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Baptism…What’s Lent Got to Do with It? 
 
My Dear Parish Family, 
 
Welcome to Lent! You may have already decided what you are doing for the next 40 days in the way 
of prayer, selfdenial, and charitable works (the three “pillars” of Lent) to prepare for the great feast of 
Easter. Some of us are still deciding, but I am going to suggest that whatever we do for Lent, we put it 
all into the context of baptismal spirituality. Let me explain by way of a little historical background. 
 
In the early centuries of the Church, becoming a Christian was a gradual process of apprenticeship in a 
countercultural way of life. The season we now call Lent was the final and intense period when the 
seekers were prepared to be immersed into the waters of baptism at the Easter Vigil. When infant 
baptism became the norm by the fifth century, Lent became only a penitential time for the baptized to 
prepare for the celebration of Easter. The prebaptismal character of Lent was forgotten until it was 
revived by the Second Vatican Council in the twentieth century. 
 
Today Lent has two strands, baptismal and penitential, woven together. It is again a time when we 
journey with the Elect (see “Becoming Catholic” on page 9) to the baptismal font at the Easter Vigil. 
As we encourage and pray for them during Lent, we reflect on the meaning of our own baptism when 
we ourselves "put on Christ.” Our Lenten penitential practices can help us to examine our lives in the 
context of baptismal mission: are we living as disciples of Jesus, being His heart and hands in the 
world today?  For 40 days we ponder this, through our Lenten practices, so we can authentically 
renew our own baptismal promises at Easter. 
 
I'd like to suggest that you and your families do something at the beginning of Lent that I did recently 
with the adult Confirmation candidates. Single people could do this with a small group of friends. 
Gather mementos of each person's baptism: the certificate, candle, white garment, photos, and stories 
remembered by those who attended. Share all these memories with the group. What should emerge, as 
it did with our Confirmation candidates, is a sense of the importance placed on this day by our 
families. Hopefully this will lead to a discussion of the meaning of baptism and the difference it 
makes in our lives and in the life of the world. 
 
May Lent 2022 be fruitful for all of us, marked by an increased 
awareness and understanding of the great gift of baptism. 
 
Lenten Blessings, 

 
 
 

Catherine Shadduck 
Initiation Coordinator 
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12 months to Grade 8. 
 
Little Church ~ March 6 
Age 3 through Kindergarten. Welcome back, Little Church! We are 
once again gathering in person for the 9:00 am and 11:00 am Mass 
times. Because of the pandemic, only registered children may attend 
sessions; spaces are still available. For more information, contact 
soraya@padreserra.org 
 
Spark! ~ March 7 and 9 
Grades 1   5. This week kids will learn about Jesus’ transfiguration. 
For more information, contact jennifer@padreserra.org or 
christine@padreserra.org 
 
Three:Sixteen ~ March 9 
Grades 6   8. This week kids will learn about Jesus’ transfiguration 
on the mountain. Please get in touch with youth@padreserra.org for 
more information.

 Everyone 14 to 18 is welcome! youth@padreserra.org  
 
Confirmation Y1 
Teens are doing weekly ministry; if you have not yet signed up for a 
ministry, contact youthministry@padreserra.org for a ministry 
assignment. 
 
Confirmation Y2 ~ March 6 
Inperson gathering at 1:00 pm, make sure you are signed up to 
GroupMe for uptodate information. Contact youth@padreserra.org 
 
4:12 
Join Brett and peer leaders for fun and fellowship on most 
Wednesday nights. Teens make connections, share insights and 
concerns, and grow in faith. Ask brett@padreserra.org or follow us 
on Instagram.

High School

Children

Lenten Reconciliation Service ~ Wednesday, March 30 
Reconciliation is a sacrament of healing, grace, and mercy. Save the 
date for Padre Serra’s Community Lenten Reconciliation, a beautiful 
service followed by the opportunity for individual confession with 
one of twelve loving and understanding priests. 7:00 pm, in the 
church.

Families

Bible Faith Share ~ March 7, 14, 21, 28 
Inperson faith sharing group, Mondays 8:45  9:45 am, San Juan 
Capistrano room. Sherry Reynolds sherryr2256@gmail.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/faithsharing 
 
Living Liturgy Bible Study ~ March 8, 15, 22, 29 
Dr. Paul Ford’s weekly reflection and study of the Sunday scriptures 
helps us better understand the good news message of Jesus Christ 
and how He is present in our lives. Resource books are available for 
purchase or bring your Bible or smart device. Tuesdays, 8:30  9:30 
am, Serra Center. Visit www.padreserra.org/biblestudy 
 
Lenten Small Group ~ March 8, 9 
Open Our Hearts are weekly small virtual groups that meet 
Tuesdays, March 8  April 12, 11:30 am, and Wednesdays, March 9  
April 13, 7:00 pm to connect deeper with the Sunday gospels 
through prayer, reflection, and discussion. RSVP: 
www.padreserra.org/faithsharing 
 
Knitting Ministry ~ March 10, 17, 24, 31 
A fellowship and service ministry where all skill levels of knitting 
and crocheting are welcome. Thursdays, 10:00 am  12:00 pm, 
Carmel room. Contact: Donna healthysneaker7@gmail.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/knit 
 
Social Spanish ~ March 11, 25 
All levels and ages are welcome. Learn and practice conversational 
Spanish to communicate practically with friends, neighbors, and 
people in our community, and to learn a new language and 
experience the benefits in mind and spirit. 8:45  9:45 am, San Juan 
Capistrano room. Patricia patty.g.q14@gmail.com. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/spanish 
 
Writers Group ~ March 11, 18, 25 
We gather. We pray. We write. If you enjoy writing, you are welcome 
any Friday to share your work and listen to others' inspiring writing. 
Fridays 10:00 am  12:00 pm, San Fernando room. Contact 
Linda Lowe calmest1@verizon.net. Visit 
www.padreserra.org/writers 
 
Camarillo Catholic Seniors ~ March 16 
Join Paul Ford and Teresa Runyon as we turn our hearts and minds 
toward Lent with a discussion about all things Lent: what it was, 
what it is, and what it can be this year. Plus, we’ll enjoy a little St. 
Patrick’s Day cheer! Doors open at 9:45 am. Come early to enjoy 
refreshments courtesy of AlmaVia of Camarillo. Bring a friend!  
Jan Pirkl janpirkl@yahoo.com

Adults

Everyone 14 to 39ish is welcome! 
 
Peer Leaders ~ Tuesdays 
Peer leaders help engage our Confirmation candidates by acting as 
mentors and facilitators during our weekly Confirmation sessions, 
annual retreats, and at 4:12 youth nights. We meet every Tuesday at 
6:30 pm. Ask brett@padreserra.org to add you to our GroupMe to 
keep you updated. If you are confirmed and are interested in joining 
our team contact youth@padreserra.org

Youth Leadership

Everyone 18 to 39ish is welcome! www.padreserra.org/young-adults 
 
Bible Study and More 
We gather the first and third Thursdays of the month from 7:00  
9:00 pm. On the first Thursday, we do a Bible study, and on the third 
Thursday, we play a game. See our Instagram @pspyoungadult or 
Facebook @PadreSerraYA for other events! Contact 
brett@padreserra.org

Young Adults

https://www.instagram.com/pspyouth/
https://www.padreserra.org/faith-sharing.html
https://www.padreserra.org/bible-study.html
https://www.padreserra.org/faith-sharing.html
https://www.facebook.com/PadreSerraYA
https://www.instagram.com/pspyoungadult/
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Weekend Schedule 
    •  Saturday, 4:00 pm  Mass on the grass 
    •  Sunday, 7:30 am  Mass in the church 
    •  Sunday, 9:00 am  Mass on the grass 
    •  Sunday, 11:00 am  Mass in the church and livestreamed 
Beginning March 19, the 4:00 pm Saturday evening Mass will move 
to 5:00 pm, and Reconciliation to 3:30 pm. 
 
Reconciliation 
    •  Saturday, 2:30 to 3:30 pm   or by appointment: 
       barbara@padreserra.org   (805) 482·6417 x324  
 
Weekday Mass 
    •  Monday to Friday, 8:00 am in the church 
 
Pray for Our Sick 
Mia Aceves, Manny Alandy, Sean Badon, Sylvia Chang, Joe 
Cicciari, Thomas Collins, Paul Davis, Wyatt Davis, Jess Gonzalez, 
Tim Graf, Martin Guillen Sr., Sally Harrington, Patricia Holden, 
Therese Kaiser, Shirley Koval, Sheila Montgomery, Abby Pizzo, 
Tracy ReasonKerkhoff and Kylie Wilson. (Names are refreshed 
monthly.) 
 
Remember Our Dead 
Prayers for family and friends of those who have died recently: 
Michele Burger, RIP 
  Beloved mother of Julie Forbes, David Burger, Gretchen Albarron 
  and Juan Burger 
Sharon Garcia, RIP 
  Beloved mother of Nicole Garcia Phillips and Angela Garcia 
May they enjoy peace in their life with Christ Jesus. 
 
Prayer Opportunities 
Daily Readings: bible.usccb.org 
Parish Book of Intentions: www.padreserra.org/intentions 
Prayer Chain: Prayers anytime  
  Bette (805) 482·0067 bette_church@hotmail.com 
  Shirley (805) 482·2617 brownshehorn@gmail.com 
  or visit www.padreserra.org/prayerrequests 
Stations of the Cross: www.padreserra.org/stations 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help: www.padreserra.org/news/olph 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel: www.padreserra.org/prayer

Prayer Life

Reflection questions for every gathering around any table 
Luke 4:113 ~ Lent is time to open our hearts more fully to Jesus. 
In today’s gospel, the Spirit drove Jesus into the desert to be tempted 
by the devil. Just as God led Israel out of Egypt, nourished them for 
forty years in the desert, and gave them the Promised Land, so God 
would care for Jesus during and after his forty days in the desert. As 
you come to understand the temptation of Jesus in the desert, which 
one of the devil’s offerings is hardest for you to resist? What is one 
thing you will do during Lent to become more open to God in your 
life?

Faith Sharing Question 

Giving

Rites of Sending and Election 
Our parish is currently blessed to have 6 catechumens: those adults, 
teens, and schoolage children seeking to be initiated into the 
Catholic Church. Today at the 9:00 am Mass the parish will officially 
send them to Sacred Heart Parish in Ventura for the Rite of Election 
with Bishop Barron. During this vital rite, the bishop will officially 
declare that the Church has chosen them, along with the many other 
catechumens in our region, to receive the sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation, and Eucharist at the Easter Vigil on April 16. They 
will then be called The Elect and enter into their final, intense phase 
of preparation for initiation. Please pray for our Elect throughout 
Lent as they prepare for baptism and as we prepare to renew our own 
baptismal promises at Easter. For more information about the process 
of becoming Catholic, please contact Catherine Shadduck at  
(805) 482·6417 x331 or catherine@padreserra.org

Becoming Catholic

Medjugorje Pilgrimage ~ September 2022 
Travel this September 5  17 with Deacon Ron Moon of St. Mary 
Magadelan to Madrid, Santiago, Fatima, and Medjugorje. 
Information: Deacon Ron (820) 222·5056. 
 
Lenten Concert ~ March 13 
San Buenaventura Mission invites you to a Lenten musical 
meditation presented by Seraphour, an allfemale quartet dedicated 
to preserving and proliferating the sacred canon. The 3:00 pm 
classical concert program, in church Latin, features the works of 
Palestrina, Brahms, and Victoria coupled with inspiring 
contemporary sacred compositions. The ethereal sounds of 
Seraphour coupled with the historical setting of the San 
Buenaventura Mission is sure to inspire your Lenten journey. 
www.sanbuenaventuramission.org

In the Community

“It is not enough to say we are Christians. We 
must live the faith not only with words but with 
our actions.”  – Pope Francis

$400,000 $800,000 $1,200,000

YTD ESTIMATED INCOME

YTD ACTUAL INCOME

YTD ESTIMATED EXPENSE

YTD ACTUAL EXPENSE

$0

Fiscal Snapshot (January 2022)

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/4?1
https://www.padreserra.org/mass.html
https://bible.usccb.org/podcasts/audio
https://www.padreserra.org/prayer-requests.html
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Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.
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