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Seeking Holiness Through the Other  
 
Our Homo Sapiens species has been continually evolving both biologically and socially for over 300,000 years. 
Some distant time in the past our species had a marked moment in time, as noted by the Jesuit paleontologist 
Pierre de Chardin, when he said instinct gave way to thought. We became thinking Homo Sapiens (wise man) 
capable of abstract thought.  
 
Throughout our biologic and cultural history as thinking human beings we have often responded to challenges 
with primordial instinctual reciprocity. You hurt me, I hurt you. An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. In 
today’s Gospel Jesus says we are to let go of reciprocal thinking when he says “love your enemies, do good to 
those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.”  
 
Love your enemies? Two thousand years ago this certainly would have challenged the Jewish authorities and 
the Jewish people. Today, we also may be challenged with our own reactional and emotional response to “love 
your enemies” and then with reciprocal reaction we may say “No way.” Yet, that is exactly what Jesus asked us 
to do. Love our enemies.  
 
So, who are our enemies? Cambridge dictionary says “a person who hates or opposes another person” and 
MerriamWebster defines enemy as “one that is antagonistic to another.” These may be personal relational 
definitions and not necessarily militaristic. This could be our lives inside our families, or broken friendships, or 
with adversaries, acquaintances, in work places or politics, and other everyday life experiences. At times in 
daily life the words, actions, or emotions of others by way of slights, insults, or misunderstandings may be 
mistreatment but we are to be aware there are those times the offender may not even know there was an 
offense. Our ego may play a role creating an enemy. 
 
It has been said that in some ways “liking our enemy” may be more difficult than loving our enemy which 
emotionally may offer some truth. But Jesus does not ask us to “like” our enemies. He asks us to love them. 
Bishop Robert Barron has said “love is not a feeling or a sentiment, a private subjective conviction” when he 
quotes St. Thomas Aquinas’ “Love is willing the good of the other, as other.” At times the “other” is the enemy 
and we are to will them good. 
 
How are we to love our enemies? Jesus tells us in today’s Gospel that we are to reciprocate not with revenge 
but with goodness, blessings and prayers for them. The depth of the cardinal virtues of prudence, temperance 
and fortitude give us sight and insight into the divinity of the goodness in the “other” whom God sees as divine.  
 
We are to know those who hate, curse or mistreat us at the same time receive 
gifted love and mercy from God. Today’s Gospel speaks of God’s mercy for 
all. We also are to live and offer that mercy for the wounding actions of others 
knowing our own wounding behaviors, actions and sins are also looked upon 
by God with mercy. It is in this loving, forgiving and letting go of those who 
have hated, cursed or mistreated us that we can receive the blessed reciprocity 
of interior freedom leading to holiness.  
 

Deacon Jack Redmond



Dismissal of the Catechumens 
Every Sunday at the 9:00 am Mass a group of children, teens, and 
adults are called forward to the priest’s chair after the homily. These 
are our catechumens, those preparing for Baptism. They are sent 
forth from the assembly, following the Book of the Gospels, to 
meeting rooms (one for the adults, another for the children) to reflect 
more deeply on the scripture readings they have just heard. They 
discuss the relevance of the readings, especially the Gospel, to their 
own lives and the challenges they present. It is an encounter with 
Jesus through which the catechumens strengthen their resolve to live 
as his disciples. Please pray for our 6 catechumens as they prepare 
for the Sacraments. If you would like to know more about the 
process of becoming Catholic, please contact Catherine Shadduck at 
(805) 482·6427 x331 or catherine@padreserra.org. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/rcia

Becoming Catholic
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12 months to Grade 8. 
 
Little Church ~ February 20, 27 
Age 3 through Kindergarten. Welcome back Little Church! We are 
once again gathering in person for the 9:00 am and 11:00 am Mass 
times. Because of the pandemic, only children who are registered 
may attend sessions, spaces are still available. For more information 
contact soraya@padreserra.org 
 
Spark! ~ February 21 and 23 
Grades 1   5. Welcome back. Spark! returns to inperson sessions this 
week. This week kids will learn about living life as a follower of 
Jesus. For more information contact jennifer@padreserra.org or 
christine@padreserra.org 
 
Three:Sixteen ~ February 23 
Grades 6   8. Welcome back! Three:Sixteen returns to inperson 
sessions this Wednesday. Kids will learn about Jesus teaching us how 
to live life as his disciples. Please contact 
youthministry@padreserra.org for links and more information.

 Everyone 14 to 18 is welcome! youth@padreserra.org  
 
Confirmation Y1 
Confirmation Y1 teens are doing weekly ministry; if you have not 
yet signed up for a ministry contact youth@padreserra.org for 
ministry assignments. 
 
Confirmation Y2 ~ February 20  No sessions  Retreat prep 
Confirmation Y2 will be on retreat next weekend, Make sure you 
signed up for GroupMe app to receive uptodate information about 
retreat and sessions. Contact youth@padreserra.org 
 
4:12 
Join Brett and peer leaders for fun and fellowship on most 
Wednesday nights. Teens make connections, share insights and 
concerns, and grow in faith. Ask brett@padreserra.org or follow us 
on Instagram.

High School

Children

Seeds of Faith ~ February 21 
SEEDS (Sisters ~ Embracing ~ Enlightening ~ Daughters of Faith) is 
a monthly evening of spirituality for women who want to grow 
deeper in faith and affirm our mission and worth as God’s daughters 
and Jesus’ disciples. Join in our conversation God Sees Your Pain 
(You Are Enough, Ch2). Through the tragic story of Tamar and its 
inclusion in the Bible, God affirms that your story matters, too. Like 
Bathsheba and Tamar, you too are a precious daughter of God. He 
sees you in your suffering, and your experience matters. God wants 
to give you a voice; he wants to give your story the hearing it 
deserves. He wants to lift you up. 7:00  8:30 pm, San Miguel room. 
Contact: Gwen Ripplinger gwendolynjoy1@hotmail.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/seeds

Adults

Illuman ~ February 23 
Illuman is a ministry for men, by men, to honor the uniqueness of 
male spirituality. Bimonthly group gatherings are designed to help 
guys become better, more authentic men. Last Wednesday, 7:00 pm. 
San Miguel room. Contact: Dave dave.mccormick.mba@gmail.com. 
Visit www.padreserra.org/men 
 
Knitting Ministry ~ February 24 
A fellowship and service ministry where all skill levels of knitting 
and crocheting are welcome. Thursdays, 10:00 am  12:00 pm, 
Carmel room. Contact: Donna healthysneaker7@gmail.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/knit 
 
Social Spanish ~ February 25 
All levels and ages are welcome. Learn and practice conversational 
Spanish to communicate practically with friends, neighbors, and 
people in our community, and to learn a new language and 
experience the benefits in mind and spirit. 8:45  9:45 am, San 
Fernando room. Patricia patty.g.q14@gmail.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/spanish 
 
Writers Group ~ February 25 
We gather. We pray. We write. If you enjoy writing, you are welcome 
any Friday to share your work and listen to others’ inspiring writing. 
Fridays 10:00 am  12:00 pm, San Fernando room. Contact: Linda 
Lowe calmest1@verizon.net. Visit www.padreserra.org/writers 
 
Learning in Lent ~ The University Series 
An adult faith formation program offers sessions connecting faith 
with real life in areas such as current events, contemporary moral 
issues, evangelization, faith and science, marriage and family, church 
history, scripture, and prayer. From March 3  April 7, 37 
presentations will be offered both by Zoom and inperson. In 
addition, Padre Serra will host two inperson sessions. A season pass 
is $50; the individual session is $5 (includes a guest). Pre
registration and payment required; sorry, no walkins. 
Calendar/registration is available at www.theuniversityseries.org. 
Questions: Teresa Runyon teresa@padreserra.org. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/university

https://www.instagram.com/pspyouth/
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Weekend Schedule 
    •  Saturday, 4:00 pm  Mass on the grass 
    •  Sunday, 7:30 am Mass in the church 
    •  Sunday, 9:00 am  Mass on the grass 
    •  Sunday, 11:00 am Mass in the church and livestreamed 
 
Reconciliation 
    •  Saturday, 2:30 to 3:30 pm   or by appointment: 
       barbara@padreserra.org   (805) 482·6417 x324  
 
Weekday Mass 
    •  Monday to Friday, 8:00 am in the church 
 
Pray for Our Sick 
Mia Aceves, Mary Ahearn, Manny Alandy, Patti Andrus, Fe 
Balaoing, Michele Burger, Irene Cameron, Eva Chun, Joe Cicciari, 
Thomas Collins, Paul Davis, Wyatt Davis, Jeanne Gaffney, Frances 
Garcia, Sharon Garcia, Jess Gonzalez, Tim Graf, Sally Harrington, 
Domingo Hipolito, Eric Hipolito, Hermi Hipolito, Rodel Hipolito, 
Virgil Hipolito, Salvador Jimenez, Edna Jost, Therese Kaiser, Shirley 
Koval, Evelyn Mainelli, Sadie Mainelli, Sheila Montgomery, Margie 
Perry, Abby Pizzo, Tracy ReasonKerkhoff, Lourdes ReyesFelipe, 
Fred Sedillos, Josseline Thomas, Filomeno White, Kylie Wilson and 
Taka Yamashita. (Names are refreshed monthly.) 
 
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently: 
Carlos Callejas, RIP 
Jennifer Canzano, RIP 
Inocencio Dualan, RIP 
Mike Harrington, RIP 
Betty Tierney, RIP 
May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus. 
 
Prayer Opportunities 
Daily Readings: bible.usccb.org 
Parish Book of Intentions: www.padreserra.org/intentions 
Prayer Chain: Prayers anytime  
  Bette (805) 482·0067 bette_church@hotmail.com 
  Shirley (805) 482·2617 brownshehorn@gmail.com 
  or visit www.padreserra.org/prayerrequests 
Stations of the Cross: www.padreserra.org/stations 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help: www.padreserra.org/news/olph 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel: www.padreserra.org/prayer

Prayer Life

Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
Luke 6:2738 ~ This is how we get to heaven 
Today’s gospel message is radical. Jesus is telling us exactly what we 
need to do. He lays it all out for us. But it’s difficult. Love your 
enemies? Offer the other cheek? Forgive and you will be forgiven? 
Whom do I need to forgive? From whom do I need to seek 
forgiveness?

Faith Sharing Question 

Giving

Rice Bowl ~ February 26, 27 
See page 2. 
Crop Walk ~ February 20, 27 
See page 2.

In the Courtyard

Men’s Conference ~ March 12 
Catholic Men’s Fellowship of California invites you to grow in faith 
and love of God at the “Not My Will, Lord, But Yours Be Done” 
conference that features fellowship, great talks by Fr. Parker 
Sandoval, Steve Ruda and others, confession, Mass with Bishop 
David O’Connell, and two meals. 8:00 am  2:00 pm, St. John 
Vianney. Learn more and register.

In the Community

Following Jesus means putting God before 
all earthly desires. It means recommitting 
our life to Jesus every day. “If any want to 
become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross daily 
and follow me.” Luke 9:23

https://www.catholicmen.org/events/2022-cmf-super-saturday
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/6?27
https://www.padreserra.org/mass.html
https://bible.usccb.org/podcasts/audio
https://www.padreserra.org/prayer-requests.html
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