Year! No sessions this week, we resume on January 9. 
Share with us your pictures of how you live your faith at home. 
tere@padreserra.org   
 
4:12 
Happy New Year! Join Brett and peer leaders, January 5 for fun and 
fellowship on most Wednesday nights. Teens make connections, 
share insights and concerns, and grow in faith. Ask 
brett@padreserra.org or follow us on Instagram. 

High School

Children

Everyone 18 to 39ish is welcome! www.padreserra.org/young-adults  
Bible Study and More 
We gather the first and third Thursdays of the month from 7:00  
9:00 pm. On the first Thursday, we do a Bible study, and on the third 
Thursday, we play a game. See our Instagram @pspyoungadult or 
Facebook @PadreSerraYA for other events! Contact 
brett@padreserra.org

Young Adults

Little Blue Books for Christmas  
Did you know the Little Blue Books include the Christmas season? 
The busyness and rush have subsided so take these next 15 days to 
sit in quiet reflection with Emmanuel. Available in the church and 
office.  
Our Lady of Perpetual Help ~ December 29 
Join us for prayer and devotion to our Mother Mary. Wednesdays 
6:30  7:30 pm, in the church. Masks required. Contact 
Madel omphnovenapsp@gmail.com   
Illuman ~ December 29 
Illuman is a ministry for men, by men, to honor the uniqueness of 
male spirituality, and help guys become better, more authentic men. 
Last Wednesday, 7:00 pm. San Miguel room. Masks required. 
Contact Dave dave.mccormick.mba@gmail.com     
Knitting Ministry ~ December 30 
A fellowship and service ministry where all skill levels of knitting 
and crocheting are welcome. Thursdays 10:00 am  12:00 pm, 
Carmel room. Masks required. Contact 
Donna healthysneaker7@gmail.com      
Winter Bible Study ~ Begins January 3 
Facilitated by Rita DaCorsi, this multiparish 11week Bible study 
will focus on Mary, with two ways to participate: 
In person: Mondays 10:00 am  12:00 pm at St. Paschal Baylon 
(Thousand Oaks). January 3  March 14 
Virtual: Wednesdays 10:00 am  12:00 pm via Zoom. January 5  
March 16 
Questions/register: ritadacorsi@yahoo.com  
Living Liturgy Bible Study ~ January 4, 11, 18, 25 
We’re back in person for Dr. Paul Ford’s weekly reflection and study 
of the Sunday scriptures, which helps us better understand the good 
news message of Jesus Christ and how He is present in our lives. 
Resource books available for purchase or bring your Bible or smart 
device. Tuesdays, 8:30  9:30 am, Serra Center. Masks required.

Adults

https://www.instagram.com/pspyouth/
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Weekend Schedule 
    •  Saturday, 4:00 pm  Mass on the Grass 
    •  Sunday, 7:30 am Mass in the church 
    •  Sunday, 9:00 am  Mass on the Grass 
    •  Sunday, 11:00 am Mass in the church and livestreamed 
 
Reconciliation 
   •  Saturday, 2:30  3:30 pm   or by appointment: 
      barbara@padreserra.org   (805) 482·6417 x324  
 
Weekday Mass 
   •  Monday to Friday, 8:00 am in the church 
 
Pray for Our Sick 
Shirley Brown, Michele Burger, Elsa Casillas, Brianna Castillo, 
Thomas Collins, Wyatt Davis, Jeanne Gaffney, Frances Garcia, 
Sharon Garcia, Tim Graf, Jennifer Henderson, Tina Herford, Tom 
Keens, Chuck Menerey Sr., Sheila Montgomery, Chuck Purcell, 
Dorothy Reason, Eric Salas, Jeannie Wilkes and Kylie Wilson. 
(Names are refreshed monthly.) 
 
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently: 
Julita G. Gonzales, RIP 
Elsa Hocson, RIP 
Bibiana Rodrigo Magsambol, RIP 
Reinfrido Nepomuceno, RIP 
Jose Rivas, RIP 
May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus. 
 
Prayer Opportunities 
Daily Readings: bible.usccb.org 
Parish Book of Intentions: www.padreserra.org/intentions 
Prayer Chain: Prayers anytime  
  Bette (805) 482·0067 bette_church@hotmail.com 
  Shirley (805) 482·2617 brownshehorn@gmail.com 
  or visit www.padreserra.org/prayerrequests 
Stations of the Cross: www.padreserra.org/stations 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help: www.padreserra.org/news/olph 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel: www.padreserra.org/prayer

Prayer Life

Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
Luke 2:4152 ~ Young Jesus in the Temple  
In today’s gospel, the Holy Family is on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem 
for the feast of Passover, one of the high feast days on which devout 
Jews came to the temple to celebrate. Luke stresses in the story of 
Jesus in the temple that even Jesus’ parents only come to know 
Jesus’ divinity and his connection to his heavenly Father, through the 
gift of faith. What can you learn from the children, teens, and young 
adults in your family? How do they speak the message of faith to 
you?

Faith Sharing Question 

Giving

Tips to Get Your Children Talking About Their Days 
Ever been met with silence when you ask, “How was your day?” 
Your communication efforts with your children, especially school
age children, may need some tweaking. Try asking concrete 
questions, like “Who did you sit next to at lunch?” or, “What was the 
most interesting thing you learned today?” If your child is struggling 
with sharing their emotions, it might be helpful to ask about other 
feelings you see around you. Find opportunities to get children 
talking about how they feel by focusing on other people: “Why do 
you think that girl and her dad are hugging? What made that boy on 
the playground mad earlier?” You may be surprised by the results! 
For more tips, read the VIRTUS® article “Communicating with 
SchoolAge Children” at 
www.virtusonline.org/virtus/free_article.cfm?free_articles_id=849

Safeguard the Children

Holiday Office Schedule 
Closed: December 26  28, January 1  3 
Open: December 29, 30 8:00 am  7:00 pm, December 31 8:00 am  
12:00 pm 
 
GlutenFree 
If you are having problems with gluten that are affecting your ability 
to receive the Body of Christ in Communion, contact Jane  
(805) 482·6417 x320 or jane@padreserra.org and give her your 
name, and the Mass you usually attend.

Other Notes Nun Run ~ February 5 
Sisters of Notre Dame and La Reina High School & Middle School 
invite runners and walkers of all ages and ability levels to their Nun 
Run 5K and 1Mile Fun Run. Registration includes 5K chip timing, 
race medals for all finishers, and a postrace pancake breakfast. The 
day will feature a community service fair of nonprofits from 
Ventura and Los Angeles counties who will share their organizations’ 
mission, programs and volunteer opportunities. Proceeds will 
support the spiritual, educational and social outreach of the Sisters of 
Notre Dame, locally and around the world. Visit: nun.run or Jen 
Coito jcoito@sndusa.org

In the Community

All Creation Belongs to God 
... including everything we are and everything we 
own. Strive to be loving and giving, just as God is.

Together in Mission Update 
Goal: $139,726 
Year to Date: $84,350 donated by 205 households 
Gap: $55,376 to reach our goal 
Together in Mission, the archdiocesan annual appeal, is an 
opportunity for us to make a sustainable commitment to parishes in 
need. We believe in the hope that will be given through classrooms, 
from pulpits, on the streets, and the blessed sacraments. Envelopes 
are in the church lobby or visit www.padreserra.org/tim

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/122621.cfm
https://www.nun.run
https://bible.usccb.org/podcasts/audio
https://www.padreserra.org/prayer-requests.html
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Kathleen MacAller
Telling & MacAller Insurance Services

Group • Individual • Medicare
kathleen@tellmacinsurance.com

(805) 371-6276
5301-C Mission Oaks Blvd., Camarillo, CA 93012

Parishioner in music ministry since 1999

CA DOI LIC# 0M25202

A+

NEW ROOFS • RE-ROOFS • ROOF REPAIRS
SHINGLES • TILES • GUTTERS
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Workers’ Comp St Lic #599538
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Mendez

Se Habla Español

PENNY TEAGUE
805-384-2652
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ACOUSTIC HEARING AIDS
Roger A. Caldwell (805) 482-1104
2412 Ponderosa Dr. North B-101

Includes T-COIL Near Pleasant Valley Hospital

Tom Cronley, CFP®
Financial Advisor
2360 East Ventura Blvd. Ste B
Camarillo, CA 93010

805-389-6699

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

913037 Padre Serra Church (B)

VENTURA EYE INSTITUTE
MICHAEL T. RAGEN, M.D.

• Laser • Glaucoma
• Cataracts • Eyelid Surgery

3801 Las Posas Rd., Ste. # 112, Camarillo, CA 93010
(805) 388-1211

Independent Capital Management, Inc
Rich Frank, CFP ®
Investment Advisor Representative*
770 Paseo Camarillo, #130, Camarillo, CA 93010
CA Insurance Lic.: 0E54719
805-484-1011 Ext 116
rfrank@sagepointadvisor.com
INVESTMENTS / RETIREMENT PLANNING 
PERSONAL FINANCIAL PLANNING
*Securities and investment services offered through 
SagePoint Financial Inc., member FINRA/SIPC and 
a registered investment advisor. Parishioner
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BBB
Member

EXCELLENZ
PAINTING

Interior, Exterior, All Phases
Acoustic & Wallpaper Removal

Special Quote
For Renters, Realtors

& Parishioners
Pedro Alatorre
805-223-9384

Franklin & Vizzo
Plumbing

Plumbing and Heating
Service - Repairs

24 Hour 
Emergency Service

Senior Discounts
Lic. No 389926 Ventura

805-641-1997
www.franklinandvizzo.com

Engaging Hearts, Changing Lives,
Erasing Boundaries
• Non Profit
• Serving Seniors for 130 Years
• Originated by the Sisters of Mercy
• Full-time Pastor on Staff

805.388.5277
2500 Ponderosa Drive North

Camarillo, CA 93010

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

DON VANASSE
CUSTOM

BUILDERS, INC.
• Custom Homes
• Room Additions
• Patio Covers
• Remodeling

(805) 383-9191
General Contractor
License #657528
Bonded • Insured

Parishioner

JERRY J. ZINS, JR., CFP®, CLU, ChFC
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERTM

Wealth Management Specialist
Investments • IRA’s • 401k’s

400 Camarillo Ranch Road, Suite 202
805-384-1186 • www.yoursummitwealth.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. CA Insurance Lic. # 0708854

Parishioner

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

1st Time Home Buyers • Loans to 3 Million

Down Payment Assistance • Reverse Mortgages

Home Equity Conversion Mortgage for Seniors

Steve Carrigan, CMPS
Certified Mortgage Planning Specialist

Email: Steve@CFGteam.com

www.SteveCarrigan.com

Kelley          Steve

805.389.0282

771 Daily Drive  Suite 350  Camarillo, California 93010
Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California

Residential Mortgage Lending Act. License # 413-1108, NMLS #267891 & #267895

Kelley          Steve



Parishioners • Services Are Covered By Insurance
Skilled Nursing | Physical and Occupational Therapy | Registered Dietician

Speech Therapy | Medical Social Worker | Phlebotomy
X-Ray in the Comfort of Your Own Home

Tel: (805) 482-8689 | Fax: (805) 322-3565
4000 Calle Tecate Suite #109,Camarillo,CA 93012 www.allhearthhc.com

Licensed by The 

State of California,

Medicare Certified

Locally, Family Owned And Operated

Dine In • Take Out
Catering • Fundraising

Camarillo Ventura Simi Valley Newbury Park
805.445.7737 805.658.2898 805.624.7756 805.498.7737

1701 Daily Dr. 5722 Telephone Rd. 1860 Erringer Rd. 1025 Broadbeck Rd.

www.prestopasta.com Parishioners

THERESA L. McCONVILLE
Attorney-At-Law

ESTATE PLANNING • WILLS • TRUSTS • PROBATE
340 Rosewood Ave., Suite R

Camarillo, CA  93010 484-0514

BETCY ELIE, REALTOR
DRE# 01079218, BROKER# 01934638
Call/Text: (805) 910-6443
Fax: (800) 729-1132
betcyelie@gmail.com
www.BetcyElie.Realtor

®

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

913037 Padre Serra Church (A)

Business Valuation & Appraisal Services
Ryan Forbes, ASA ~ Parishioner

Accredited Senior Appraiser in Business Valuation,
Gift/Estate, 409A, M&A, Enterprise Valuation, Discount Studies

818.351.6105 | rforbes@calvalgroup.com
www.calvalgroup.com
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See
Your Ad
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Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.231.0805

805-482-1850
FAX: (805) 987-3009 • 340 Rosewood, Ste. H, Camarillo, CA 93010

Russ@RussMerrick.com • http://www.RussMerrick.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch
1-800-231-0805

Douglas E. Hill
Certified Public Accountant

“The highest compliment we can
receive is the referral of family and
friends. Thank you for your trust!”
1800 Ventura Blvd.

Camarillo, CA 93010
(805) 484-0496

REALTOR

Derrick Timmons
“Personal Service,

Professional Results”

805.807.3987
realtortimmons@gmail.com
www.derricktimmons.com

DRE# 01886244

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 
of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

Your
ad

could
be in this

space!

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.
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