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Everything in Perspective:  
When Christmas was really hard. 

 
Sometimes hearing how difficult things are for others can help us put our own life and 

difficulties into perspective. I thought it might be good to do a short, somewhat deeper dive 
into the first Christmas, so that we can look at our own with a little more grace. 

Please consider the journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem. It’s about 70 miles if you can fly from one 
to the other. If you have to walk on ancient roads that meander according to a very hilly topography, avoiding 
unfriendly Samaritans, the journey was probably between 80 and 90 difficult miles. As for the donkey who shows up in 
all the art, it’s not impossible that a carpenter would have owned a donkey, but maybe not likely. The Roman military 
paid for pack animals, but also were known to confiscate them from defenseless peasants … and yes, both Mary and 
Joseph were peasants. Do you bother to invest in a pack animal in those circumstances? There is no beast of burden 
included in the birth accounts of Matthew or Luke. Mary, who was very pregnant and about to give birth, very likely 
walked the four to six days this journey would have taken. That is tough prenatal care. 

As for Joseph, he was likely carrying any possessions or food they brought with them each day. The peasant 
salary was often paid on the day of work, and all spent that day for food. Saving was difficult when living handto
mouth, so how he came up with the resources for making the trip, in both directions, remains a question. It had to 
weigh on him, especially as the journey was required so that an oppressive foreign power could tax him more 
efficiently. I have wondered how that sat with Joseph. 

As for archaeological evidence of what kind of town they encountered, we don’t have much. Even the word 
“inn” is questionably translated, as it wasn’t the usual word for a traveler’s dwelling. Rather, it implied the upper room 
where local residents might welcome guests in their own living quarters. The implication is that this place was full of 
people, and Mary and Joseph retired to the ground level room, below, where the local family guarded their animals. 
There is no mention of a cave or barn. It still seems quite unpleasant, but I can’t imagine that giving birth in a room 
crowded with strangers would have been any better.  

In all of human history, only the Godbecomehuman chose the timing, the place and the characters who 
occupy his birth. And he chose a messy, difficult time to drag Joseph and Mary into a pregnancy that would fulfill an 
ancient prophecy:  
 

But you, BethlehemEphrathah, least among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is  
to be ruler in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient times (Micah 5:1). 

 
For the great things of Jesus’ birth to happen, Mary and Joseph had to struggle and endure great difficulties. 

Jesus, who prompted it all, to become Emanuele, “God with us,” obviously thought our 
difficult human condition was worth it.  

These last years have had their own share of struggles for all of us. But we are 
pulling through it all. My prayers are that we can move forward together with a great 
deal of hope, trusting that the struggles of today will bear fruit with great things in a 
safer, healthier future, that we can treasure God’s willingness to be with us, and that this 
Christmas can be joyful and blessed. 
 
Merry, holy Christmas to you all! 

 

 
 

Fr. Patrick 
Pastor 



Dismissal of the Catechumens 
Every Sunday at 9:00 am Mass, a group of children, teens, and adults 
are called forward to the presiding priest's chair after the homily. 
These are our catechumens, those preparing for Baptism at the Easter 
Vigil. They are sent forth from the church as the assembly sings,  
“May the word of God strengthen you ...” They follow the Book of 
the Gospels, held high by a catechist, to small meeting rooms (one 
for the adults, another for the children) to reflect more deeply on the 
readings they have just heard. They talk about the significance of the 
scriptures, especially the Gospel, in their own lives. It is an 
encounter with Jesus, and they are strengthening their resolve to live 
as his disciples. Please pray for our six catechumens as they journey 
toward the sacraments. If you would like to know more about the 
process of becoming Catholic, please contact Catherine Shadduck at 
(805) 482·6417 x331 or catherine@padreserra.org

Becoming Catholic

Page 8 www.padreserra.org December 19, 2021

12 months to Grade 8.  
Little Church ~ December 19 
Age 3 through Kindergarten. Merry Christmas, no sessions this 
week. Because of the pandemic, only children who are registered 
may participate. Register today: www.padreserra.org/registration. 
Contact soraya@padreserra.org  
Spark! ~ December 20 and 22 
Grades 1   5. Merry Christmas, no sessions this week. We resume 
sessions on January 3 and 5, 2022. Share with us your pictures of 
how you live your faith at home. tere@padreserra.org  
Three:Sixteen ~ December 22 
Grades 6  8. Merry Christmas, no sessions this week. We resume 
sessions on January 5, 2022. Share with us your pictures of how you 
live your faith at home. tere@padreserra.org  
Advent is here! 
Share your pics! Send them to tere@padreserra.org

 Everyone 14 to 18 is welcome! youth@padreserra.org   
Confirmation Y1 
Merry Christmas, no sessions this week. We resume on January 9, 
2022. Share with us your pictures of how you live your faith at 
home. tere@padreserra.org    
4:12 
Merry Christmas, no youth group gathering this week. We resume on 
January 5, 2022. Join Brett and peer leaders for fun and fellowship 
on most Wednesday nights. Teens make connections, share insights 
and concerns, and grow in faith. Ask brett@padreserra.org or follow 
us on Instagram. 

High School

Children

Camarillo Special Families ~ Today 
Saints Among Us meets today for an Advent Taize prayer service. 
Come and pray with our speciallyabled saints! 1:30 pm in the San 
Juan Capistrano room.  
Women’s Spirituality Group ~ December 20 
Seeds of Faith, our women’s faith sharing group, invites you to a 
special gathering for some Christmas cheer, sharing of traditions, and 
to learn more about our next series beginning in January. 7:00  8:30 
pm, San Miguel room. Masks required. Contact  
Gwen gwendolynjoy1@hotmail.com    
Divorce Support ~ December 21 
We offer a welcoming environment for people dealing with divorce, 
whether in the earliest stages of grief, the initial stages of coping 
with severe changes, or through the worst of it and now looking to 
move forward, grow, and serve. 7:00  8:30 pm, online. Contact 
Cynthia cjonescampbell@yahoo.com  
Caregivers Support Group 
Due to the Christmas holiday, our group will not meet in December 
but will return for our hybrid gathering (in person and virtual) 
gathering on Tuesday, January 25 to offer support to those who are 
caring for an aging parent, relative, or spouse. Contact  
Patricia sentclan@gmail.com  
Spiritual Direction 
This is a unique oneonone relationship, exploring the spiritual 
aspect of being human with a trained, confidential companion. 
Directors help directees see the themes, threads, and designs 
emerging in their lives, identifying where God is at work in their 
sacred story. They are privileged witnesses in the spiritual unfolding 
of others, discerning the movement of the Spirit in their lives. The 
focus is on the relationship between individuals and God, in the 
context of everyday life experiences and cocreating with God on 
your journey through life. Learn more:  
Ann Pettit annpettit@mac.com or  
Deacon Bob Fargo deaconbobfargo@msn.com or 
www.padreserra.org/spiritualdirection 

Adults

https://www.instagram.com/pspyouth/
https://www.padreserra.org/spiritual-direction.html


Fourth Sunday of Advent Page 9

Weekend Schedule 
    •  Saturday, 4:00 pm  Mass on the Grass 
    •  Sunday, 7:30 am Mass in the church 
    •  Sunday, 9:00 am  Mass on the Grass 
    •  Sunday, 11:00 am Mass in the church and livestreamed 
 
Reconciliation 
   •  Saturday, 2:30  3:30 pm   or by appointment: 
      barbara@padreserra.org   (805) 482·6417 x324  
 
Weekday Mass 
   •  Monday to Friday, 8:00 am in the church 
 
Pray for Our Sick 
Shirley Brown, Michele Burger, Elsa Casillas, Brianna Castillo, 
Thomas Collins, Wyatt Davis, Jeanne Gaffney, Frances Garcia, 
Sharon Garcia, Tim Graf, Jennifer Henderson, Tina Herford, Tom 
Keens, Chuck Menerey Sr., Sheila Montgomery, Chuck Purcell, 
Jeannie Wilkes and Kylie Wilson. (Names are refreshed monthly.) 
 
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently: 
Luis Flores, RIP 
May he enjoy peace in his life with Christ Jesus. 
 
Prayer Opportunities 
Daily Readings: bible.usccb.org 
Parish Book of Intentions: www.padreserra.org/intentions 
Prayer Chain: Prayers anytime  
  Bette (805) 482·0067 bette_church@hotmail.com 
  Shirley (805) 482·2617 brownshehorn@gmail.com 
  or visit www.padreserra.org/prayerrequests 
Stations of the Cross: www.padreserra.org/stations 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help: www.padreserra.org/news/olph 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel: www.padreserra.org/prayer

Prayer Life

Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
Luke 1:3945 ~ Mary visits Elizabeth 
In today’s Gospel, Mary travels to the hill country of Judah, to the 
home of Zechariah and Elizabeth, where she visits Elizabeth. When 
they meet, Elizabeth proclaims the greatness of Mary’s child and 
John the Baptizer, still in her womb, leaps for joy. What is the face of 
God? How have you seen God present in your life? Who shows the 
face of God to you?

Faith Sharing Question 

Giving

In loving memory of Rick Conners, brother of Belinda Peres 
  Belinda Peres  
In loving memory of Deacon Ike Edie 
In loving memory of Leslie Maulhardt 
  Gifted to St. Vincent de Paul ministry 
  Mike & Georgia Robles

Memorial & Honorarium

See’s Candies ~ December 19 
Visit them in the courtyard after Mass today! 
 
Embracing Hope ~ Writers Group Anthology 
Available for purchase in the courtyard after Mass during Advent.

In the Courtyard

OneLifeLA ~ January 22 
OneLife LA works to build a civilization of love in LA! Join the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles for an afternoon celebrating the beauty 
and dignityof every human life. 11:00 am in downtown Los Angeles. 
Gather at Olivera Street then walk through downtown to LA Historic 
Park for dynamic speakers, food, and entertainment. Register: 
https://onelifela.org

In the Community

Our warmest welcome to our newest registered parishioners! May 
you find faith, fellowship, love, and peace. 
       • Pablo Flores   
       • Lissette Flores 
       • Sebastian Flores 
       • Diego Flores 
       • Gianna Flores 
       • Andre Flores 
       • Christopher Gray    
       • Elizabeth Gray 
       • Greg Friz    
       • Cecilia Marquez 
       • Pamela Biggs   
       • Mark Lucero   
If you are not yet registered or have moved, dropped your landline, 
added a cellphone or email, or have adult children who have moved 
out, please keep us updated. If you live alone, provide us with an 
emergency contact. Contact Mary (805) 482·6417 x321 or 
mary@padreserrra.org

Welcome!

• Michelle Raymundo 
• Mark Raymundo Lucero 
• Geradette Alderson  
• Juan Carlos Gonzalez    
• Elizabet Gonzalez 
• Gisel Gonzalez 
• Robert R. Harris   
• Thea Harris 
• Victor Morales 
• Casey Benigno 
• Drew Morales

“It is not enough to say we are Christians. We 
must live the faith not only with words but with 
our actions”   Pope Francis

Thank You from Concern America 
On November 14 Padre Serra hosted a Concern America craft sale 
where handcrafted textiles, baskets, ceramics and wood products 
were displayed and sold on site as well as a weeklong online sale. As 
a community of the faithful, you were generous in purchasing 
handcrafts valued at $ 2,425.25. We are very grateful to Fr. Patrick 
for his support and to everyone who purchased handcrafts.  Through 
your generosity you have helped to spread hope for a better future to 
hundreds of economically disadvantaged people in many developing 
countries throughout the world. Learn more: 
www.concernamerica.org 

https://onelifela.org
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121921.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/podcasts/audio
https://www.padreserra.org/prayer-requests.html


Call Michael Ramirez
800.231.0805

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.
Free professional ad design & my help!

email: ramirezm@jspaluch.com

Kathleen MacAller
Telling & MacAller Insurance Services

Group • Individual • Medicare
kathleen@tellmacinsurance.com

(805) 371-6276
5301-C Mission Oaks Blvd., Camarillo, CA 93012

Parishioner in music ministry since 1999

CA DOI LIC# 0M25202

A+

NEW ROOFS • RE-ROOFS • ROOF REPAIRS
SHINGLES • TILES • GUTTERS
METAL ROOFING • DOWNSPOUTS

QUALITY ROOFING AT
A PRICE YOU CAN
AFFORD

Liability Insured • Bonded
Workers’ Comp St Lic #599538

Mendezroofingcoinc@gmail.com

((((888800005555))))     666644442222----6666111111111111

Alfonso
Mendez

Se Habla Español

PENNY TEAGUE
805-384-2652

“THE REAL ESTATE TEAM”
California Realty

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

ACOUSTIC HEARING AIDS
Roger A. Caldwell (805) 482-1104
2412 Ponderosa Dr. North B-101

Includes T-COIL Near Pleasant Valley Hospital

Tom Cronley, CFP®
Financial Advisor
2360 East Ventura Blvd. Ste B
Camarillo, CA 93010

805-389-6699

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

913037 Padre Serra Church (B)

VENTURA EYE INSTITUTE
MICHAEL T. RAGEN, M.D.

• Laser • Glaucoma
• Cataracts • Eyelid Surgery

3801 Las Posas Rd., Ste. # 112, Camarillo, CA 93010
(805) 388-1211

Independent Capital Management, Inc
Rich Frank, CFP ®
Investment Advisor Representative*
770 Paseo Camarillo, #130, Camarillo, CA 93010
CA Insurance Lic.: 0E54719
805-484-1011 Ext 116
rfrank@sagepointadvisor.com
INVESTMENTS / RETIREMENT PLANNING 
PERSONAL FINANCIAL PLANNING
*Securities and investment services offered through 
SagePoint Financial Inc., member FINRA/SIPC and 
a registered investment advisor. Parishioner

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

BBB
Member

EXCELLENZ
PAINTING

Interior, Exterior, All Phases
Acoustic & Wallpaper Removal

Special Quote
For Renters, Realtors

& Parishioners
Pedro Alatorre
805-223-9384

Franklin & Vizzo
Plumbing

Plumbing and Heating
Service - Repairs

24 Hour 
Emergency Service

Senior Discounts
Lic. No 389926 Ventura

805-641-1997
www.franklinandvizzo.com

Engaging Hearts, Changing Lives,
Erasing Boundaries
• Non Profit
• Serving Seniors for 130 Years
• Originated by the Sisters of Mercy
• Full-time Pastor on Staff

805.388.5277
2500 Ponderosa Drive North

Camarillo, CA 93010

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

DON VANASSE
CUSTOM

BUILDERS, INC.
• Custom Homes
• Room Additions
• Patio Covers
• Remodeling

(805) 383-9191
General Contractor
License #657528
Bonded • Insured

Parishioner

JERRY J. ZINS, JR., CFP®, CLU, ChFC
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERTM

Wealth Management Specialist
Investments • IRA’s • 401k’s

400 Camarillo Ranch Road, Suite 202
805-384-1186 • www.yoursummitwealth.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. CA Insurance Lic. # 0708854

Parishioner

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

1st Time Home Buyers • Loans to 3 Million

Down Payment Assistance • Reverse Mortgages

Home Equity Conversion Mortgage for Seniors

Steve Carrigan, CMPS
Certified Mortgage Planning Specialist

Email: Steve@CFGteam.com

www.SteveCarrigan.com

Kelley          Steve

805.389.0282

771 Daily Drive  Suite 350  Camarillo, California 93010
Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California

Residential Mortgage Lending Act. License # 413-1108, NMLS #267891 & #267895

Kelley          Steve



Parishioners • Services Are Covered By Insurance
Skilled Nursing | Physical and Occupational Therapy | Registered Dietician

Speech Therapy | Medical Social Worker | Phlebotomy
X-Ray in the Comfort of Your Own Home

Tel: (805) 482-8689 | Fax: (805) 322-3565
4000 Calle Tecate Suite #109,Camarillo,CA 93012 www.allhearthhc.com

Licensed by The 

State of California,

Medicare Certified

Locally, Family Owned And Operated

Dine In • Take Out
Catering • Fundraising

Camarillo Ventura Simi Valley Newbury Park
805.445.7737 805.658.2898 805.624.7756 805.498.7737

1701 Daily Dr. 5722 Telephone Rd. 1860 Erringer Rd. 1025 Broadbeck Rd.

www.prestopasta.com Parishioners

THERESA L. McCONVILLE
Attorney-At-Law

ESTATE PLANNING • WILLS • TRUSTS • PROBATE
340 Rosewood Ave., Suite R

Camarillo, CA  93010 484-0514

BETCY ELIE, REALTOR
DRE# 01079218, BROKER# 01934638
Call/Text: (805) 910-6443
Fax: (800) 729-1132
betcyelie@gmail.com
www.BetcyElie.Realtor

®

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

913037 Padre Serra Church (A)

Business Valuation & Appraisal Services
Ryan Forbes, ASA ~ Parishioner

Accredited Senior Appraiser in Business Valuation,
Gift/Estate, 409A, M&A, Enterprise Valuation, Discount Studies

818.351.6105 | rforbes@calvalgroup.com
www.calvalgroup.com

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

EEDDSSAALLLL  LLAAWW  AAPPCC
AATTTTOORRNNEEYYSS  AATT  LLAAWW

DDaavviidd  EE.. EEddssaallll
KKaatthheerriinnee  EEddssaallll  WWeellllss

BUSINESS • PROBATE • TRUST
TTEELLEEPPHHOONNEE  ((880055))  448844--99000022        440000  CCAAMMAARRIILLLLOO  RRAANNCCHH  RRDD..  ##  110022
FFAACCSSIIMMIILLEE::  ((880055))  448822--11447722                                                CCAAMMAARRIILLLLOO,, CCAA  9933001122
Email:David@EdsallLaw.com             www.EdsallLaw.com

See
Your Ad

in CCOOLLOORR
Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.231.0805

805-482-1850
FAX: (805) 987-3009 • 340 Rosewood, Ste. H, Camarillo, CA 93010

Russ@RussMerrick.com • http://www.RussMerrick.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch
1-800-231-0805

Douglas E. Hill
Certified Public Accountant

“The highest compliment we can
receive is the referral of family and
friends. Thank you for your trust!”
1800 Ventura Blvd.

Camarillo, CA 93010
(805) 484-0496

REALTOR

Derrick Timmons
“Personal Service,

Professional Results”

805.807.3987
realtortimmons@gmail.com
www.derricktimmons.com

DRE# 01886244

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 
of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

Your
ad

could
be in this

space!

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.
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